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May 17, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors  Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Eckblad, and Otto; Clerk McDougall, Crew Hafften and Crew Schlagel.
Presentation of Defibrillator – 
Steve Huston donated a Defibrillator to the Rockford Township from Bank West, and Mary Clem from Allina Community Health.  The Board will arrange for defibrillator training in the near future and will have the LifeStart™ AED Cabinet installed in the entryway of the Town Hall for easy access by hall users.  
Agenda: 
The application from Qwest, Halsey Paving Project options, and the anonymous letter were added to the agenda under New Items #19.  The resignation letter and resignation withdrawal letter from Crew Hafften were added under Maintenance Crew items.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor McDougall to accept the agenda with the above additions.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Meeting Minutes: 
· A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Daluge to approve the continued Board of Equalization meeting minutes from April 19, 2005 as printed.    Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor McDougall to approve the meeting minutes from May 3, 2005, with one correction on page 3.    Motion carried by a vote of 4 to 1 in favor.  Supervisors McDougall, Beise, Eckblad, and Daluge in favor.  Supervisor Otto opposed because he felt certain items should be excluded.

Correction from meeting minutes of May 3, 2005

The resident also expressed concern that it seems some of the Board is more concerned with the developers and not the residents.  

Maintenance Crew:
· Crew Schlagel gave the mower quotes to the Board.  This item will be addressed at the next meeting. 
· Crew Hafften submitted a resignation and two days later withdrew the resignation.  He decided that after working for Rockford Township for 20 years as of May 20, 2005, he does not want to resign.  Crew Hafften has received numerous calls from residents wanting him to continue working for the Township.  

Members of the audience expressed their opinions of the great service Crew Hafften has provided during his 20 years tenure, and also the dedication he has shown to the Township.  These same members of the audience also felt strongly that the current staff of Rockford should be shown normal courtesy and respect in their jobs, without being bullied.
Three of the Supervisors were glad that the resignation had been withdrawn.  
Supervisor Otto would like the ongoing investigation of Crew Hafften to be completed and requested that Crew Hafften resignation be accepted, effective May 25, 2005.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to acknowledge the resignation and the resignation withdrawal    Motion carried by a vote of 4 to 1 in favor.  Supervisors McDougall, Beise, Eckblad, and Daluge in favor.  Supervisor Otto opposed because the investigation was incomplete.

Continued Items:
Kurt Lofrano – Variance removes and replace existing pole shed – 
Resident Lofrano asked the Board to approve a variance allowing replacement of a 1500 sq. ft. pole shed with a new 1728 sq. ft. shed.  New shed to be built in the same location.  The Board looked at the current shed and did not feel the replacement shed would not cause any site problems.  There were no noted concerns from neighbors.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to allow the County to grant a variance as applied for.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

ATV – Complaint – 
Supervisor Otto stated that the address on the complaint was the complainant’s work address and therefore did not feel it appropriate to talk with the complainant about the ATV concerns there.  Supervisor Beise informed the Board that the Sheriff’s Office will monitor this area more often and, if there are other areas that need to be monitored, the Board should notify the Sheriff’s Department.  
City of Hanover – Annexation – 
The Board discussed meeting with the City of Hanover to discuss future annexation.  The Clerk will contact the City of Hanover and set up a meeting with the entire Board for the end of May or early June 2005.  
New Agenda Items:
Lloyd Mattson – Deck Request – 

Mattson requested approval for the addition of a 12 X 7 ft. uncovered deck.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to allow the construction of the 12 x 7 ft. deck per the plans submitted.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Darrel Farr Orderly Annexation Agreement – 3603 & 3559 Jansen Ave. SE - 

Farr gave the Board copies of the petitions for annexation of 3603 and 3559 Jansen Ave. SE to the City of Rockford.  Levis also provided a map of the property.  The Clerk will check with the City of Rockford to find out if they have drafted an orderly annexation agreement or if the Township should draft an agreement before the meeting with the City of Rockford on May 23, 2005.  
The board continued this item for the next regular meeting so the Board can have the proper documents to make their decision for the possible approval of the orderly annexation agreement.  

Pete Hayes Construction – Variance – Garage Addition – 
David Poate requested approval of a variance to build a 24x48 ft. garage addition to the existing 24x24 ft. garage, in line with the existing structure.  Poate presented a drawing to the board of the existing garage and the proposed addition.  The addition would be for storage purposes only and not a commercial business.  

The Board will inspect the site on Monday May 23, 2005 at 5:00 p.m.  This item was continued to June 7, 2005 regular meeting.  
Bea & Russ Zimmerman – Tear down and rebuild home – 166 Gillard Ave. SE
Russ Zimmerman asked the board for approval to tear down and rebuild the existing home located on Lot 14 and part of lot 13 in Charlotte Acres.  Zimmerman would like to rebuild the new home 59- 60 feet from the centerline of the road, move 10 feet further back from the lake line, and fill in the yard to what the DNR will allow.  The new home would be a 2-story structure with no basement.    
The Board will inspect the site on Monday May 23, 2005 at 4:30 p.m.  This item was continued to June 7, 2005 regular meeting.  

