January 13th 2004

Rockford Township


Regular Meeting

The January 13th 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m., and the pledge to the flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall and Kelley, Husom was excused.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, there were none, and the agenda was adopted as presented.  The minutes from the December 9th 2003 regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  The chair called for any corrections, there were none.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the December 9th 2003 minutes as printed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued items: The Board vacancy position was continued from the prior meeting for clarification on timeframes for filling the position.  Chair Beise talked with the MAT attorney who informed the Chair that it would be best not to fill the vacancy being the Town election is so close.  

New Business:

Brad Burns approached the Board seeking approval for rezoning 4-acres from agriculture to residential, and build a 40’x70’ shed.  Mr. Burns passed out a survey from 5-years ago showing the same plan, which the Town Board turned down at that time for not meeting various requirements.  The Board discussed how changing the zoning would be considered “spot zoning”, and that Mr. Burns’ plan has not changed in 5-years.  The Board suggested that Mr. Burns come to the next meeting, so some research could be done.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue this item to the meeting of January 27th.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Mr. Burns said he would be checking on the paving petition for Halsey, and either bring it back to the Board or report on the progress.   

Dave Szykulski was present to seek approval for his plans for a new residence on Dean Lake.  The plans Mr. Szykulski presented were replacing old plans to “renovate” the old cabin on the lake lot.  Mr. Szykulski informed the Board that the old cabin and garage will be destroyed and that he is building new.  The new residence will be 28’x50’ 2-story with a tuck under garage.  There will be 2-bedrooms, a den, 3-bathrooms, a great room and a kitchen.  The Board inquired about the septic system and how it is designed for a 2-bedroom residence, but that the den could become a third bedroom, and that there is no alternate septic site on the plan.  The Board wanted Mr. Szykulski to be aware that having no alternate site would mean if the septic system failed, the residence would have to go to holding tanks, which might pose a problem with the County.  The Board also brought to Mr. Szykulski’s attention that the area he is in is not platted and that his new house plan shows the septic drain field being in the right-of-way.  The Board did notice that the roof run-off was addressed in the new plans with gutters.  The Board suggested to Mr. Szykulski that he address the concerns that the Board has and return to the next Township meeting.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continued this item to the meeting of January 27th, to give Mr. Szykulski time to address the following concerns: check to see if having no alternate site for septic is an issue for Planning & Zoning, the possibility that the County may feel the den in the house plans could be a bedroom which could change 
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the septic design, part of the drain field being located in the Township right-of-way and the set back for lake.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.    

Greg Theisen approached the Board to request rezoning of 5.5-acre parcel, the old Township shop location, from Agricultural General to Industrial. He His plans to locate his general contractor’s business for wastewater treatment plants to be set up on that lot.  Mr. Theisen stated he would build a shop that would be approximately 8000 sq ft, and an office approximately 4000 to 5000 sq ft.  He would like to keep the house for rental purposes.  The Board informed Mr. Theisen that the rental property would not be homesteaded, and although there are no regulations against having a residence in an Industrial zoned area, they (the Board) felt it was not appropriate to have rental property on the lot.  The Board also brought up the possibility of vacating Eaken Avenue SE, which curves into a dead end, the part which abuts the subject property, being there is access to the property off of Deegan Avenue SE.  Mr. Theisen seemed interesting in possibly pursuing that idea.  The Board was not sure about changing the zoning, even though it fits into the surrounding area, which is zoned industrial.  Changing the zoning would not be consistent with the land plan, but  and the Board was not sure if it would be considered “spot” zoning.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continued this item to the January 27th in order to gather more information.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Supervisor McDougll shared information regarding her and Supervisor Kelley’s meeting with the attorney about the Township’s annexation agreement with the City of Buffalo.  The Attorney cleared up some “soft” language areas and changed some wording to the agreement.  Supervisor McDougall felt that after getting a map and legal description put together, a copy should go to the City of Buffalo and a meeting be set up. Motion by McDougall second Kelley to send a copy of the agreement with the attachments and a cover letter to the City of Buffalo and set up a meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

The Clerk brought up documents received from an attorney regarding a Quiet Title Action on behalf of residents on 27th Street SE.  The purpose of the action is to assign an accurate legal description to the property that is consistent with the actual occupancy of the property.  The Township is named in the action because 27th Street SE runs through the property.  It seems the original legal did not bring the land up to the road by 28.59 feet, and the Board agreed that the right-of-way in this case is established by use of the Township such as plowing snow, grading and other road maintenance.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to sign the acknowledgment of the receipt of the summons and complaint, and there is no action necessary at this time.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.        

Supervisors

Pam:  Discussed the funds report and maybe how the checking account could be in a higher yield money market account.  Also, how the CD’s could be broken down to smaller CD’s if the interest does not go up, and have them for a shorter term.  The Clerk will check on the money market account next time she makes a bank deposit.
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Supervisors

Pam continued:  Discussed the information she gathered regarding the updating of cell phones for the Maintenance Crew.  Pam will discuss the information received with the Crew to get their ideas and needs.
Karen:  Passed out a draft of the newsletter.  Passed out the response regarding an off duty deputy and hall rental information.  The Board had repealed the ordinance as of the beginning of January 2004.  Clean up days have been scheduled for April 24th and September 18th. 

Dennis:  Brought up the only complaint from a resident regarding the Gaupp dog kennel.  Dennis and Pam have both sat by the kennel at different times and have heard no excessive barking except for an occasional neighborhood bark.                

Clerk:  Will set up a wage/benefit meeting for a morning the week of 1/19/04.  Inquired if Board members were going to a quarterly Cities luncheon in Maple Lake that has a speaker on annexation.  Dennis and Pam will be attending.

No public comments were received.

Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve payments from 12/10/03 through 12/31/03 totaling $150,641.49 and payments from 1/1/04 through 1/13/04 totaling $81,797.43, all paid by checks #11616 through #11668. All voting in favor, oppose none, motion carried.  Supervisor Kelley asked if the Board could get a breakdown of what is left as far as quantities on items billed from Buffalo Bituminous before paying the third payment of the Farmington project.  The Clerk will try and get the information by the next meeting. Motion by Kelley second McDougall to approve the funds report for the end of December 2003, with the total funds minus dedicated reserve being $527,650.58 located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m.

Chair






Clerk
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