January 11, 2005 

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting 
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The January 11, 2005 regular meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chair Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Otto, and Clerk McDougall.  Supervisor Kelley arrived later in the meeting.
2) Agenda - Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 

3) Minutes - Motion by Otto and second by McDougall to accept the December 13, 2004 meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to accept the December 14, 2004 meeting minutes as printed with corrections noted.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Motion by McDougall and second by Otto to accept the December 29, 2005 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
4) Maintenance Crew- Richard Schlagel the Township maintenance crew asked the Board if they wanted another bid on the heaters for the shop.  Mr. Schlagel stated that three are working and two are broken.  Supervisor Otto stated that the heaters should be replaced as soon as possible since the other heaters are working harder to heat the shop.  Supervisor Beise stated that the crew should get a quote from a local company to compare with the other quote. 

Supervisor Otto asked Mr. Schlagel about the quote for the chain hoist and that the crew needs to tell the Board which one they would need to purchase.  Mr. Schlagel will talk with Mr. Hafften about what hoist would need to be purchased.

Supervisor Otto asked Mr. Schlagel if anything had been talked about for building a new salt shed.  Mr. Schalgel said that Mr. Hafften and he had been looking at others in the area to see which one would be good for the Township.

Mr. Schlagel asked the Board if the crew is to plow the Rockford Ranch, Trumpeters Pass and the Industrial Park. The Board Supervisor Otto stated that yes these areas need to be plowed for safety reasons.   Supervisor stated that he would contact Rockford Ranch developer and let them know that the Township would continue to plow this area.  

Continued Items 
5) Drainage Ponds – Kenneth Biese - Supervisor McDougall stated that she spoke with the state association office and they stated that the MPCA governs the ponds.  If the Township owns the land then the Township insurance will cover the cost if there were to be any accidents.  The ponds should have a fence around them if the water is more than 2 feet deep.  Supervisor McDougall stated that we should find out about the liability and if the Township has only easements.  Supervisor McDougall would like to continue this item until January 25 meeting to find out what is required for these drainage ponds.
Supervisor Otto believes that generally the idea is to keep the water under three feet.  

Matt Goldstein from Lungren suggested that the Board contact Minnehaha Creek Watershed District for further information about drainage ponds and fencing regulations.  Mr. Goldstein stated that usually it is in the best interest of the community to have them taken over the drainage ponds.  

Supervisor Otto stated that he spoke with the Township attorney Peter Tiede.  Peter Tiede stated to Supervisor Otto that the developer could put money into a fund and then the Township would responsible for that fund and the clean up of the ponds.

Supervisor McDougall stated that it is required by a higher law to have these ponds.

Supervisor McDougall would like to find out what other Townships and Cities have for the ponds.  Mr. Goldstein stated that the Board could go to the Minnehahacreek.org - Proactive Watershed, for a resource on information.

Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to Continue to the January 25, 2005 meeting.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  

6) Schedule Meeting for Halsey Paving Project – Supervisor Otto asked Brad Burns to find out what the value of not having run-off into the lakes would be.  Mr. Burns stated that he would try to see what he could come up with but it is a hard cost to figure out.  The Board set a meeting for January 24, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to have a work session for the Paving Project.

7) Resolution Contraction lobbying services to reform annexation – Supervisor Otto believes it would not be good to have that law firm working for this lobbying service, since the law firm works for the City Of Rockford.  Supervisor Otto believes that if the law firm only worked for Townships and not cities, then it would matter.  

Supervisor McDougall stated that the Board that makes the decision of what law firm represents them is all Township officers. 

Supervisor Otto believes that if this firm works for cities than how hard are they working for the Townships.  Supervisor Biese stated that Townships need this lobbying service to fight for annexation.

Supervisor McDougall stated that the Board that is put together for fighting this annexation is looking for a director.  Supervisor Otto believes that in his opinion that the Town Board members do not have a say in this organization.  Supervisor McDougall stated that we need a coordinated effort with other Townships to make changes towards better laws.  Supervisor Beise stated that we need to have numbers of people to help in this effort to change the laws.

