October 12th, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting 
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The October 12, 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m. By Chair, Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Otto, and Clerk McDougall.  Supervisor Daluge and Kelley were excused.
2) Agenda - Motion by Otto and second by McDougall, to add the City of Rockford – Hearing October 14, 2004 and City of Rockford Fire Dept. to the agenda.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 

3) Minutes - Motion by Otto and second by McDougall to accept the September 28 meeting minutes with one change under Gabler Ravine.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Motion by McDougall and second by Otto to accept the September 29, 2004 special meeting minutes with the two changes.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Continued Items 

4) Gabler Ravine – Continued to the October 26 meeting.
5) Patricia Brown – Conditional Use Permit for a riding arena – Applicant presented an aerial photo of the property.

Supervisor Otto looked at the site for the Conditional Use Permit and he believes this property should be developed as a residential even though it is an agriculture property.

Supervisor McDougall asked the applicants business would be a non-profit organization.  The applicant stated it would be fee for service.

The applicant stated that at the September 28 meeting the Board wanted to know what the set back was.  The applicant stated said there is a 40 ft. set back.

Motion by Otto and second by McDougall, to allow a conditional use permit for a riding academy.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 
6) Larry Otto- Conditional Use Permit to operate a contractor’s yard- Continued to the October 26 meeting. 
New Agenda Items
7) Review of existing Permit- Conditional Use Permit for a mobile home as a farm accessory. - This item will be continued to the October 26 meeting.  Chair Beise will call the applicant to get a statement and or if the applicant can attend the October 26 meeting. 
8) Boondocks- Renewal of Liquor License- The applicant did not appear.
9) City of Rockford- Hearing October 14, 2004 – The Board asked if any of the residents had any comment about the upcoming hearing.  A resident spoke and commented that he would like to see the Township do a study of the 2 miles that the City of Rockford is interested in making land-use (subdivision) decisions.  How much revenue will the Township lose?  Supervisor McDougall clarified that this is not an annexation it is a subdivision regulation, where Rockford would be the ones making the decisions on all subdivisions in the 2-mile area.  Otto stated the City of Rockford is using a law that the legislator had passed.  It was Consensus of the Board was to attend the Hearing in Rockford and make a statement to try to protect the residents’ rights in the Township.    
10) City of Rockford Fire Dept. -Supervisor Beise and McDougall met with the Mayor of Rockford and the Fire Dept., they would like the pension increased from $1,000 to $1,500 per year.  This would cost the Township $500 more per year.  The Fire Dept. also would like to purchase a new rescue truck and they might collaborate with Jimmy’s Pizza for donations of $1 per pizza ordered, to assist in the funding.  

Supervisor McDougall stated that the increase in pension would be a reasonable amount for the firefighters considering that the Rockford Fire Dept. Firefighters are all volunteers.  The Board agreed to increase the pension from $1,000 to $1,500.    
Public comments
11) Supervisors – 
Supervisor Otto- Otto suggests that the crew attend the meetings to give their input on projects.  Supervisor McDougall stated that the Board could look into that but on the agenda near the beginning of the meeting recommended the “maintenance crew” item be placed.   
Supervisor McDougall- Informed the Board that the Great West Humane Society would like to put out the cardboard for recycling but in our agreement with Wright recycling us only have residential pick up.  Supervisor will work with Clerk McDougall on contacting the Humane Society to inform them they are not covered under our contract.  

Supervisor McDougall stated that the 30th St. SE dust control might hold water below the bituminous layer when applied and suggests using the water truck to keep the dust down at this time, if necessary.  The Board agreed.    
Chair Beise- Beise asked Clerk McDougall to check with Bankwest to see how much we have in our savings in case we need to transfer to the Oakley National Bank to cover costs for the rest of the year.  
12) Maintenance Crew – The crew is finished with the 22nd St. SE turnaround.  
The crew will begin work at Kitty Bochs.  
The crew would like clarification if they were to lower the culvert or adjust the culvert at Nick Manzy’s property.   The Board stated to go ahead and lower the culvert. 

The crew would like recommendations for the River Hills road and ditch repair.  

Supervisor McDougall asked Supervisor Otto to help the crew on this item.

13) Clerk -    Clerk McDougall informed the Board that the bill from Schneider should have been sent to Buffalo Bituminous.  Buffalo Bituminous will send the Township the new bill for the sand on 30th St. SE.
14) Review of Bills – Motion by Otto and seconded by McDougall to pay bills. Claim # 11983 to #12003.  Motion carried, all voting all in favor. 
13) Adjournment - Motion by Otto and seconded by McDougall to adjourn meeting at 8:30 p.m. Motion carried, all voting in favor.
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