November 23rd, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting 
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The November 23, 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Otto, Kelley and Clerk McDougall.
2) Agenda - Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor. 

3) Minutes - Motion by McDougall and second by Otto to accept the November 8, 2004 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Motion by McDougall and second by Daluge to accept the November 9, 2004 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.

Continued Items 
None

New Agenda Items
4) Drainage Ponds- Kenneth Beise- Otto Associates spoke on behalf of Kenneth Beise about drainage ponds in the Beise addition.  Otto Associates stated that these drainage ponds were discussed at the Wright County Planning and Zoning and the Planning and Zoning recommended that the drainage ponds be brought back to the Town Board for further discussion.  

Otto Associates stated that in Chatam Township they had drainage ponds and that the residents had no special assessments.  Also in Buffalo, the City has activated a levy tax for certain items, such as these ponds.
Otto Associates stated that in Franklin Township South of Delano on Co. road 17, there are 13 lots and one drainage pond.  The developer offered to put $5,000 into an account that could draw interest to take care of cleaning of the pond.    

Otto Associates said in Hutchinson, there was a drainage pond that was cleaned out at $10 per yard, 70 yards of material were removed, and the total cost was $700.

Otto Associates did recommend to the Planning and Zoning that the have a standard on drainage ponds.

Supervisor Beise asked what size the pond was in Hutchinson.  Otto Associates stated it was approximately half an acre.

Supervisor Kelley asked Otto Associates when and if the ponds are cleaned out, how is the money replenished.
Otto Associates stated that the account should replenish itself by the interest earned through the bank.
Supervisor McDougall had concerns about liability to the Township if there was a hazardous substance dumped in there or if someone drowns.  

Supervisor Otto would like to find out if the Township could assess for drainage pond maintenance.
Supervisor Kelley suggests that if the residents put $5,000 into an account for drainage ponds, the Township engineer should be the one to determine if the pond needs to be cleaned out.  If the pond needs cleaning then the money could be deducted from this account.

Supervisor Otto asked if there was going to be a homeowners association in the Biese addition.  Otto Associates stated that there would not be and association because the cost for an association could cost around $3,200 per year.  

Otto Associates stated that once the lawns are established and the in slopes are seeded he does not see the ponds becoming a problem.

Supervisor Otto suggested having all developments collect money for these types of issues.  He does not believe the Township should have to take responsibility for the ponds when others do not benefit from it.  Supervisor Otto believes the landowners and developers should take the responsibility for these ponds.

Supervisor Daluge stated the Board should have a work session to discuss the drainage ponds and talk with the Township attorney to see what the legalities are.  

Supervisor Beise tabled this item until January 11, 2005.

5) Charolette Shores- Gary D’Heilly came in front of the Board for a final look at the plat plans.  The road plans now show that there will be 14 inches of class 5 instead of 8 inches.  
Supervisor McDougall asked Mr. D’Heilly if the material in the ravine has been cleaned out.  Mr. D’Heilly stated yes it would be cleaned.
Supervisor Kelley asked if the developer or the landowner pays for sewer hook up.  Mr. D’Heilly stated that the developer brings the sewer in 1 foot before the right-of-way ends and after that the landowners pays.

Supervisor Otto asked if the sewer was figured in to the plans.

Mr. D’Heilly stated yes it was in the plans.

Supervisor Otto asked Mr. D’Heilly if he works with the engineers from St. Michael about the low-pressure force system capacity.   Mr. D’Heilly stated yes. 
6) Conditional Use Permit to operate a service and repair business- Frank & Debra Czanstkowski presented plans for a Harley Davidson repair business, which would be operated from their garage.  

Supervisor Kelley asked the applicants if they have spoken with the County.  The applicant stated that the county has let them know exactly what they would need to operate a business like that.  The applicants have also contacted OSI in Rogers for the oil and filter pick up.
Supervisor Kelley asked how big the garage is.  The applicant stated it is 40 x 48 feet.

Supervisor McDougall asked the applicant if there would be test-driving of the motorcycles.  Mr. Czanstkowski stated that there would be some test-driving but it is mostly done on the Dyno machine. 
Supervisor McDougall asked how many employees they would have.  Mr. Czanstkowski stated it is just himself and his wife.  
Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to recommend approval for the Conditional Use Permit to operate a motorcycle repair business from garage.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  
7) Variance for a front yard set back to construct an attached garage- Ken Ashfeld stated that he would like to demolish the current garage and rebuild a new one.  The garage would be 14 feet from the right-of-way and he understands that the right-of-way is 33 feet from the center of the road.  Mr. Ashfeld also stated that when he rebuilds the garage, the garage would be lowered about four feet and be attached to the house with a proposed addition.  
In August, Mr. Ashfeld stated he did have the right-of-way surveyed.

Supervisor McDougall asked the applicant how close the retaining wall is to their road.  Mr. Ashfeld stated the elevation of the grade would remain the same.

