September 15th, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting 
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The September 15, 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:04p.m. By Chair, Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley, Daluge, Otto, and Clerk McDougall.  
2) Agenda - Motion by McDougall and second by Otto, to accept the agenda.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 

3) Minutes - Motion by McDougall and second by Daluge to accept the August 24 meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 
Motion by McDougall and second by Otto, to accept the August 25 meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Motion by Kelley and second by Otto to accept the August 31 meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Continued Items 

4) Gabler Ravine - Johnston Fargo Culvert, Inc. inspected the culvert and found the culvert, inside about 20’ or so the top was caved in, also the sides are being pushed out to give the pipe an arched or deformed look.  There was water in the bottom of the pipe and it appeared that the bottom was in the first stage of buckling up from the bottom.  There was also rust on the bottom and up on the sides.  
Ron Shea inspected the culvert and stated that if the pipe were relined he would not use lining that is more than a 30” outside diameter.  However, you would be restricting the flow from a 48” to a 30”, which is drastic.  The pipe would then need to be grouted after liner is installed, an estimated cost for the liner delivered to the site would be in the area of seventy dollars per foot.  This is only the product cost.  Installation and grouting would be extra and performed by a contractor.  The pipe was installed between 1972 and 1973 according to an old tag on the culvert.  After reviewing this site twice, he would not recommend lining the 48” pipe in its present condition.

Supervisor Daluge suggested finding out from Soil and Water, the flow of the water, if a 30” liner was going to be placed inside the culvert.  Supervisor McDougall had contacted him, the need to get back to her.
Supervisor Otto believes it would be a poor decision to put in a smaller culvert.

Tim Korby (Engineer) Stated that a smooth pipe allows the water to flow easier than the corrugated pipe.

Supervisor Daluge suggested doing something temporary.  Supervisor Otto believes a few more hard rains it could lead to an emergency repair of the road.  Daluge suggested a rip-rap, to be put in on the bottom temporarily.  The vegetation is gone on the South side and a four ft. hole has washed out from the last rainfall.  
Supervisor Kelley suggested using reflective barrels to direct traffic away from the edge.  Supervisor Otto informed the Board that caution tape is currently being used on this Ravine.  The Board agreed to continue this until the next meeting to find out the water flow from Soil and Water.  
5) Patricia Brown – Variance to allow horses on less than 4 acres in an existing pole shed. -  Patricia Brown presented the Board with pictures of the property and she stated that this is actually two P.I.D’s and she is trying to have them combined.  Patricia stated that the horses would be held in the same location as the former owners of the property.  When Patricia purchased this property there, were horses on the parcel but they were removed the property was shown.  When the two parcels are combined it will be a total of 12 acres. 

Patricia spoke of putting an arena on the two parcels when they are combined. 

Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to recommend allowing the variance for an existing pole shed to house horses, for the combined 12 acres.    
New Agenda Items 

6) Ken Beise Addition - Otto Associates represented Ken Beise for the approval of the preliminary plans for the Ken Beise addition.
The Beise addition lot line was changed to 36.2 acres.  Otto Associates discussed the natural depression use as the holding pond.

On the second lot east of Davidson, the resident had concerns about drainage across his yard.  Supervisor Kelley asked Otto Associates if they knew who would be responsible for the depth of the ponds.  Otto Associates was unsure at this time.
The Township would like it specified who would be responsible for the depth of the ponds. Supervisor Otto stated that there may not be any problem for 10 – 15 yrs., but then wondered if the Township will be responsible thereafter.  
Supervisor Kelley does not believe that the Township should be held responsible for the pond upkeep.  Whoever requires the ponds for runoff should pick up the maintenance on them.
Supervisor McDougall stated that if the Township allows the development to go through there should be clarification of who will be responsible for the ponds.  
The plans for this addition show rip-rap and it needs to be determined if the Township will or will not allow the rip-rap
Otto Associates spoke of associations for management of common open space and problems with liability insurance.  If the association is abolished then the common area could be considered a tax forfeit.  

Motion by Kelley and second by Otto to accept the preliminary plans for the PUD with conditions that the County or Sewer Soil and Water be responsible for Lot 1 & 2 on Block 3 and rip-rap not is used in the R.O.W.  Motion carried, Supervisors voting in favor were Daluge, McDougall, Otto, and Kelley.  Beise abstained.

7) View of Property – Pam Bergstrom and Ruth Sparks proposed to improve their lakeshore lot.  Pam and Ruth stated that they want to prevent the water from coming up onto the property. 

The parcel is being accessed as being a build able lot. Pam and Ruth stated that they are being assessed as a build able lot and then they are being told from the County that it is not build able.  
Supervisor Kelley asked if the DNR gave them any specifics on building it up.  Pam and Ruth stated they have not spoken with the DNR.

