October 19th, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Public Hearing
A public hearing began at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the Paving of Halsey Ave. SE.  The engineers from LHB, Jim Tiggleaar and Tim Korby presented the feasibility study to the residents of the Township.  Attached to these minutes is an engineering report outline of what was covered in the hearing.  After the presentation, the public gave their comments and questions to the Board members and engineers.  The assessments were discuss and were proposed for 133 properties for ten years.  An exact number cannot be determined at this time on cost and exact number properties that will be assessed.   
Scott Baloun from 785 Halsey ave. SE stated that he currently has no sewer hook up and wanted to how the Township was determining the assessments.  
Supervisor Kelley stated that if the lot were buildable then you would be assessed for one.  
Supervisor Otto stated that if the County deems the lot being more than one build able lot then you would be assessed for how many lots you have as being built able.   
Michael Gerelk from 7062 6th St. SE asked with roads being expanded would he be able to build three more houses there, if his number of lots were combined.  The property is on the low side of lake, it floods the lots down there.  He asked where would the water go?  What is build able and non-build able?  He stated currently has two sewer stubs on lots 7, 8.  The cost to live on the lake keeps going up because of the sewer that was put in and more now the cost of this paving project. Jillian Gillard, from 6th St. SE, also stated her same concerns and questions.  
Jim Tiggelaar from LHB Spoke on the drainage, there is small water shed and no storage on 6th St. SE.  From 7106 about 18 acres of water goes across the properties.  By moving the road north, and gaining a drainage easement, the water will go to the south side of sixth.  There could be a swale on the South side to intercept all the flows from the hillside.  An embankment option could make the lot build able.  By building a wall on the North, side of 6th St.  
Michael Rydberg from 806 Halsey Ave. SE stated the sewer capacity needs to be taken into consideration with other property owners talking about adding into the sewer for assessment cost purposes.  If the future developments need to add into the sewer, will they also be assessed for the paving project?  Resident also spoke of the good the project will be.  Michael also asked why was the Farmington project paid for mostly by the Township.  
Supervisor Kelley stated that the Farmington road is considered a collector road and the Halsey project is a neighborhood road.  The road is mainly traveled by the neighborhood so therefore the road is not considered a collector road and will be paid mostly by the residents.  The Township will be paying for certain costs described in the feasibility study.  These costs would be the ones the Township would have had to fix, even if the road remained gravel.  
Brad Miller from 632 Halsey Ave. SE believes that the St. Michael residents are coming through Division St., so wouldn’t that be considered a collector road?  
Supervisor Kelley stated there is no through traffic it is a dead end.
Fritz Budig from 931 Halsey Ave. SE believes the pros do not outweigh the cons.  The safety is a concern about how fast the traffic is going.  He wanted to know if it would it be a possibility to put in speed bumps?  In addition, in a question directed to Supervisor Otto, he wanted to know how is it fair to charge $10,000 per unit instead of x amount per foot of frontage on the road?  
Supervisor Otto stated that some residents would be paying a higher assessment, since they have more buildable lots.

Supervisor Kelley stated that Farmington had some lots before the residents were assessed, and that they did pay were assessed for new lots.  Kelley also believes that there cannot be assessments for possible future development.   
LHB Stated in some cases you could back charge.  Also addressing the speed issue, LHB suggested even though they could add in speed bumps, residents usually want them removed with in a couple of years.  
Supervisor McDougall states that by utilizing the stop signs to control speed has been by the township and has proven to help reduce speed.  
Chad Kueglar from 5854 Halsey Ave. SE stated that by the T intersection there is big oak tree, would this be removed?  
LHB stated when the surveys are done for each parcel, and then it will show exactly what will be taken.  
Carl Chalupsky from 33 Halsey Ave. SE lives by the ST. Michael Border believes the speed is an issue.  The children on bikes come right towards the vehicles and the children need to be controlled more.  In addition, he questioned why 6th St. SE cannot that stay as is.  
LHB stated that the road needed to be improved for safety and visibility purposes.  
Supervisor Otto stated this is a safety issue on 6th St. SE, safety vehicles need to be able to access this area in case of fire or health emergencies.  
Jillian Gillard from 7662 6th St. SE stated that 6th St. SE has three houses, 2 cabins, and one lot has woods.  It is very difficult for the fire department to travel safely on this road.   Jillian asked the Board and the Engineers if the construction of this road would damage possibilities of building on lots.  Jillian also wanted to know if the assessment could be a longer term than the 10 years since she and other residents are only a single income.   
Supervisor Kelley stated the bonding is determined by statute and the Township will know more as the project moves along, and will check into a longer term.   
Bob Halagan from 7358 9th St. SE expressed to the Board he would like Hamilton Ave. SE turned into a cul da sac for safety purposes.  Bob Halagen expressed that the bike path would be a good idea.    
Alan Miller from 7476 9th St. SE took a survey from the residents on 9th St. SE and the majority do not want the paving done.  Would the Township lower the assessments for this street if not paved?  In addition, will the cost go up to maintain these roads compared to the gravel roads?  
Supervisor McDougall stated that the cost might be less in the summer and more in the winter.  The Township can assess try to recoup the cost of overlays.  Supervisor McDougall believes the paving will be a better value for the property owners, since they would be assessed half of the assessment amount anyway as determined in our policy.  
Supervisor Otto addressed the resident and stated that the residents on 9th St. SE will still be assessed since they still have access to the paved roads off 9th St. SE.  
Supervisor Kelley stated that the seal coating to the paved roads would be a Township cost.
Allen Miller asked the Board how much the cost would be to maintain the roads compared to the gravel roads.

