November 8th, 2004
Rockford Township 

Work Session
The meeting began at 8:20 a.m.  Supervisors present were McDougall, Beise, Otto, Kelley, Daluge, and Clerk McDougall.

The items discussed in this work session were the Public Hearing on Sub-division Planning and the Halsey Paving project.

Update on the City of Rockford Meeting held October 26

Supervisor Otto informed the Board of what happened at the City of Rockford meeting held October 26.  The City of Rockford passed a resolution on August 24, 2004 for sub division regulations extending two miles from their borders.  Supervisor Otto spoke to the residents of the Township who attended the City of Rockford meeting.  There was not enough room in the City hall to accommodate all the residents so Otto spoke to the residents outside of the City Hall and asked for their cooperation in letting the City hold their meeting with out interruptions.  Supervisor Otto also spoke to the residents of the Township that attended the City of Rockford meeting and asked them to continue coming to the Township for sub-divisions.
Discussion on Planning Commission

Supervisor Beise believes the Board is not ready to take over the planning and zoning from the County.

Supervisor Kelley stated it would be a good idea to get a draft document together to have the County to continue administering the planning and zoning.  
Supervisor Otto believes the Board should come up with a plan and work together with the county on administering the zoning regulations.
Supervisor Daluge informed the Board that residents are wondering how the Township can do their own zoning, because residents thought you had to be a city to do their own zoning.   
The Board asked the Clerk to call the Township attorney to get clarification on the Townships authority for being a planning commission.  Otto also asked the Clerk to find out if zoning and sub-division regulations are combined, and it a planning commission controls zoning. 
The Board discussed the Township becoming its own city and the steps to begin this process.  Supervisor Otto believes the Board should get clarification from the Township attorney on explaining the process on becoming a city.  Supervisor McDougall will furnish copies of prior letters from attorney on this. 

Supervisor Otto believes we will have a better understanding from Peter Tiede about the sub-division regulations and zoning authority, and then we will be able to answers resident questions during the hearing.

The Board agreed to have two supervisors meet with the attorney before the hearing begins to get answers on the sub-division regulation authority.  

Clerk McDougall spoke with Peter Tiede and he will meet with a Supervisor Beise and Otto before the Hearing begins and will explain what the Planning Commission authority is. 

Halsey Paving Project
Supervisor McDougall explained a report done on road counts from 1995 through 2001 on various roads.  McDougall felt that according to the road counts, there is enough traffic on Halsey Ave. SE to justify a paving project.
Supervisor Daluge wanted a better estimate of assessments.

Supervisor McDougall suggested having the county assessor prepare an assessment roll, if an exact number of assessments need to be known. 

Supervisor Daluge believes the paved road would be easier to maintain than a gravel road. 

Supervisor Otto stated he went to the County and they could not tell him how many buildable lots would come off of 8th St. SE. to determine what would be able to be assessed.  

Supervisor Otto stated that he is not convinced it is worth the money and that we would be assessing an amount, which some residents could not afford.  
Supervisor Kelley stated that in the Township policy for assessments, the assessments are per foot or per unit.  

Otto believes that studies say a tar road is more expensive than a gravel road to maintain.  Otto believes the Township should fix 6th St. SE if it is tarred or not.

The Board discussed holding an assessment hearing.

Supervisor Kelley suggested to increase our levy for the township portion that we would collect in 2006 and to do the project later. 
The Board felt that the Halsey paving project might have to be continued so the Board can meet with the engineers and see if there are ways to reduce the cost.    

The meeting ended at 12:30 p.m.
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