Supervisor Otto would like to have a site inspection and continue this to the next meeting. Before a decision is made.
8) Vidmar – Conditional Use Permit for a contractors yard- Applicant applied for a CUP and presented site map drawings and an overhead view of the site.  The applicant stated that he has been in business since 1986 with out any problems.  The applicant furnished a site plan, building #1 is the shop and building #2 was a pig barn.  The applicant stated that he has soil hauled in to have it screened and then the soil is hauled back out to service contractors in the city.  He also collects boulders to size them.
The applicant stated that no soil is being excavated from this property.  The hours of operations are from 6:00a.m. To 7:00p.m.

The Board will continue this item to the next meeting on Sept. 28, 2004.  At that time, the Board can review the paperwork from Wright County Planning and Zoning.
9) City Of Rockford Annexation and Zoning – Supervisor Kelley stated that she thought the joint meeting with the City of Rockford did come up with a workable proposal for an orderly annexation agreement.  Clerk McDougall will fax all information that was sent from the City to the Township to our attorney Peter Teide and Kent Sulem at MAT.  The Town Board in light of the Resolution by the City of Rockford would not like to propose an OAA to the City at this time.
10)  Halsey Engineering Agreement – Supervisor Kelley asked Mr. Warner if the appraisals and the cost of the Right-Of-Way acquisition were done.   
Bill Warner stated that he needs the property lines surveyed before he can do appraisals.  Warner suggested that the appraisals would be up to $450.00 for parcels with complications of Right-Of-Way.  Warner does not believe that you have to go 66 ft.  LHB Engineer stated that the Right-Of-Way could go to 51 ft. in two areas, one on 6th St. SE and part of Halsey.
Supervisor Kelley informed Mr. Warner that we need to get an estimate so we can let the people know at the Public Hearing what it will cost for the appraisals.  Mr. Warner agreed to do sample appraisals and multiply by parcels to come up with a cost to present at the Public Hearing.  

LHB recommended passing a resolution for the Public Hearing thirty days out so it will move this project along.

Motion by Otto and seconded by Kelley to pass a resolution to set a Public Hearing for October 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Clerk McDougall read the Resolution 2004-9.15.  The residents that live in this project area will be sent a letter informing them of the Public Hearing, and the Hearing will be published in the Wright County Journal Press for two weeks.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
The Board set a work session to discuss the Halsey Paving project on Tuesday September 21, 2004 at the Rockford Township Hall at 7:00p.m. 
11) Buffalo Township – Ralph Ordorph from Buffalo Township would like to know if the Rockford Town Board would contribute to the cost of blacktopping the intersection of  Dague Ave. SE and Division SE.  
Motion by Otto and second by Daluge to approving the cost of blacktopping, for $3,159.45, with no ditch work to be done by Buffalo Township.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
12) Resolution for Larry Otto – Clerk McDougall read a resolution #2004-9 contract for services from Supervisor Otto.  The Board, upon a unanimous vote of the Supervisors with the interested officer abstaining, finds that the price is as low as or lower than the price at which the services could be obtained elsewhere at this time, and that since the estimated amount of work to be performed under this contract is less than $25,000.  Said contract is exempt from the provisions of the Municipal Contracting Law.  The contract with Gopher Landscaping and Supply Company for a price not to exceed $20,000 total per year. Motion by McDougall and second by Kelley to pass Resolution #2004-9 Motion carried with Supervisor Daluge, Beise, McDougall, and Kelley voting in favor.  Supervisor Otto abstained. 
Public comments
12) Supervisors – Supervisor Otto believes that the River Hills erosion control should be done differently.  It seemed that the crew did not do enough to prevent the washing out of the project.  Supervisor McDougall informed the Board that in the past they would put in fast vegetation.  Supervisor Otto suggested ways to prevent the wash out.  Supervisor McDougall suggested to Otto to work with the crew and if they are told to do it, a certain way then it will be done.  Beise would like to get the fabric so the crew can get started and Supervisor Otto can work with them to show them what he believes will work to prevent the washing out of River Hills.  

Supervisor Daluge informed the Board that he looked at the ceiling in the Shop and that he would not be willing to do it.  Beise stated that he would get an estimate from another vendor on doing the shop ceiling.

Supervisor Kelley informed the Board that Clerk McDougall was able to get a credit for three months from Verizon for the cell phones.
13) Maintenance Crew –

14) Clerk -   Vacation and Sick day pay out for former Clerk/Treasurer.  The final check was mailed for vacation and sick day pay out.
Clarification on when to hand out paychecks and the start and end days of a regular workweek. -  The workweek starts on Monday and Sunday will be the last day in the pay period.  The Board agreed to have paydays weekly and checks can be given out on Thursdays.    
Clarification on calling the Township attorney- The Board approved for the Clerk to be able to call the Township attorney when needed.
15) Review of Bills – Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to pay bills. Claim # 11922 to #11960 Motion carried, all voting all in favor.  

13) Adjournment - Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to adjourn meeting at 11:45 PM Motion carried, all voting in favor.
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