February 24th 2004

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The February 24th 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m., and the pledge to the flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley, and Husom was absent.  The Chair asked for any additions to the agenda, the Clerk added the Hurst annexation, the Board wanted to add LHB Engineers, and the Buffalo annexation.  The agenda was then adopted with the additions.  The minutes from the February 10th 2004 regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Supervisor Kelley handed out changes from the January 27th meeting along with the changes from the February 10th meeting.   Supervisor McDougall suggested that the minutes be deferred to the abbreviated meeting on March 9th so the Board and the Clerk had time to read the changes.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to defer the minutes of January 27th and February 10th to the March 9th abbreviated meeting for approval to give the Board and Clerk time to read the changes.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

Continued Items from February 10th 

· Doug Brown – Approval of CUP for land alteration to allow excavating of 600 cubic yards in the wetland, and bring in 2200 cubic yards of fill.  Mr. Brown asked a continuance of this item from the Town Board until the County meets regarding the CUP.  The Board informed Mr. Brown that the County would probably hold a site inspection in which the Town Board would want to take part in.  The Board informed Mr. Brown that the County continued his item and would possibly deny his request based on ‘finding the facts” investigation.  The Board told the Clerk to let the County know they would want to attend a site inspection regarding this CUP matter.

· Mr. D’Heilly – Charlotte Shores West center road line approval.  Mr. D’Heilly explained the changes to the center road line within the cul-de-sac, and how it makes sense curving the center- line to the south because of the topography of the lots and bluff.  The Town Board stressed that the Cul-de-sac is public land owned by the Township, and that the r-o-w goes into an individual’s lot.  Mr. D’Heilly informed the Board that a temporary access easement would be granted to the Township indefinite or until the Township would vacate the cul-de-sac.  Mr. D’Heilly said attorneys would draw up the easement.  Supervisor Kelley asked about the junk in the ravine and if it has been cleaned up.  Mr. D’Heilly was not sure.  Mr. D’Heilly also told the Board that he received a response back from the County Attorney’s office regarding sufficient capacity for hook up to the sewer.  The response did say there was sufficient capacity for at least 7-additional connections.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to approve the centerline location of the road for Charlotte Shores West.  All voting in favor, motion carried.  

New Business

· Mr. Norton: Mailbox problem – Mr. Norton was not in attendance.
· David & Rebecca Malinek: Permit review of Pro-Kare Landscaping.  Malineks have done the clean up required of them, and stated they do not use their property 
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for any bulk storage due to the land flooding.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to renew Pro-Kare Landscaping’s permit for 2-years.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

· Dust Control:  The Clerk wanted to know from the Board when they would like the bids to go out for dust control.  The Board felt the second meeting in April would be a good time to open bids for dust control application, the beginning of June.
· Hurst Annexation:  Don Hurst was present to inform the Board that the City of Rockford felt that the Township’s annexation compensation policy was too much money to pay per acre.  The Board told Mr. Hurst that the City does not pay the developers pay.   Mr. Hurst said the City did not want to set a precedence even though they (the City) do not pay.  The Board conveyed their feeling to Mr. Hurst that the City should pay if they do not want a contested annexation.  Mr. Hurst mentioned that he called the City of Buffalo and was told they do not want to pay the annexation compensation policy either because they felt it was too much.  The Board told Mr. Hurst that maybe a deal between the Township and developer could be done before annexation so the City would not have to worry about setting a precedent.  
· Tim Korby: Tim Korby from LHB Engineers & Architects approached the Board about his “full” service engineering & architect services.  Mr. Korby has prior experience working with Townships.  Mr. Korby told the Board that the company has no jobs in Wright County yet, so there would be no conflicts of interest.  The Company would bill the Township hourly for reviewing new road plans which runs about $65-$75 per hour, and would not charge to come to meetings.  The Board asked if Mr. Korby had any experience with bonding, in which he said he does help write notices for hearings, resolutions, and runs everything by attorneys.  He also said that he uses 3-different bonding companies.  Mr. Korby would be exclusive to the Township and would maybe send a field person once in a while to help him out.    
· City of Buffalo Annexation: Supervisor McDougall brought up the point that the letter from the City of Buffalo regarding the orderly annexation agreement, seemed like the Township’s annexation compensation policy was misunderstood.   The Board members were in agreement that a meeting should take place so both parties could work on the agreement and be comfortable with it.  Supervisor Kelley inquired about the legal description of the orderly annexation, and what to do with a little triangle piece of property on the south side of 8th Street SE, when the rest of the property is to the north in the OOA area.  The little piece of left over property would be useless, but it could possibly be attached to the 2-parcels to the north.  Supervisor McDougall figured the little piece of property could be purchased by or given to the adjoining property owners on the south side. The Board agreed that the sooner a meeting with the City of Buffalo the better and asked the Clerk to check on March 4th or March 11th for a dinner meeting at the Town Hall at 6:00 p.m.  It was mentioned that the Board needed to appoint 2-Board members to meet with the City of Rockford to discuss 
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annexation issues.  The Board members that have gone to the meetings in the past have since resigned.

Supervisors

Pam:  Brought up minutes that were not on the web page along with minutes that showed approved that were not approved.  Also said that the PDF format was not available.  The Clerk will try and check with the web-master.  Informed the Board that Verizon would upgrade the existing cell phone line and open one new line.  Felt that the CD that was coming due March 1st should be cashed in and deposited into the new savings account to earn more interest.  The Board agreed.  Informed the Board that the Auditor said the audit should be done by 2/29/04 and would come out and discuss the report with the Board.  Beise told the Board that the CPA he checked with was not interested in the Township.

Karen:  Explained about the damage to the wall by the bathroom cause from the hall renters from the past weekend.  Inquired from the Board how they wanted it repaired, either have the Crew fix it of have a professional fix it.  The estimated cost is $100.  The Board said get a professional to fix it.  The Capital trip will be 2/28/04 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm; car pools will leave from Walmart at 8:30 am.  

Dennis:  Nothing to report at this time.

Clerk:  Would be working on the proposed levy for the Annual meeting and will let the Board review it before it is printed.  Reminded the Board that she would be gone 2/27 – 3/3 due to family medical reasons.

Bills were reviewed.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to pay the bills totaling $316,403.08, paid by checks #11719 through #11743.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Chair




Clerk
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