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July 5, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors  Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Schlagel.
Agenda: 
The meeting minutes of June 29, 2005 were added to the agenda.  

A Motion was made by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to accept the agenda with the addition.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Meeting Minutes: 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to approve the meeting minutes of June 21, 2005 with the changes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

· Corrections and additions of the June 21, 2005 minutes

Supervisor Otto would not insist on paying out the previous years wage rates. suggested paying out the time at the current rate for the employees.  

Hanley asked that Supervisor Otto resign from his position as Township Supervisor.  Supervisor Otto commented that he has not been proven guilty of any charges at this time.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the meeting minutes from June 29, 2005 with the changes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
· Corrections and additions of the June 29, 2005 minutes

Attorney Tiede stated that if the allegations made by Supervisor Otto are true, they are significant and may have statutory consequences.  He will follow the wishes of the Board, but advises caution and careful thought before proceeding.  The attorney felt that if these allegations were true then he should not be the one to proceed in this matter.  

Maintenance Crew

The Board discussed mowing two paths in Trumpeters Pass and one path in Rockford Ranch.  Supervisor McDougall noted concerns with the mowing since the Township has not taken over these roads and felt the mowing of two paths should be billed out.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Otto to mow two passes on Trumpeters Pass and one on Rockford Ranch and not bill for this.  Motion carried four to one.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, Daluge and Otto.  Opposed:  Supervisor McDougall since the road has not been taken over by the Township.  

Crew Schlagel informed the Board that two roadwork signs have been purchased.   

Continued Items:
Benefits / Excess wages payout – 
The Board discussed the report for vacation and compensatory time that was provided by the clerk at the previous meeting
The Clerk and Deputy Clerk went through thirty years of time cards for Crew Schlagel and 20 years for Crew Hafften.  The Time cards were compared to the payroll worksheets and the payroll checks that were paid to the employees.  The Clerk noted that the only way to verify the amounts was to go back these years instead of going off previous clerk records.  

Supervisor Otto wanted more clarification for when the compensatory time was paid out in 1994.  Clerk McDougall will provide more information at the next meeting.  
Supervisor McDougall noted that she informed Clerk McDougall that in the previous year’s overtime was not paid at time and a half and when the crew banked these hours, it was at straight time.  Clerk McDougall included this when doing the report.  
Supervisor Beise will contact Jim Taylor the former Clerk to get his input in this matter.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to continue to the next regular meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

New Agenda Items:

Joe Francis – Halsey Drainage Question – 
Sue Francis 529 Halsey Ave. SE requested the Board to consider the drainage problem at this property.  Francis would like to be assessed for the cost of a new culvert to fix the drainage problem on this parcel.    

The Board discussed that the Halsey Paving Project did not include fixing this drainage problem but would look into this since it would not be any additional cost for the township.  

The Board will look at this area on the road inspection.  

Jim Heberling – Calder Ave and Misc. Complaints
Heberling expressed concerns that the township was spending money for blacktopping 30th when there seems to be no money for this and wanted clarification.  The Board informed Heberling that the township was paving a portion of 30th St. SE east of Dague Ave. SE and not the entire road.  
Heberling wanted to know when the Paving on Calder Ave. SE was going to be addressed and that the petition for Calder Ave met all criteria when it was submitted.  Supervisor McDougall informed Heberling that Calder Ave SE is on this list for paving but other roads are being paved before this road.  
Heberling asked for clarification on the road counter that was placed on Calder Ave. SE.  Crew Schlagel informed Heberling that the township does counts periodically on all the roads to see how much traffic has increased so the board can assign priority.  The count for one week on Calder Ave SE just south of 5th St. SE was 3,838 vehicles.  

Other noted concerns from Heberling were heavy equipment traveling on this gravel road and felt it was not meant for these types of vehicles.  Heberling asked the Board why the dust control was applied a week later this year than last year.  Supervisor McDougall gave the update on dust control and the scheduling conflicts.  

