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April 17, 2007           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Kjome, Deitering, Eckblad and McDougall, and Clerk McDougall, Crew Schlagel and Hafften.
Residents were instructed to fill out a public comment form if they would like to speak under Public Comment during the meeting.

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes:
Meeting minutes April 3, 2007

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the April 3, 2007 meeting minutes with the changes and additions. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Changes and Additions 4/17/07 Mtg. Minutes
Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that cleanup has started on the property and he will contact the citizen who made the second initial complaint
Aukee will have the proposed access staked out for the site inspection.  The board also noted concerns with the site distance.  

Eckblad informed the board of some problem areas, and a resident complaint, on 9th Street SE, such as small culverts.  Clerk McDougall will fax the information to the engineer.  The complaint area is 7216 9th Street where gravel has been placed over existing bituminous and some of the gravel has washed down his driveway to his bituminous slab in front of garage and shed.  The problem area is on 9th Street where a culvert looks to be too short for safe slopes adjacent to driveway.  
Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting minutes April 9, 2007
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the April 9, 2007 Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting minutes as printed. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Maintenance Crew:  

Crew Hafften asked for board approval to purchase two (2) new 30-foot hoses for the water truck.    A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to approve purchasing two (2) 30-foot hoses for the water truck.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Public Comment:

Resident Bill Warner offered to plant 5 and no more than 10 white pine or white spruce trees on the township property.  The area would be staked and approved before planting.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to allow Warner to plant 5 trees and no more than 10 white pine or white spruce trees on the township property after area has been selected.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Resident Larry Otto addressed the board and asked why the Public Comment item was moved on the agenda from the end of the new items to the beginning of the new items.  The Board informed Otto that it was moved to give residents a chance to speak before the agenda items so the board can consider the comments when making decisions.  Otto also questioned the board if they were trying to stop public comment by limiting comments.  The board informed Otto that, at a previous meeting, he would continually raise his hand to talk, which was very disruptive.  The Board informed residents, that the Board will listen to resident comments but with limitations so they can accomplish the agenda items in a timely manner.  
Continued Items: - None

New Agenda Items: 

Township Assessor – Pete Merges

Pete Merges, the township assessor, requested the board prepare a contract for services from June 1, 2007 through June 1, 2008.  This contract would include a parcel rate increase from $10.00 to $10.50 per parcel for 1667 parcels.  Assessor contract will be on the next meeting agenda.  
Employee Wage and Benefits/Work that is billed out
Culvert delivery fee

Clerk McDougall asked the board to clarify the rate for culvert delivery.  There are currently two culvert delivery prices, $35.00 and $70.00.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve a one-time delivery charge of $60.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Deputy Clerk wage

Clerk McDougall asked the board to separate the Office Help wage and Deputy Clerk wage since the Office help is a part time person who answers phones and takes messages when the Clerk or Deputy Clerk cannot be in.  The Deputy Clerk has the same responsibilities as the Clerk.  

Clerk McDougall requested the board increase the Deputy Clerk wage from $12.00 per hour to the same rate as janitorial wages of $16.00 per hour.  Supervisor McDougall noted that the Deputy Clerk has years of experience in this type of work.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the Deputy Clerk wage of $16.00 per hour.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   

Full Time employee wages
The board discussed the crew wage and benefits and suggested a three percent increase with part of the three percent to show in the health insurance cost and the remaining to show in the hourly wage.  The board also commented they should work on maxing the crew wages out.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Deitering to increase the township paid health insurance from $500.00 to $583.45 per month and a $.50 per hour wage increase for the maintenance crew.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to adjust the clerk wage from $18.44 to $18.87, which is 87% of the maintenance crew wage, and to increase the township paid health insurance from $500.00 to $583.45 per month. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   


A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the wage and benefits effective date for the next pay period beginning on April 30, 2007.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Land Use Plan


Residents spoke about forming a volunteer committee to get a similar plan together such as Buffalo Townships for the next Wright County Northeast Quadrant Land Use Plan public hearing.  Residents asked for board support with supplies such as postage and clerical help.  The residents did agree to support the third Land Use Plan draft dated January 16, 2007 from Rockford Township.  


A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to support a volunteer citizen group that would support Draft 3, dated January 16, 2007, of the Rockford Township Land Use Plan.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  


A citizen meeting will be held on April 23, 2007 at 7:00 pm at the Rockford Town Hall.  
Supervisors

Supervisor Deitering – None
Supervisor Kjome – None 

Supervisor McDougall – None
Supervisor Eckblad – place Eckblad informed the board there seems to be more bidders on projects this spring and suggested discussing the rebid of 30th St. SE, east of the town hall, on the next agenda.    
Supervisor Beise –Beise stated that Wright Hennepin sprays for weeds under all their lines and the township might be able to recoup some of the spraying costs since the township currently sprays under the lines.  

Beise requested the Town Board road inspection be added to the next agenda to set a meeting date.    
Clerk McDougall – Forfeited Property deeded to the township 

Clerk McDougall informed the Board the state would not allow the township to keep the property along highway 55 for future road right-of-way.  

Funds Report – through April 17, 2007

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the funds report through April 17, 2007.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to pay claim #14079 through claim #14109 in the amount of $14,813.72 including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering adjourn at 8:30 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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