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April 18, 2006           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag. Present were Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall and Otto, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Schlagel.

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda with the cancellation of number 8 Buffalo Bituminous.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Meeting Minutes: 

Meeting Minutes from April 4, 2006

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the April 4, 2006 meeting minutes as with the noted changes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Changes and Corrections 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda the agenda with the following changes chances: 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to continue the Reorganization of the Board to April 18, 2006 May 2.
Meeting Minutes from April 12, 2006

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the April 12, 2006 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
 Maintenance Crew

Crew Schlagel was present but did not have anything to report.
Continued Item:
Jeremy and Leanna Paatela - 483 Halsey Ave. SE – Variance request for expanding foundation to attach garage to house.

Paatela informed the board that the county will be having a site inspection and the board will be informed when that inspection will take place in case they want to attend.  Paatela informed the board that if the roofline is reduced it will meet the 15% lot coverage.      

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to continue this request to May 16, 2006 for the site inspection.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Planning Commission

Rodney Davidson - expand Conditional Use Permit (975 Chamberlain Ave. SE) to allow up to 200 trailers on display and construction of a storage facility
Davidson requested that the town board approve the conditional use permit for additional trailers and a storage facility.  

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to continue this request to May 2, 2006 and note the building should be located closer to Chamberlain Ave. SE for future Highway 55 expansion possibilities.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   

Gerald & Patricia Born – Division of Land, 2161 Jansen Ave. SE

Born requested the board to approve the land division at 2161 Jansen Ave. SE from 7.48 acres to a 5-acre lot and a 2.48-acre lot.  Born informed the board that this land is located in the R2A right now and would like this divided for purposes of taking care of their daughter with MS.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to continue this item to May 2, 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Amendment to the Wright County Zoning Ordinance response form –

Jack Russek informed the board that this change to the ordinance will help with the process of planning and zoning.   This will also help the county with wrongful procedures from townships that currently do their own planning and zoning.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the request for the amendment to the Wright County Zoning Ordinance. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Resolution for Phase 3 Joseph Wells - Per Orderly Annexation Agreement OA-824-1

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to approve the Orderly Annexation for the Wells property.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Land Use Plan

Ken Felger informed the board that the there will be a meeting May 1, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. in the Wright County Board Room.  On the agenda will be ag preservation and rural residential.  The public is welcome to attend.  
New Items:

Planning Commission Recommendations – 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to accept the recommendations by the Planning Commission number six through 10 acknowledging number 8 was removed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Mary Sage – Requesting blacktopping for 30th St. SE – 

Mary and Mike Sage requested that the board consider blacktopping 30th St. SE west of the township hall.  
Sage inquired what roads were possibly going to be blacktopped for 2006.  The board informed Sage that the Halsey Paving Project is next for paving, and Calder Ave SE submitted a proper petition.  No decisions have been made for final paving on either road.    
Sage also requested financial statements from the township.  The board stated the financial statements are available from the clerk.  

The clerk will have a petition format ready for Sage by Friday April 21, 2006.  
Brad Burns – Halsey Paving Project – 

Brad Burns and Ken Ashfeld informed the board of two changes for the paving project and inquired about if the engineer could look at what the cost would be.  One item was to relocate the road to the center in front of their homes and the second was to have the water runoff directed to a catch basin located on the East side of the Ashfeld property.  
The resident requested board approval to be able to talk with the engineer about these items.  

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to discuss these two items at the May 2, 2006.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto   

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to have LHB Engineer Tim Korby or Jim Tiggelaar attend the meeting May 2, 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Letter for Joe Francis – Halsey Ave. SE – 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to approve the letter drafted by Eckblad to be sent to Joe Francis.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Reorganization of the Board – 

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to leave the township meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of the month with the Board to determine what day the meetings will be held due to holidays.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to start the planning commission meetings at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to designated the township official newspaper as the Wright County Journal Press.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor Otto requested that the board members submit a monthly claim form or lose the compensation.  

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to leave the township board compensation the same as 2005.  McDougall amended the motion and Deitering seconded the amendment to turn in requests in a timely matter but not to forfeit the compensation.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Clerk McDougall read a request signed by herself and the maintenance crew employees requesting a regular payday, which would be every two weeks on Tuesdays.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve a regular pay schedule every two weeks on Tuesday following the end of the pay period.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to continue the review of the employee handbook to the regular meeting May 16, 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

The board reviewed a pay equity step chart.  Supervisor Otto recommended moving steps back to go according to the Clerks wage increases.  
Supervisor Otto informed the board that the township was in pay equity compliance at the time of the report when it was submitted in January 2006 and you do not have to be in compliance until the report is due again in three years.
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to extend the Pay Equity Compliance and the Step Pay Plan and to list these items separately on the May 16, 2006 agenda.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor Otto informed the board that the assessor should provide a certificate of insurance and workers compensation insurance since the assessor has a couple of employees.

