September 28th, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting 
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The September 15, 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:06p.m. By Chair, Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley, Daluge, Otto, and Clerk McDougall.  
2) Agenda - Motion by Daluge and second by Otto, to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 

3) Minutes - Motion by Otto and second by Daluge to accept the September 15 meeting minutes with one change on page 3.  Motion carried, Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Otto, and Daluge voting in favor.  Kelley abstained due to not having time to review the minutes.
Continued Items 

4) Gabler Ravine - Supervisor McDougall spoke with Kerri Saxton from Soil & Water about the structures that are in place east to the Ravine which were put in the 1960’s.  If they fail or deteriorate, they do not have to replace them, or repair them and they are holding back about 15 acres of water.  If it the structure would fail goes, the water will come from the East to the west through the ravine.  Saxton believes that the current size culvert would handle a 25-year storm event; the Township might want to put in a bigger culvert.    
Soil and Water suggested to Supervisor McDougall that the Township get an engineer to determine the specifics of what needs to be done.  
The Board will continue this item to the October 12th, 2004 meeting to allow time to discuss with the engineer a cost estimate for the project.

5) Patricia Brown – Conditional Use Permit for a riding arena – The applicant presented to the Board a brochure on the type of services she provides.  Along with the brochure, the applicant provided copies of the building preliminary floor plans, and the site plan.  The plan consists of 70 X 120 indoor arena, a barn with six stalls, and a space for 3 offices and a break room.  
Supervisor Kelley asked what the arena would be used for and the applicant stated, the business is for helping emotional and behavioral kids from the Delta Place and area schools.  
The applicant stated that the hours of operations would be Monday through Sunday from 12:00pm. – 2:00pm and some nights it will be open until 9:00pm.  There will be two events per year and people would be flying in from different states to attend these functions.  Approximately 40 people would attend the events and they would be car pooled in.  

Supervisor McDougall asked if the applicant would have any employees and she stated that there will be no employees but there are therapists that come in to work on a lease basis.
Supervisor Kelley addressed the applicant and told her she did not have enough documentation for the Board to make a decision.  The Board would like to get the paperwork from Planning and Zoning, and a survey of the property.  The Board also needs to know where the septic will go.  This item will be continuing to the next meeting on October 12th, 2004
6) View of Property – Pam Bergstrom and Ruth Sparks - Supervisor Kelley suggested before putting money into building up your property along the lake shore; go to Planning and Zoning.  Explains to Planning and Zoning, about the situation, that the property has been deemed buildable and check with the DNR would to see if they could let some fill be put in.  Would Planning and Zoning give the applicants the misc. variances needed to build on the property?  
7) Vidmar – Conditional Use Permit for a contractor’s yard- The Board reviewed the paper work from Planning and Zoning and has not received any complaints from residents of the Township about this property.

Motion by McDougall and second by Kelley to approve the Conditional Use Permit for a contractor’s yard with additional three dump trucks to include six total, black dirt storage to screen and process (includes the compost material.) Motion carried, Supervisors McDougall, Daluge, Kelley, Beise voting in favor.  Motion carried, Otto abstained because of conflict of interest.  
New Agenda Items
8) Monticello Township – Three of the Monticello Township members came to the meeting to thank Rockford Township for their support while they worked out an annexation between the City of Monticello and the Monticello Township.  They were able to come to an acceptable agreement, with the City through mediation until 2020.
9)  Otto – Conditional Use Permit to operate a contractor’s yard.  The applicant presented to the Board the plans and hours of operation for the contractors yard.  The hours of operation would be starting as early as 5:30 a.m., in the summers load time could be 9:00am and no specific time of ending was given at this time.  If the applicant were called to haul snow at midnight then he would have to start the truck and leave.  The applicant stated that the stock would consist of 16 to 40 tons of each product.  The trucks would be stored outside in the summer and indoors in the winter months.  There would be approximately six loads per day.  

The Board recommends continuing this to the October 12th , 2004 meeting so the Board can receive the papers from the Planning and Zoning office for review, and a site plan from the applicant.
10)   City of Rockford- Annexation agreement – Supervisor McDougall spoke with Tom Salkowski and he recommends having a meeting with two of the Township supervisors and the county attorney and commissioner Jack Russek.  The Board agreed to have Supervisor Otto and Supervisor McDougall attend this meeting when the date is set.
Clerk McDougall will get a revised land use plan from the City of Rockford.  Clerk McDougall will also fax or email MN Association of Townships in addition, Tom Salkowski the most recent revised plan as soon as Rockford sends the information.

11) City of Buffalo – Annexation House Keeping Motion by Kelley and second by Otto the intent of the Board was to include parcel # 215-100-061300 to have been included with the LOA.
Public comments
12) Supervisors – Supervisor Otto inquired about the 30th Street SE project and the length of time it is taking to complete the project.  Supervisor McDougall informed Otto that gravel was not being hauled in due to scheduling problems with the vendor.  The graveling for 30th St. SE will begin on September 29th, 2004.  Supervisor Otto stated he would like the crew to total up the amount of hours worked on 30th St. SE.  
Supervisor Otto also wondered why the Brush was being burned since 30th St. was not finished and 22nd St. SE turnaround has not been started yet.  Supervisor McDougall stated that the crew was finishing up from clean-up day so the dumpsters could be hauled out and the fire cannot be left unattended.  
Supervisor Otto inquired about the Apple Jack Orchards, a possibility safety issue with people crossing the street and the parking situation.  Clerk McDougall will find out the specifics from the County and copy the information for Otto.  

Supervisor Otto brought in a proposal for granite for the Township Hall parking lot.

Supervisor Daluge asked Clerk McDougall about posting the Agendas on the Web Site.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board that when the new computer was installed and everything was transferred, Lakedale needed to correct something in their system.  Emails were being sent out and not being received but there were not any error messages stating that email was not being received from the Townships email address.  The problem was fixed on Friday September 24th, 2004 due to a Lakedale Link error.
Supervisor Kelley stated to Clerk McDougall she would like the minutes emailed to her Fridays before the meetings.  

Supervisor Kelley suggested replacing the seals on most of the doors.  McDougall mentioned cement in the back of the building, off the storage room needs to be replaced or jacked up and filled in.  The cement is very uneven in this area.

Supervisor Beise reminded the Board of the special meeting at 9:00am on Sept. 29 with the LHB Engineer about the Halsey Paving project.  

13) Maintenance Crew –

14) Clerk -    Closed Session for Review
The meeting was closed for the Clerk 60 day review.  After some discussion, there was a motion by Otto and second by Daluge to award a fifty cent per hour increase to Clerk McDougall, retroactive to the 60-day anniversary.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
15) Review of Bills – Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to pay bills. Claim # 11964 to #11982.  Supervisor Otto would like to hold Claim #11977 to review with the crew for price discrepancies.  Motion carried, all voting all in favor. 
13) Adjournment - Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to adjourn meeting at 11:45 PM Motion carried, all voting in favor.

________________________________________ DATE: ______________

CHAIR PERSON 

(Dennis Beise)

________________________________________ DATE: ______________

CLERK / TREASURER: 

(Rachelle L. McDougall)

