January 27th 2004

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The January 27th 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m., and the pledge to the flag was recited.  Present were Beise, Kelley, Husom and McDougall.  The Chair asked for additions to the agenda, Buffalo annexation  and the Orderly Annexation Agreement with Buffalo was added along with the Resolution to Authorize payment for the Building Manager.  The agenda was then adopted with the changes.  The minutes from the January 13th 2004 regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  The Chair called for any corrections to the minutes, the following are corrections:  Under Greg Theisen the following should read:  His He plans to locate his general contractor’s business for waste water treatment plants to be set up on that lot.   The Board also brought up the possibility of vacating that part of Eaken Avenue SE, which curves into a dead end, that abuts the subject property.  Changing the zoning would not be consistent with the land plan, but  and the Board wan was not sure if it would be considered “spot” zoning.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve the January 13th 2004 minutes with the changes.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items:  Brad Burns - Rezoning continued from January 13th meeting.  Mr. Burns stated that he had met with the landowner, Earl Dixon, whom he said did not have a problem with building a shed and leasing it to Mr. Burns with the option of a lifetime lease option. Long term lease.  Mr. Burns informed the Board the shed would only be used for storage of personal property and items for his business would not be kept at this site.  The shed would be 40’x70 with a height of 12-14 ft.  The Board had concerns over the height of the shed and the location of a driveway, if one were to be allowed. where the driveway would go.  It was agreed that this was the same plan presented before and basically nothing had been changed. on the plans from 5-6 years ago, which The Board had denied the application for a number of reasons.rezoning due to a list of conditions that were not met, but The County staff had agreed, but the County Board voted to approve despite those recommendations. approved, which then the Township went to court and Mr. Burns lost.  The Township then pursued the matter in Court and their recommended denial was upheld. The Board urged Mr. Burns to contact Planning & Zoning and discuss his newest plans using long term lease. about the landowner building and granting a lifetime lease.  The Board  Chair Beise wanted Mr. Burns to wait until spring so they could look at the lot without snow to discuss the driveway, height of the shed, drainage, etc.  Supervisor Kelley discussed the information she received from Planning & Zoning regarding the parcel and what may be legal and illegal.  No motion by the Board.  Mr. Burns was advised to check with Planning & Zoning for alternatives.

Dave Szykulski – Approval of plans for a new residence on Dean Lake continued from the January 13th meeting.  Mr. Szykulski submitted a new application to the County Board of Adjustment.  Supervisor Kelley informed the Board that she had spoken to Sean Riley and had been told that the County considers the planned room to be a den because it doesn’t have a closet, even if it could be used as a bedroom later.it did not matter to the County if Mr. Szkulski’s plan had a den it was considered a den on the plans, and not a potential bedroom.  Supervisor Kelley She also informed the Board that, according to Sean, if the new mound system eventually should fail, it can be removed, and another mound be installed in its place.  The Board discussed how the plans show that a corner of the new septic system may beis in the Township’s right-of-way.  The Board and Mr. Szykulski agreed that a  felt a berm or retaining wall could would work to prevent the septic system from interfering with the well around the part of the septic system that is in the Township right-of-way.   Mr. Szykulski will install a retaining wall to had no problem of installing a retaining wall as soon as possible to avoid any future potential problems with the right-of-way.   There was also a question as to the request of a variance from the lake.  Mr. Szykulski was asking for a variance to allow a of 65 ft. setback from the lake, but the survey showed a setback of 74 ft.  Mr. Szykulski stated that he needed 74ft but was asking for 65ft “to be sure”.   Motion by Kelley second McDougall to continue this item to the County Planning & Zoning meeting on February 13th to discuss the discrepancies between in the survey presented and the application submitted.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items: Greg Theisen – Rezoning 5.5 acres (old Township shop location) continued from the January 13th meeting.   Access to the property was discussed.  The best access would be by the railroad due to the mound system being in the way of the alternate access.  The Board discussed the information they received from Planning & Zoning regarding the question of spot zoning.  According to Planning & Zoning, due to the rare and unique circumstances of the property being nearly surrounded by industrial land, changing of the zoning from AG to Industrial would not be considered spot zoning.  It was noted that a similar rezoning had been approved 10 years ago or so.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the rezoning of the 5.5-acre lot from Ag to  (I-1) General Industry as requested.  The Township acknowledges that this although it does not comply with the land use plan, but does not feel that it constitutes “spot zoning” because of due to the rare and unique circumstances of being surrounded by a predominance of commercial/industrial property, and because of the precedence set by the previous rezoning of the neighboring parcel. which is why the Township does not feel it is spot zoning.  All in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Mr. Theisen inquired about vacating a part of the Township road, and informed that he is agreeable having the  the Board he would be willing to work with the Township vacate that portion of the road..    

