January 25, 2005
Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm and the pledge of allegiance was said.

Present were supervisors Beise, Kelley, Daluge and Otto, Supervisor McDougall was excused. Deb Otto took meeting minutes in the absence of the Clerk.
Agenda was reviewed.  The following items will be continued to another meeting:  The Drainage Ponds-Kenneth Beise, Website-John Wetter.  The following items were added Rockford Annexation, Personal Issue and Safety Issues.  Motion by Kelley and second by Daluge to accept the agenda with these revisions.  Motion carried, all in favor. 
Minutes of the January 11, 2005 meeting were reviewed.  There are 2 corrections.  Motion by Otto and second by Daluge to accept with these changes. Supervisor Beise, Otto, Daluge in favor.  Supervisor Kelley abstained.  Motion passed three to one.

Rockford Annexation: Supervisor Beise advised the residents that they had met with the City of Rockford on January 24, 2005.  From that meeting, the City of Rockford advised that they want a road going east from the development so not all traffic will use Gabler Ave.  Supervisor Kelley advised that the City of Rockford had indicated that the public hearing annexation meeting was being held today but that no decision would be made by the city.  Supervisor Otto also advised that even though the City of Rockford would like a road going east out of the development they will not help the developer create the road.  In addition, discussions are still ongoing with the City of Rockford and the developer regarding a road going east.  Supervisor Daluge stated that the City of Rockford has indicated that unless there is an outlet going east no preliminary plat approval would be given.  Supervisor Otto indicated that Rockford Township is continuing to work with the City of Rockford to obtain an orderly annexation agreement.
Resident Dennis Peterson indicated that until there is a road going east and west there is no way to get city sewer and water connected.

A resident asked what would happen if the developer continues without an east/west outlet.  Supervisor Otto responded that basically there is nothing the township can do as the property does abut to Gabler ave.  He also indicated that the township is working with the builder and the City of Rockford to create another outlet.

Supervisor Kelley advised that the developer has indicated they would do some road improvements to Gabler Ave.  -  paving.  With this property becoming a part of the City, the city would then own to the middle of Gabler ave which also creates problems regarding the maintance of the road.

A resident asked if the funds received from an annexation agreement could be marked to go toward the improvement of the specific road.

Supervisor Daluge stated legal issues would not allow this.

Supervisor Otto indicated that if the township had decided to pave Gabler Ave there would have been an assessment per parcel.  
A resident indicated that the assessment should be for frontage footage not per parcel-build able site.

Supervisor Kelley advised that the assessment is done by parcel not frontage as it is an improvement to the value of the land.

Supervisor Daluge stated that the assessment policy is written for the township as a whole.  There is no distinction between agriculture and residential areas.

A resident indicated he is concerned with possible run off from this development, not only after completion but during development and excavation.  He currently has a culvert and dam that takes a lot of water. 
Supervisor Otto indicated that the developer needs to address this.  In addition, the City of Rockford would need to correct any problems.

Resident Dennis Peterson also advised that the state requires erosion control and there are strict controls in place.  If a resident notices that there is erosion there are numbers to call and they need to make the state aware of the problem.

Road Improvement for Gabler Ave:  Supervisor Otto advised that an engineering  contract for services from LHB has been received.  Motion by Otto and second by Daluge to forward to the attorney for review.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Maintenance Crew: Crew member Dick Schlagel advised that he was still waiting for one additional bid on the hoist.  The current bids received are all electric and the one he was waiting for was not.  The current bid shows a 3 ton electric hoist to be about $6200.  Supervisor Otto indicated that the current hoist can not be used and needs to be removed from the shop.  The board indicated that perhaps the current hoist could be offered in the newsletter as scrap.  A hold harmless agreement would need to be signed by the purchaser.

Personal Issues: Supervisor Otto indicated that time cards are not being fully completed nor signed.  With any other claim, the board reviews the bill before approving. He is suggesting that the pay period for township employees be changed to every two weeks.  This would allow time for the board to approve the claim.  Supervisor Kelley advised that the auditor had also recommended this.  There have been past concerns regarding this issue as the board does not see the claim before the check is signed.  Motion by Otto and second by Kelley to change pay period to every 2 weeks.  Supervisor Daluge and Beise against.  Supervisor Kelly and Otto voted for the motion.
Supervisor Daluge indicated that he wants more information before making a decision.  Another meeting is being scheduled to discuss this.

Safety Issues:  Supervisor Otto advised that corrections need to be made in the shop.  There should never be anything stored on the electric panel.  The cabs of the plow trucks had loose tools and aerosol cans not secured- some aerosol cans did not have a cap.  Chemicals in the shop need to be stored correctly.  Motion by Otto and second by Kelley to authorize the crew to obtain the required fire cabinets to store chemicals correctly.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  Styrofoam cannot be exposed there needs to be some type of fire coating.  Supervisor Beise indicated he would get a bid to correct the Styrofoam problem.  

Supervisors:
Supervisor Kelley advised that she located a copy of the previous copy of the hourly equipment quote bill from Catjo and Hayes.  This has been given to the township clerk.

Supervisor Beise reminded the board members of the meeting at the capital on Thursday January 27, 2005.

Supervisor Daluge advised that he is gathering additional information on the PA system.  He should have it ready for the next meeting.  

Motion by Supervisor Daluge to adjourn

2nd by Supervisor Kelley.

Motion carried, all voting in favor.   
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