December 13th, 2004 

Rockford Township 

Halsey Review
1) Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance - The December 13, 2004 Halsey review meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chair Beise.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Supervisors present were Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Otto, Kelley, Clerk McDougall and LHB Engineer Jim Tiggelaar.
The Board discussed the assessments and asked residents if they had any comments on the feasibility study.
Joyce Geris 7460 9th St. SE asked the Board if her non-buildable site would be assessed and why would the Board assess the lot if the lot is non-buildable.

Supervisor Otto believes this lot would not be free of assessing and if this lot were assessed; it would not be changed a full assessment. 

Al Miller 7476 9th St. SE stated he does not think that a non-buildable lot should be assessed $10,500.  

Supervisor Kelley stated that all lots could be assessed to bring the cost down.  The determination has not been made yet on assessments.  Supervisor Kelley also stated that if the lot were on the lake off Halsey Ave. the residents would be assessed.

Mr. Miller asked the Board why he received two ballots.  Supervisor Kelley told Mr. Miller he received two ballots because he has two parcels.
Supervisor Otto believes this lot could be assessed for a smaller amount and that Mr. Miller could go to the County and find out if the two lots could be combined under one P.I.D. number.
Tom Larson 451 Halsey Ave. SE stated that after the hearing on Halsey Ave., he talked to Hicks at Buffalo Bituminous.  A Buffalo Bituminous employee told the resident that the paving could be done for $155,000 and he could engineer and get the road ready for bids at no cost.  Mr. Larson asked the Board why the Township did not pursue this option.

Supervisor McDougall stated that the engineer has to be certified and to follow certain procedures in order to do a road project over $50,000 unless the project is all paid through the road and bridge fund.
Mr. Larson asked the Board how much of the project is being paid for from the Township.  Supervisor Otto stated that 1.3 million would be paid for by the residents and $373,000 would be paid through the Township.  Supervisor Otto also stated that the Township has a standard to follow when doing a road project.  Otto stated that the roads should be at 9-ton standards with proper soil correction.
Supervisor Otto would like to get a clearer number of who is for the project.  Supervisor Otto believes everyone wants the project done but no one wants the high cost.  
Supervisor Otto stated that there are other Township roads that residents want to be tarred and the funds are not available.  Supervisor Otto suggests residents come to the annual meeting in March to give their input on how much money should be put into the blacktopping fund.  

Jim Tiggleaar stated that in a project like Halsey with out the soil correction it is typical to have the cost around $300,000 to $500,000.  

Mr. Larson would like to know why the St. Michael side is holding up so well and they did not spend over a million on that project.  Mr. Larson asked the Board if the road could be done for $300,000 to $500, 000.  Larson states that because of the cost of the sewer project residents cannot afford another assessment.

Mike Garelick 7062 6th St. SE asked the Boards about his multiple lots and if some of them can be combined.  Supervisor Beise stated that is figured out through the County. Mr. Garelick asked the Board, if his non-buildable lots were combined, would the one lot become buildable.  Supervisor Otto stated that this is up to the County.  

Carl Chalupski 33 Halsey Ave. SE informed the Board that there was an area of the road where the soil has already been corrected.  Mr. Chalupsky expressed his concerns that the residents have been asking for the paving since 1966 and would like something done.

Supervisor Daluge stated that the Board is trying to do right by the residents.  The Board has been looking for answers to how to go about this project.  The Board decided to have this meeting and pass out ballots to try to get a better understanding of how many residents are in favor of this project.  

Jim Tiggelaar stated that the Township would be paying for the physical improvements on 6th St. but not the blacktop, 50% of the culvert replacement for $43,000, soil corrections in certain areas and gully erosion N. of County Rd 33 for $15,000.

Mike Ryberg 806 Halsey Ave. SE asked the Board if the project is voted down, then what will the Township do and is there a middle ground that the residents and Board can come to and try to complete this project.  
Mr. Ryberg also asked the Board why not just do Halsey Ave. to see how that turns out and then in the future do the side streets.  Mr. Ryberg expressed his concerns because of the high traffic on Halsey.  

Jim Tiggelaar stated that the project cost numbers are a high estimate and they are not the final numbers.  This study was done to show the worst-case scenario.  

Supervisor Beise asked the engineer what other surveys need to be done.  Jim Tiggelaar stated that there has to be a detail layout for this project.

Jeff Kennedy 101 Halsey Ave. SE asked what the life expectancy would be on this project.

Jim Tiggelaar stated the road expectancy is twenty to twenty five years.

Mr. Kennedy asked if the Board could do a road with a life expectancy of 15 years, to bring the cost down.  

Jim Tiggelaar stated that they could cut down from sand and use more clay.  

Jim Miller 7412 9th St. SE asked the Board who gets to bid on this project.  Supervisor Biese stated that the Township will put an add into the newspaper and the construction newspaper.

Mr. Miller asked if this project is voted down, is it tabled forever.  Supervisor Kelley stated that another petition could be done.

Mr. Miller asked if the DNR would put any contributions from the public.  Another resident from the meeting stated that for the sewer project the DNR was assessed for that project.  

Mr. Miller stated that he gathered information from an assessor to find out if there is an appreciation on homes when the road is tarred.  Mr. Miller stated that he is against doing the project. 
Bruce Biederman 686 Halsey Ave. SE stated that the cost is the main concern for the residents and the petition was not for the side streets but only for Halsey Ave. SE.    Supervisor Kelley informed the residents that the Board did have a work session to try to get the cost down.  

Brad Burns 163 Halsey Ave. SE stated that 75% of the residents live on Halsey and the road is washing 20 to 30 feet into Lake Charolette.  Mr. Burns stated that Lake Charolette is one of the cleanest lakes around this area and this is a quality of life issue.  Mr. Burns expressed the importance of paving Halsey and is in favor of the project.

Mike McDonough 597 Halsey Ave. SE asked the Board about the cul-de-sac on ninth and Hamilton.  Supervisor Otto stated that the County wanted the cul-de-sac on Hamilton Ave.  The Town Board decided not to close it. 

Supervisor Otto stated that with his research at the County and looking through records, he came up with 125 parcels to be assessed.

Lon Voit 583 Halsey Ave. SE stated costs are too high and asked of the Board can increase the Township levy for the blacktopping project.  Mr. Voit also asked if there was money in the road and bridge fund and can Halsey get help from this fund.  Supervisor Kelley stated that there is a large amount set aside for Farmington project.  Supervisor Kelley stated that there was $93,000 ear marked that was suppose to be put in to the Blacktopping fund.  Kelley stated that when the Township received the $93,000 the residents had to decide if the money should be put into the fund and they decided against it.  Mr. Voit asked if the Township could cut costs by not doing the side streets.

Jeff Kennedy 101 Halsey Ave. SE asked the Board if there could be a road policy to pay for the difference.  Supervisor McDougall stated that she does not believe so.

Supervisor Kelley stated that the Farmington cost needs to be paid for first.

Brad Burns 163 Halsey Ave. SE asked the Board if the project is not approved, will the Township fix 6th St.  
Tess Hanson 469 Halsey Ave. SE would like the Township to look more at which lots are buildable before assessing.  Ms. Hanson wants the Town Board to look at bringing the cost down.  Tess believes because of safety factors Division street should be completed.

Brad Burns 163 Halsey Ave. SE suggests paving all roads.

Jack Killian 375 Halsey Ave. SE believes that with out changing the borders, what is the Townships liability for going across private property.  Mr. Killian stated Frankfort Township the road still stayed the same.

Tim Tiggelaar stated that to leave the road where it is there could be accident liability.  This would have to be looked at.
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.  
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