New Business 

Gary D’Heilly was not present regarding Charlotte Shores West.

Doug Brown approached the Board regarding approval of a variance for a new house in Rassatt Addition.  Mr. Brown presented a plans for substantial land alterations, along with a surveys, septic system designs, wetland reports and the old 2003 survey and the 1977 plat drawing map and the proposed sitting of the home and septic system.   The Board inquired as to how he would build on a wet lot.  Mr. Brown explained that the whole lot would be reengineered, and wetland would be mitigated.  Mr. Brown told the Board that a secondary septic site was not needed, and they wanted to start building as soon as possible.  The House would be 3-bedroom, 2-bath and approximately 1300 square feet.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to continue this item to the February 10th meeting for further research.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.                   

The Clerk had to leave at 8:30 p.m. the following are the minutes continued by Supervisor McDougall:    

Orderly Annexation Agreement – The Board gave final review to the draft of the proposed Orderly Annexation Agreement.  The agreement and a cover letter will be sent off to the City of Buffalo.  McDougall reported that the legal descriptions are not ready from the County Auditor’s office, and that they will forward them to us when completed.  This will be noted in the letter to the City.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve the Orderly Annexation Agreement and forward it to the City of Buffalo for their consideration.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  McDougall and Kelley will review the cover letter over the weekend and will direct the Clerk to mail the letter and agreement early next week.

McDougall read resolution #1-2004 for Contract for Services for the Building Management position, authorizing McDougall to perform and receive payment for that service.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve resolution #1-2004.  Three voting in favor, opposed none, McDougall abstained, motion carried. 

Supervisors

Husom – Nothing to report.

McDougall – Nothing to report.

Kelley – Nothing to report.

Beise – Discussed the Wright County Economic Development Partnership meeting he and Supervisor Kelley attended.  The meeting featured a guest speaker on annexations.  Beise felt that it was geared against the Townships.   Chair Beise reported on the quote for improvements to the north and west walls of the shop.  The improvement was to upgrade the insulation factor, ease the maintenance to the walls and improve visibility in the shop area.  The work would include stripping, sealing, insulating and covering the walls with white steel.  The Chair stated that Mr. Weege could do the work now since it was a slow time for him, and a decision should be made soon.  Al Weege was to telephone the Board that evening with the final quote.  The Board did not receive a call during the meeting time, and felt a special meeting should be scheduled to address that item.   Supervisor Kelley asked that cell phones be added to the special meeting since the Maintenance Crew may be in attendance.  The Chair called for a Special Meeting for February 2nd 2004 at 8:00 a.m. at the Town Hall.  Items on the agenda for the meeting will be the improvements to the north and west walls of the shop and revaluation of the cell phone program.  The Chair reported that he met with Wright Hennepin Electric regarding raising power lines above certain Township roads.  Wright Hennepin agreed to raise their power lines to a minimum height of 19-ft above the Township’s roads.

Public Comments:  Paul Aarestad, Chairman of the Land Use Planning Committee, joined the meting and reported the progress on the progress of the committee.  Paul encouraged the Board to read through the comments on the surveys that were submitted.  He has furnished the Board some preliminary information on the reports that will be given at the Annual Meeting.

Bills were reviewed.  Motion by Husom second Kelley to pay the bills totaling $73,594.75.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Chair





Clerk
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