April 23rd, 2002

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The April 23rd 2002 regular Township meeting was held at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  Walker was excused.  The meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  

The Board reviewed the agenda and suggested that the Continued Items be moved to the bottom of the agenda, cancelled Curtis Dehn (item 6), and will hear from Chai Lee when he arrives.  With the changes to the agenda, it was adopted as amended.  The minutes from the April 9th Public Hearing and regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  There were some suggested changes they are as follows: The first change is correcting a change from March 26th minutes – Supervisor Kelley informed the Board that Chai Lee was a Realtor representing his client, and she would abstain from any voting that might take place.  Page 2 of the regular meeting adding the last name of a resident: Dean Dixon.  The Public Hearing minutes have the following corrections: page 2, under Supervisor McDougall – “mapping” would could be done earlier this year.  MNDOT can do an official the initial mapping.  Motion by Wetter, second Kelley to accept the minutes from the April 9th 2002 Public Hearing and the regular Meeting with the changes.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall Kelley and Wetter.  Opposed none, motion carried.

Mary Knight from the Friends of the Delano Library was requesting from the Board a donation for the new library building.  A handout was distributed to the Board and a short presentation was given.  Mrs. Knight informed the Board that some of the users of the Delano library were Rockford Township residents along with Franklin Township, and the City of Greenfield.  It was brought up that the Town Board donated to the City of Rockford’s library, but could not recall the amount.  Motion by McDougall, second Wetter to table until the May 14th meeting so research could be done on if and how much was donated to the City of Rockford’s library.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  Opposed none, motion carried.

Kurt Sjelin was present to request from the Board if another house could be built on 40 acres that already has 2-building sites and is zoned Ag.  The property is by the City of Buffalo, and was in the area that the Land Use Committee was discussing possible changes.   The Board suggested that Mr. Sjelin wait until later in the meeting when discussion about the Land Use Plan comes up.

45th Street S.E. road project was discussed.  The residents of 45th Street were invited to the meeting.  Mr. Aarstad presented to the Board an alternate compromise to the proposed road project.  Wetter volunteered to work with Kerry Saxton (Soil & Water) and Paul Aarstad to come up with the best plan for the road.

Public Hearing Continued from April 9th, 2002 meeting:

Discussion regarding the recommendations of the Land Use Committee:  

McDougall read an e-mail from Tom Salkowski the following is part of the e-mail informing McDougall that the County Planning & Zoning does not have the time or resources to review the Township’s Land Use Plan this year.  Mr. Salkowski also informed 
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McDougall that the “County can not entertain any proposals for the Land Use Plan unless there was a motion to review the Plan at the Township’s Annual meeting.”  The e-mail also stated how Mr. Salkowski  “talked with Chris Scotillo at the State Planning Agency, who joined me in utter disbelief that there is a City this day and age that will try to annex property for the purpose of creating 2 ½ acre lots with on site sewers.” “ She could not recall any such annexation being proposed, much less challenged.”  “The statute for annexation, even the 60 acre variety, does state that the purpose of annexation is to provide municipal services, and so there is an opening for a Township to challenge an annexation when it is known that no services will be provided.”  “Such a challenge would, of course, depend on how strong the Township feels.”  “I would be willing to help such a challenge, and the County Attorney’s office might also.”  “The idea to annex for unsewered lots is so ridiculous, and such a waste of land, that I would be willing to stick my neck out if the circumstances were right.”  Wetter referred to the City of Buffalo and how they just notified us, and the land that was annexed did not have sewer and water.  Same with the Millennium Park in the City of Rockford.  Tom Salkowski did nothing to help the Township with those 2 examples.   

· Mr. Rolstad: if the Township had its own Planning Commission with a part-time City Planner, the Township wouldn’t have the forests, but would have a tax base.  Also, if the Township had its own Planning & Zoning, the Residents would have a say in what’s going on.

· Supervisor Kelley:  The Township’s own Planning & Zoning wouldn’t be able to compete with the density of the City because it doesn’t have anything to offer.  Even the Township’s proposed Land Use Plan (not Planning & Zoning) will not be able to offer the higher density that a city can offer, and in and of itself, will not be a deterrent to the annexation of larger parcels.  

· Supervisor Wetter:  the paragraph in the e-mail in which Chris Scotillo talked about statute for annexation having a “purpose” providing municipal services, which creates an opening to challenge.  Mr. Wetter pointed out that was not the case in the Buffalo annexation in which she signed.

· Jim Stromberg:  Shared his thoughts about his land and how he doesn’t feel he should have to wait until MNDOT figures out where the Highway is going to go.

· Supervisor Beise:  Thought the Township needed more commercial along Highway 55, and also felt the Board was not ready, and should do more research, and come back in 6-months with some kind of plan.

· Supervisor McDougall: Also thought that the Board should get their “ducks” in a row and bring it up at an Annual meeting.