Noise Complaint from water skiing business on Dean Lake
The County has sent a letter to this resident about operating a business in a residential district.   The Board did not take any action with this complaint.
Clarifying of a Cartway at 1855 20th St. SE -
Clerk McDougall explained that this property owner would like a letter from the Township stating that this is a cartway and not a township road.  The Board will find out what the County has on record for this property. 
Boondock’s Saloon – Liquor License Renewal -
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad, seconded by Daluge to sign the renewal for Boondock’s Saloon Liquor License, and noted that there have been no complaints in the last year for this business.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Cost of living increase for full time employees -

Supervisor Otto informed the Board that the increase should only be for Crew Schlagel and not for Crew Hafften or Clerk McDougall since these employees were reprimanded and one employee was still under review in three months.  Supervisor Otto recommended the Board review the information from the Township association for this issue.  

Supervisor Beise recommended a 2.5 % increase.  Supervisor Eckblad will do some investigating of what the cost of living increase should be for this area.    

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to continue this to the next meeting to allow for investigation of the different rates.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Public Comment – Ken Felger 2658 Hamlin Ave. SE
Felger expressed concerns of the Wright County decision to deny the rezoning of his property to 2.5-acre or 5-acre lots. 
Felger expressed concern that the town board had given the support unanimously for the rezoning and could not understand the counties decision for denial.  Felger expressed that the township board of supervisors are his elected officials and would like to know what can be done about the counties decision.  
The Board will get an update from the county attorney and township attorney to see where they are at with the Subdivision authority.  The Clerk will request copies of the meeting minutes from the county meeting with the township board held on May 11, 2005 in Wright County.  

Felger requested the Board to find out more answers for the next meeting.  The Board will get the findings of the Felger rezoning and try to meet with the county. 

A Motion was made by Otto and seconded by Eckblad to write to the County and ask that no further action be taken on the Felger Petition for rezoning.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisors
Supervisor Otto – 
Otto noted that it might be a good idea to have the vacation and sick time calculated on the payroll checks.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board the CTAS accounting program would not calculate that on the checks.
The amount of dust control was discussed noted that the township has already applied 60,000 gallons and the bid was for approximately 70,000 gallons.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to purchase more dust control if needed and to look at the amount that might be needed in the future.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

Otto would like to have Wayne Fingalson attend the next meeting to get an update for the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition.  

Otto recommended a resolution be prepared for a motion that was passed at a previous meeting about
Supervisor Daluge – Daluge informed the Board he is still waiting for more information on the salt shed for the township.
Supervisor McDougall – McDougall informed the board about the annual meeting for the Association of Townships is going to be in Alexandria this year and reservations should be made. 
McDougall also noted that the paving for the 22nd St. SE turnaround would be blacktopped by August 1, 2005.  The board will discuss this at the next regular meeting.   
Supervisor Eckblad – NONE
Supervisor Beise – Beise informed the board that he would bring two bids for the black toping to the next meeting.  Beise also gave the information for a speaker system to the clerk to look into the cost.  
Clerk – 
Clerk McDougall asked for permission from the Board to mail out a letter to a resident about debris in a ditch.  The Board approved the letter to be mailed out.  

Clerk McDougall informed the Board of an injury that happened at work on June 28, 2005 and asked the Board if they would accept or denied the claim for the work injury.  The report was not filled out until July 5, 2005 and the injury occurred on June 28, 2005.  The Board discussed that an injury should be reported the day it happens.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to deny the work comp claim altogether first report of injury because of the time and date of the report.  Motion carried four to one.  In favor: Supervisor Otto, Daluge, Beise, and Eckblad.  Abstained:  Supervisor McDougall  

Review of Bills – 
A Motion was made by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to pay Claim # 12350 to # 12366 for $ 49,997.88.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A Motion by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.

______________________________________________________DATE:__________

Chairperson (Dennis Beise)

______________________________________________________DATE:___________

Clerk/Treasurer (Rachelle L. McDougall)
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