Motion by Otto and second by Kelley to recommend approval for the variance for an attached garage.  Motion Carried, all voting in favor.     
8) Review of existing permit to operate a dog kennel- Long Lake Hounds
The Board has not received any complaints at this time about the operation of the Long Lake Hounds.
Motion by Kelley and second by Daluge to recommend approval to renew the Conditional Use Permit.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
9)  Considering amendment to Wright County Zoning Ordinance- adding two new sections.  The Board received the proposal amendments  
Motion by Daluge and second by Otto to recommend going along with the County to control this activity and place it in a commercial area instead of residential areas.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.  
10) Building Hall Use Fee Supervisor McDougall asked the Board to consider raising the Hall use fee; Supervisor McDougall informed the board that many of Saturdays were filled in 2005.  The Board discussed raising rates from $375 to $400 and increasing all rates $25.  The Board discussed keeping the Benefits at $100 and eliminates the $50 fee for 50 people or less.  

Motion by Otto and second by Kelley to increase $375 to $400, $300 to $325, $225 to $250.  The benefits would stay at $100, early entry fee and the damage deposit stays the same.  The $50 hall use fee would be eliminated and the charge would be $100 for 0 to 100 people and $150 for 100 or more people, effective immediately.  The amount of signed contracts would not change.  Motion carried, all voting in favor.
Public Comments
10) Supervisors 
Supervisor Otto would like to look more at the over time the crew has been putting in and if the over time is necessary.  Otto also believes the crew should not blade roads in the dark.

Supervisor McDougall suggested that the Board should meet with the crew and discuss grading and over time.  Supervisor Daluge asked if the crew works over time do they leave early on other days. Supervisor Kelley asked Supervisor Otto if he would like the Clerk to do a break down of the compensatory time by day and week.  No decision was made for the clerk to do a breakdown of time.  

Supervisor Otto believes that the Township should not have to pay overtime if it is not necessary.  

Supervisor Daluge would like to meet with the crew to get a better understanding of what is needed.  Daluge asked if the crew could start later if they are out late the night before.
Supervisor Otto also would like to require the crew to attend one meeting a month.
Supervisor Daluge would like to get more clarification on the size of rocks that are allowed in the right-of-way if any.  Daluge also would like to find out if a resident’s driveway is dead wall without the rocks that are currently around the culvert.  
Supervisor Otto believes that the road should be at a three in 1 slope and the banks are to steep right now.  Otto would like a clarification from the Township attorney on what a dead wall is, the slope, and elevation of what the driveway should be at.  
Supervisor Daluge stated that a resident received a letter about removing rocks from the right-of-way and he would like more clarification before he talks to the resident.  

Supervisor Kelley stated that the Board should look at the road plans for this specific area and see if the contractor needs to come back and fix it to standards.  

Supervisor Beise suggests checking with the engineer.  
Supervisor Kelley would like to have Charter send the Township a copy of the video-taped meeting of the City of Rockford, which was held on November 9, 2004.
Supervisor Kelley spoke with Tom Salkowski from Planning and Zoning and he stated that Zoning does not deal with lot size but sub-division ordinances do.

Supervisor Kelley stated she met with the Mayor from Hanover and she asked why the former clerk quit.  Kelley believes she was asking since they are looking to fill a position in Hanover.  Kelley would like to know what the Board members are allowed to say about the clerk resigning.  Kelley also asked if the invoice sent to the former clerk is public information.   Clerk McDougall will check with the Township attorney.

Supervisor McDougall stated she tells residents when they ask why the former clerk quit, she tells residents she resigned.

Supervisor Otto would like more clarification on what is public information.

Supervisor Kelley spoke with the Land Plan Committee and the committee would like it if a Board member could attend the Land Plan meetings or stager the meetings to allow Board members to attend. 
Supervisor Kelley asked if the auditor would be meeting with the Board about the 2003 audit.  Clerk McDougall will find out if they can attend the December 14, 2004 meeting.

Supervisor Kelley would like the Board or someone to look at the shoulders on 10th St. SE, near county road 14 look soft and wonders if the shoulders will hold up.  
Supervisor McDougall informed the Board of some garbage had been dumped in a ditch.  An officer was going to look into the problem and get back to her, names were found in the garbage on Division St. in Rockford and Buffalo Townships.  
Supervisor McDougall stated that at the Township Annual Meeting in St. Cloud, she attended a session in risk management and she was concerned about maintaining roads before the Township takes over the road.  It was suggested to write a letter informing the developer that we will not be doing maintenance until the road is taken over by the Township about not doing the maintenance.

Supervisor McDougall informed the Board she would be gone December 5th through December 12th.  
Supervisor Beise stated in Rockford Ranch addition that the roads might need to be re-shouldered.  

Supervisor Beise would like the Clerk to post a notice and call the engineer to meet for a work session on Tuesday, November 30, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. to discuss Halsey Ave. SE, Gabler Ravine, and road maintenance issues.

Supervisor Otto stated that Franklin Township had passed an ordinance for utility companies requiring them to get a permit or work order.  Otto suggested we check if the Township has an ordinance for this, and if we do not maybe, the Township should draft an ordinance.  
11) Maintenance Crew – NONE
12) Clerk – Clerk McDougall asked the Board to sign the typed copy of Resolution 2004-11.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board she would be out of the office on December 7, 9, & 10th and asked if the Board would like to have Anita Boyd come in and answer phones on Friday December 10, 2004.  The Board thought that would be good to have office hour coverage on December 10, 2004.  
13) Review of Bills – Motion by Daluge and seconded by Otto to pay bills. Claim # 12050 to #12068.  Motion carried, all voting all in favor. 

14) Adjournment - Motion by Otto and seconded by Kelley to adjourn meeting at 9:45 p.m. Motion carried, all voting in favor.
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