Supervisor Otto stated that if we pay the Township association and other groups like this one then this does not look good to the residents to have a firm who is also working for cities.  Supervisor McDougall read the resolution contracting for lobbying services to reform annexation laws.  Supervisor McDougall stated that it is important to attend meetings to find out the importance of different issues.  Supervisor Daluge would like to find out more about this organization before renewing the dues for 2006.  Motion by McDougall and second by Daluge to adopt the resolution contracting for legislative lobbying services to reform annexation laws.  Motion Carried, Beise, McDougall, Daluge, in favor and Otto opposed. 

New Agenda Items
8) Vacate Road- Eaken Ave. SE – Greg Theisen- Mr. Theisen asked the Board to start the process in vacating a road.  Supervisor Otto stated he would like to find out what needs to be done to vacate the road.  Supervisor Otto would like to find out if the road can be vacated by petition or if the Board can vacate with out a petition.  

Mr. Theisen stated that he would get the description of the property for vacating Eaken Ave. SE.  Clerk McDougall will contact the Township Association to find out which law applies for vacating a road.  The consensus of the Board was to vacate this road.  
9) City of Rockford annexation of Miske property and road access to Gabler Ave. Matt Goldstein from Lundgren Brothers Homes informed the Board of a parcel between Gabler Ave. SE and the Industrial Park.  Mr. Byrd stated that his company would like to develop this parcel with 150 single-family homes.  The developer would also like to connect onto Gabler Ave. SE.  Supervisor McDougall had concerns about the development connecting to Gabler Ave. SE and not having another outlet to that development.  Mr. Goldstein stated that he was unsure of when Rockford would extend further out.  Mr. Goldstein stated he would like to meet with the City of Rockford to talk about having Gabler paved from the Highway to the development on Gabler Ave. SE
Supervisor Otto stated that Gabler Ave. is a collector road and maybe the Township could work with the City of Rockford and Lundgren Developers to come up with a solution for traffic that would be using Gabler Ave. SE.  

Supervisor Kelley stated that the money that may be received per acre from the Miske property should not have to be spent tarring this road.  Supervisor Kelley stated that the money would need to be for future maintenance of the road.  

Supervisor Otto suggested getting help from two other entities.

Supervisor McDougall suggested having the Township attorney look at the resolution that the City of Rockford sent.  

Mr. Golstein stated that he is open for the delays so that the Township and the City of Rockford could come to an agreement.  

Clerk McDougall will arrange a meeting with the City of Rockford for January 18 or 19, 2005 to discuss this annexation.  

The Board set a meeting to have a work session on the Miske annexation, for January 18, 2005, at 8:00 a.m.  
10) Construction of a cul-de-sac – Ebersole Ave. SE – Henry Aslakson asked the Board to put a cul-de-sac in at the end of Ebersole Ave. SE.  Mr. Aslakson sated that there is not enough room to turn around there for graders and snow plowing.  Supervisor Otto felt that there should have already been a turn around on Ebersole.  Supervisor Otto stated that he would look at Ebersole to see what can be done. 
11) Joint Powers Renewal – Supervisor Kelley asked where the Coalition was with the Highway 55 corridor planning.  Motion by Kelley and second by McDougall to approve the continuing membership and to pay the renewal for another year.  Supervisor Kelley stated that since Highway 55 runs a length through the Township and this affects our residents, and has the Board stay current with what is going on and represents our residents.  Supervisor Kelley, McDougall, Daluge, and Beise in favor and Supervisor Otto opposed.  Vote carried four to one.  
12) National Association of state agencies for surplus property – The Board did not feel this was worth the fee since the Township never uses it. 