Mr. Chelepski - expressed concerns with the amount of traffic going through the road from people who do not live in this area.  
Supervisor Otto stated that the road is not considered a collector road. 
Angela Miller from 7412 9th St. SE wants to know the cost for maintaining these roads and will the bill for maintaining these roads go on our taxes?  Are there any payment options for the assessments?  
Supervisor Kelley stated that the maintenance for Township roads is in the budget.  Supervisor Kelley stated that the Township is adding gravel yearly and the culverts are only good for 20-25 years.  
Supervisor McDougall stated there was a traffic count done and the vehicles per day were over 250 per day.  The road maintenance would be more efficient if the road were blacktopped.
Supervisor Kelley suggested taking a straw vote at the end of the hearing and if the residents could stay to give there vote.
Ken Ashfeld from 177 Halsey Ave. SE thanked the staff for addressing this paving project, the generosity for paying for parts of the project and the safety would be much better.  The resident stated that he believes that the paved roads will not increase the speed of vehicles.  The paving will increase lake quality, and the cost will be cheaper if the project is done now instead of the future.  Ken Ashfeld would support a longer assessment term.
Deb Gibbs from 693 Halsey Ave. SE wanted to know which side of the road the bike path would be on. 
LHB stated the bike path would be on the East side of Halsey Ave. SE.    In that area LHB believes that, the surveying of the properties should be done this fall before it snows.  
Bruce Peterson from 6868 Halsey Ave. SE believes you have to combine stubs on the sewer when figuring the assessments.  
Supervisor Kelley addresses that it is not in the Township control if there are one or two stubs.  The County is adamant on controlling the development.  It was Supervisor Kelley’s understanding that Charolette Shores has 6 to 7 stubs and there were more for the Cooley, Marshall Property.  

Mike Rydberg from 806 Hasley Ave. SE is concerned about residents wanting to add to the sewer.  
Supervisor McDougall stated that originally Mr. Cooley wanted only one stub.  

Victor McDonough from 597 Halsey Ave. SE agrees the paving should be done.  Mr. McDonough asked the Board if the lots with the stubs were included in the 133 parcels, also is someone with two stubs assessed two assessments?  
Supervisor Otto stated that the Township went by if the lot would be build able then the lot will be assessed.  
Mike Rydberg from 806 Halsey Ave. SE would like to have a clear number for the assessments.

Dennis Long from 7073  7th St. SE wants to know what will the steepness of the grade will be.  
LHB Stated that the land will be flattened out and the landing area more.  
LHB stated the process for a straw poll.  This is done to get a feel for what the residents in attendance at the hearing wanted.  

Supervisor McDougall stated that the Board has received a petition requesting this project and has expended funds on this project.  The Township has been setting aside funds for road improvement purposes, as requested by the taxpayers.  

Brad Burns from 163 Halsey Ave. stated he is in favor of this project.

The straw poll was done and there were 16 “yes” votes and 15 “no” votes.  Before the poll was taken, a number of residents had left the hearing.  The Board will add the Halsey Paving project to the agenda of the November 9 regular meeting.

LHB stated that at this hearing the estimate assessable properties was 133 and this number could go up or down slightly.  The Town Board and the County helped give information to determine buildable lots.
Ken Koehler from 924 Halsey Ave. SE asked the Board if there would be a vote for how assessments would be changed per parcel or on footage.  Supervisor McDougall stated this would be discussed at the regular meeting on November 9.

The hearing ended at 9:45p.m.
________________________________________ DATE: ______________

CHAIR PERSON 

(Dennis Beise)

________________________________________ DATE: ______________

CLERK / TREASURER: 

(Rachelle L. McDougall)