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to keep the appointments / Wage / Benefits the same as 2005 noting the assessors insurance coverage that is needed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to designate Greg Eckblad as the Township Safety Director.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to designate the Rockford Township posting place as the township hall also noting the website will not be an official posting place, but it will still be maintained.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to designate the Rockford Township Bank as Klein National Bank in Buffalo.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Considering potential conflicts of interest, Supervisor Otto noted that he did not have a conflict since he was paid for fabric.
Clerk McDougall informed the board the Resolution / Ordinance Binder will be split into two different binders.  

Clerk McDougall will contact the Township Association about Urban Townships and compliance with the DATA Practices ACT.

PT Temporary Janitorial Help – 
Clerk McDougall informed the board that George Schaust will be out of work for about 2 months and informed the board that she does have a temporary janitor to fill in during this time.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to hire Troy Beise at $15.50 per hour for temporary help for cleaning the town hall. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Public Comment 

None
Supervisors

Supervisor Otto –  Supervisor Otto discussed the Joint Powers Agreement with the County and discussed on page 2 under number 3 the board felt that the “any member of the County Board” should be stricken and it should state County Board. The Clerk will contact the township attorney for this item.  

Otto suggested contacting the county planning and zoning, recommending that when they issue building permits that they might be able to inform residents that driveway permits can be issued at the township.  

Supervisor Beise recommended removing the Davidson Ave. SE cul-de-sac in Westford Meadows and the MN Development agency will take care of all costs to do this with lining up Davidson Ave. SE.  Supervisor McDougall recommended a slope easement for those properties affected.  Supervisor Eckblad recommended that MN Development agency extend the driveways to meet the road.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to allow chair Beise to talk to residents about removing the cul-de-sac on Davidson Ave. SE with all costs to MN Development Agency and to do any corrections to connect the two roads.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

 Supervisor Otto discussed a follow up letter dated March 9, 2006 for the letter that was sent to Hanover on February 7, 2006.  The letter was sent and signed by Chair Beise and Supervisor McDougall to Christine Scotillo Executive director of Municipal Boundary Adjustments.  The letter was also copied to other entities with out board approval and not all town board members received a copy of this letter.  Otto suggested that this was inappropriate since the letter was signed from the Chair and Supervisor of Rockford Township.  
Supervisor Otto questioned Supervisor McDougall which entity she was working on a Joint Powers agreement for.  Supervisor McDougall thought it was for Buffalo.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto to remove Chair Beise from chairperson.  The motion died due to a lack of a second.  

Supervisor Otto informed the board that he contacted the State Auditors office about the financial reports and mentioned that the state would be looking into the reports and interviewing the Township auditor.  None of this information has been verified to the Rockford Township Clerk.    

Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall informed the Board the City of Rockford did approve the Townships changes to their Land Growth Plan.

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that she had other interested parties that would be willing to help with dumpsters on clean-up day.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to leave the dumpster provider as is.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

Supervisor Eckblad – None
Supervisor Deitering – None
Supervisor Beise – Supervisor Beise informed the board that plans are coming soon for the salt shed so the plans can be placed for bids
Clerk McDougall - None

Funds Report - 
Supervisor Otto informed the board that he contacted the State auditor’s office and since he requested the state to review the Township financial statements they will be looking into financial records of the township. Otto noted that the State would be meeting with the Township auditor.  Otto informed the board that he will not be in favor of approving any funds reports until the matter is cleared up with the state.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the funds report through April 18, 2006.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

 Review of Bills –

Supervisor Otto noted that a claim did not have the person’s name spelled correctly.  Supervisor Eckblad corrected the spelling and initialed the check.  Otto questioned why the Deputy clerk works every week and the pay should be deducted from the Clerks budget.  Supervisor McDougall informed Otto that the pay does not come from the Clerks budget but under Office help.  Otto questioned ½-hour overtime when an employee was gone on another day.  Clerk McDougall noted that overtime for the crew is after 8 hours worked.  Otto questioned if the assessors bill should be held until proper insurance papers were received.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that we do have a certificate of insurance but will check on Worker Compensation insurance coverage.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and second by McDougall to pay claim #12819 through claim #12841 and employee payroll for $28,248.88. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 10:55 PM.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date:________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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