13) Building Manager- Supervisor McDougall presented reports to the Board to show the comparisons of the 2003 hall rentals and the 2004 rentals 

Supervisor McDougall sated that she went through invoices and receipts to come up with the numbers.  Supervisor McDougall stated that there were three tanks for spoilage at the beginning of the year.  
Supervisor McDougall asked the Board for permission to allow the Shooters club to store the guns in the back room.  Supervisor Kelley stated that with all the work to make the room secure that she felt it would not be a good idea to store anything in the back room.  The Board discussed other possibilities for the Shooters club to store the guns in another room but felt that it would not be appropriate for the Hall to allow the storage of guns.  

Supervisor McDougall asked the Board if the Township could donate the Hall for a 100th birthday party for a lifetime resident of the Township.  Motion by Otto and second by Kelley to dispense Martha Gilberts 100th birthday party.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Supervisor Otto asked Supervisor McDougall if she was asking for an increase to stay as the building manager.  Supervisor McDougall stated no, but she does want to continue being the building manager since she brought the numbers back up for hall rentals.  Supervisor McDougall stated that she would bring the resolution to the January 25, 2005 meeting to extend the building management position.   
Public Comments - NONE
14) Supervisors 
Supervisor Otto – Supervisor Otto asked Clerk McDougall if LHB Engineers had finished the plans and specs for Gabler Ave. SE.  Clerk McDougall stated that they have not contacted the Township about anything on Gabler.  Clerk McDougall stated that she would contact LHB to see where they are on the plans and specs.
Supervisor Otto stated he would like to set up the meeting soon for wage reviews and the Board of Audit.  The Board set a meeting for the Board of Audit on February 7, 2005 at 8:00 a.m.

Supervisor Daluge -NONE
Supervisor Kelley- Supervisor Kelley asked Clerk McDougall if she had received the cost from Eide Bailly for doing the Fraud Audit.  Clerk McDougall stated, that the Board had only stated that they wanted the Fraud Audit completed by Eide Bailly and did not mention the cost per hour or per Audit.  Clerk McDougall stated that she would look in the Eide Bailly file to see if they have a cost sheet with hourly rates or per audit.  
Supervisor Kelley stated that she went through the nuisance ordinance Crossroads billing and asked the Board why there were charges for kittens since the Township was only supposed to bring in dogs.  Supervisor Kelley felt that the Township should not be paying $52.00 per kitten since Crossroads does not pay taxes.  Did not see any place in policy that we should pay for this.
Supervisor Otto stated that he would like a copy of the resolution for dogs.  Supervisor Otto also wondered why Crossroads would be telling residents to call the Board members.  Supervisor McDougall suggested having Crossroads come into talk with the Board.  

Supervisor Kelley sated that the crew needs to find out the quality of the gravel.  Supervisor Kelley stated that the crew needs to have the soil tested and to get specs from Buffalo Bituminous on what they are selling. Supervisor Kelley also suggested getting bids on sand from Buffalo Bituminous.

Supervisor Kelley noted that in some past information on a farm accessory the definition was not correct.

Supervisor Kelley suggested doing a developers agreement with Lundgren Developing and other future developments.  

Supervisor Kelley also gave the Clerk some information on a different layout for meeting minutes, and asked the Clerk to add in the interest on to the Funds report for the saving and checking accounts.  

Supervisor Kelley asked the Clerk to give the crew a copy of the crews’ job descriptions to the crew.  
Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall informed the Board of upcoming events for District 7 on February 2nd and the Capital January 27th.  
Supervisor Beise Supervisor Beise stated that the quote for the ceiling from Al Weege was Steel for $3,000.00, Insulation $2,500.00, and Labor $3,500.00 - $4,000.00.
15) Clerk –Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to increase Clerk McDougall’s wage by .50.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
16) Review of Bills – Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to pay bills. Claim # 12124 to #12139.  Claim #12138 should be held until further information is provided.  Motion carried, all voting all in favor. 

17) Adjournment - Motion by Otto and seconded by Daluge to adjourn meeting at 12:00 a.m. Motion carried, all voting in favor.
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