Township Assessor Contract  

As of June 1, 2005, Assessor Andrew Merges will no longer be a Township employee and will with draw from the Public Employees Retirement Program.  Merges will now contract with the Township.  The Clerk will fill out the proper paper work for PERA and send Merges a W-9 form for tax purposes.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto to accept Andrew Merges Assessor contract to be paid in 12 monthly installments of $1,370.83.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Miske / Walters’s annexation – Matt Goldstein – Lundgren Brothers 
Matt Goldstein had nothing to report.  Another representative will attend the meeting on Monday, May 23, 2005. 
City of Buffalo- Annexation request for State HWY Dept. on HWY 25 Section 7, range 25 of Rockford Township
Lorean Bodin from the City of Buffalo and Greg Windsdon from MNDOT requested from the Rockford Township Board to annex the State Highway Department for sewer and water hook up.  The Board will discuss at a future meeting.
Virgil Wagner – Mining – To separate 30 acres from 113 to build a house- 6417 St. HWY 55 SE
Wagner requested approval from the Board to split a 113-Acre parcel, to divide his portion of the land with his other family members into thirds.
A Motion was made by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to divide a third of the property and that it will still fit into the Township Land Use Plan.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Dickinson Station – 

Dennis Cornelius from AMCON Construction Management presented to the Board a proposal for a new building of Section 14, Range 25 of Rockford Township.  The building would be 5700 sq. ft. within the fenced in area.  This building would be for a back up control building for Great River Energy.  

A Motion was made by Otto and seconded by Daluge to allow AMCON and Great River Energy to build the proposed building as presented by Dennis Cornelius.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Benefits / Excess wages payout – 
The Board reviewed the hours of vacation and compensatory time for the crew.

A Motion was made by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to pay out the benefits owed to the crew if they add up correctly.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
The Board will have Supervisor Otto review the pay out for each employee to make sure the amount is correct.
A Motion was made by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to have Supervisor Otto look at the vacation and compensatory time hours of payout.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

The Board discussed the office hours for the Township.  

A Motion was made by Otto and seconded by McDougall that the workweek would reflect and be as stated as the March 22, 2005 meeting minutes read with the set office hours.  Motion failed 4 to 1 with Supervisors McDougall, Beise, Daluge, Eckblad opposed and Supervisor Otto in favor.    
Farmington Ave. Sign off for Final Payment - 


The Farmington road project was completed.
A Motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to make the final payment for the Farmington Project.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Qwest Utility Line – 

A Motion by Otto and seconded by Eckblad to continue to the next regular meeting so the Board can review the site in question.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Halsey Avenue Paving Project – 

The Board listed options to have the Clerk find out the cost from LHB for the Paving Project.  

A Motion was made by McDougall and seconded by Daluge to have LHB Engineering come up with an option to include items from the work session that was held on May 16, 2005.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, Daluge in favor and Supervisor Otto opposed and felt the Township has spent enough money on this project already. 

Public Comment – 

Resident Kelley made a public comment about a possible conflict of interest with Supervisor McDougall and Clerk McDougall being related and that Supervisor McDougall should abstain from Motions that apply to the Clerk/Treasurer.  Resident Kelley also felt their was a conflict of interest with Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften since they were related also.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board and the resident that Crew Hafften is in no way related to her.  
Supervisor McDougall commented that in the hiring process of Clerk McDougall she stayed out of the process completely and recommended to Clerk McDougall not to take the job.  Supervisor McDougall also stated she does not vote on items related to the Clerk/Treasurer.
Supervisors
· Supervisor Eckblad - None
· Supervisor McDougall – Informed the Board that at the Township County meeting, the County would not be vacating the road for Theisen at Section 15, range 25 of Rockford Township due to opposition of adjoining property owner. 
· Supervisor Daluge – Asked if the numbers for the Websites have come in yet.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board that John Wetter stated he is working on getting the numbers and recommends that the Township get rid of one of the sites since the work seems to be being duplicated.  
· Supervisor Otto – Requested that the Clerk copy requests and drafted letters.  Supervisor Otto commented the meeting with the County did not have the proper paperwork and was not mailed out.  Clerk McDougall stated the documents in question were mailed out the day after the regular meeting that the Board approved them.  
· Supervisor Beise – Commented of the meeting held in Rockford on May 12, 2005 about the intersection of Gabler Ave. and Highway 55 SE.  
Clerk 
The Clerk asked if the Board wanted the crew to attend the flag training in St. Michael on May 20, 2005.  The Board felt the crew did not need this type of training.  

The Clerk thanked Supervisor Eckblad for the crew on walking through the shop and going over safety items.  

Review of Bills – 
A Motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to pay Claim # 12285 to # 12308 for $ 37,639.26.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Rachelle L. McDougall Statement:

In the open meeting held on May 17, 2005, I made a statement to the Board that although I did not want to bring in an attorney, I had been advised on certain steps that I should take when the meetings seem to get out of order.  I informed the Board that many items are brought up in open meetings that should be discussed in closed meetings.  I asked that the Board to conduct all meetings in a professional manor.

Rachelle L. McDougall  

Larry Otto Statement:

Clerk McDougall indicated that she had talked to legal council and that if Supervisor Otto continued to bring up items about the Clerk at Public Meeting, the Clerk was considering legal action.  Clerk McDougall also made reference to an audience member who was also possibly considering legal action.  At the end of discussion, Supervisor McDougall asked that the Township Insurance Co. be notified because of possible legal action against a supervisor or the Board as a whole.

Larry Otto

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM.

______________________________________________________DATE:__________

Chairperson (Dennis Beise)

______________________________________________________DATE:___________

Clerk/Treasurer (Rachelle L. McDougall)
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