March 25th 2004

Park Dedication fees, annexation

and other items for discussion

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with everyone joining in for the pledge to the flag.  Present were Officers from Franklin Township, Marysville Township, Rockford Township, and Woodland Township.

There was background information shared regarding park dedications fees explaining how the County charges for them.  The fees are charged by how many acres are being developed.   It seems that the 75% can be banked, pooled and be spent in the township for land acquisition for parks, but none of the 75% can be spent on maintenance or operating expenses.   The group discussed how most parks for residents are on the west side of the county.  It was brought up that Rockford Township spent $100,000 in park dedications fees to the county, but only spent $10,000 on used swing set, $48 mowing, $385 on more mowing and thistles.   Dorothy you can confirm this with your tape.  I thought it was 10,000 for a swing set but with all the talking it was hard to hear.

The group felt that the County was concerned that the townships might take small projects 

Dorothy I couldn’t hear after that

The group talked about how a joint pool may work with the townships and that they could designate a area before pooling the money Dorothy you might confirm this

It was explained that the law for Dedication of Park Land came into effect after May of 2003, in which a county may share the revenue with a city or town in the county.    

The group discussed the up coming Township Officers meeting and the presentation the county is going to make regarding park dedication fees and probably ask that the county keep the money.  It was brought up that after establishing the park it could be donated to the county, which led into who would maintain the park.   Dorothy you might confirm this  

A suggestion made was that the director should bring up the point that the Townships do not want to relinquish the money, but would want to do a study, and have a set of questions for Mark ? Dorothy didn’t catch his last name  The point was made that Two years ago park dedications feed were small, now it’s gone bonkers.  It is income that the county did not have before. 

Franklin Township asked if Marysville & Woodland would be willing to work with Rockford and them to share a regional park.  Marysville said they would want to wait and see what will happen, but that it wasn’t a bad idea.   It was said having a united front at the Officers meeting was important. Dorothy you can confirm this 

Meeting adjourned at 8:32p.m.

Dorothy all this can be corrected and incorporated into your minutes.  Please send me your finished minutes back.   It was so noisy most of the time with side conversations I couldn’t hear too good.

Lori
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