· Supervisor Kelley:  Agreed with Beise about being more commercial, and doesn’t agree with Tom Salkowski.  Kelley also thought waiting until the Board was prepared was good because the Board is lacking in expertise and skills to be their own Planning Commission. Agreed with Beise that the Township should plan for more Commercial/Industrial designation, and disagreed with Tom Salkowski’s belief that all Commercial/Industrial should stay in the city with city services, and that the entire Township will get is the Commercial/Industrial that no one else wants.   Kelley also felt that waiting was a good idea because she was afraid that if we went forth with the Plan as proposed, we would be forced into withdrawing from the 
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· County’s Planning & Zoning and taking over those duties ourselves.  She feels the Township is lacking in the necessary skills and expertise, and is ill prepared to make such a move.

· Supervisor Wetter: Talked about abstaining due to his land being part of the discussion.

· Mr. Rolstad:  Felt Highway 55 corridor should not interfere with the Township’s plans.

· Paul Aarstad: Thought waiting until the mapping for Highway 55 was done then go forward made sense.

· Supervisor McDougall:  Thought she was misunderstood, that after the initial mapping, then “go for it”.  Open up Highway 55 to commercial.  

· Supervisor Beise:  Suggested that a committee could be put together, and come back in 6-months, then to an Annual meeting.

· One audience member suggested a “lottery” for choosing candidates for the “Committee”.

Motion by Wetter, second McDougall to discuss how to select Committee members, if the Board chooses to have a Committee for the Land Use Plan.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  Opposed none, motion carried.  

This ended the continued Public Hearing.

Chai Lee was present to give the Board additional information in regards to the potential soccer field plans.  The County does not require any permits as long as there is no directing traffic, submitted a letter on behalf of Mr. Lee from the Dakota County Sheriff regarding the Hmong Community sponsored soccer events.  There were some questions regarding access from Highway 55 or from Eastwood, along with possibly working with the Humane Society on an access.  Mr. Lee discussed his plan about access from Highway 55, and from Eastwood.  After some lengthy discussion about the Highway, accesses and traffic concerns, Supervisor Wetter expressed his concern about the potential for a huge amount of cars turning off of Highway 55.  Supervisor Beise also had concerns about the traffic.  Supervisor McDougall thought Mr. Lee had a good traffic plan, a good recommendation, and a CUP, which means if the soccer field business did not work out, the CUP would not be renewed.  Supervisor Kelley will abstain from any voting on the issue.  Motion by Wetter, second McDougall to have as many Board members as possible attend the County meeting on May 16th, and work with Planning & Zoning for the best interest for everyone involved.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall and Wetter.  Abstained, Kelley, motion carried.

The Board discussed being its own Planning & Zoning Commission for plat approvals only.  Motion by Wetter, second McDougall for the Town Board becoming its own Planning & Zoning Commission for plat approvals only.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  Opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:  The Board discussed new Township Lawyers.  The Clerk or Board members had no new resumes for attorneys.  There was a suggestion of Tim Young 
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from Annandale.  It seems that Mr. Young has worked with other Townships in regards to blacktopping, and also has worked with Marty Champion.  Motion by Wetter, second McDougall to have Mr. Young attend the next meeting if possible and have him start working on road projects if possible.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  Opposed none, motion carried.  Beise will contact Mr. Young.

Beise discussed the on site meeting about Farmington Avenue S.E. he had attended with Marty, and the Crew.  The road looks in good shape with only a couple of soft spots.  The overall width of the road looked good with the possibility of narrowing the road by County Road 33. The Township should include all work on road and blacktopping into the project bid, so everything is covered warranty wise.

Continued Items:  Discussion regarding the Highway 55 “membership” was put off until the end of May.

Public Comments:  There were no Public Comments forms.

Supervisors:

Karen:  Trees that the Crew planted last year look good.  Informed the Board that she will be meeting with M&P Utility Company at the end of the week.

Pam: Checked out the paving material that Franklin Township used on their road.  It had potholes and some soft spots on it.  Discussed the Youth with a Mission on site inspection.

Leander:  Questioned if the gravel had been tested yet, and if not yet it should get done before hauling.  Inquired about the pavement on the Power Plant road, and what the Board wants to do about it.  Use the shingle material, or blacktop.  Letter should go out to the residents on the road before the project.  

Dennis:  Brought up Vogel’s development and the emergency vehicle road (easement), and who would take care of plowing and maintaining the road.  Leander volunteered to call Tom Salkowski and check.  One of the stoves in the kitchen is broke.  Dennis and Leander will check around for some deals on a replacement.  Inquired from Leander what Dean Dixon wanted to do with the culverts on his land and the ditch that flows into Rice Lake.  Suggested having a road inspection as soon as possible.  Road inspection was set for Wednesday April 24th, 2002 at 11:00 a.m.  The Supervisors will meet at the hall.  

Clerk:  Mentioned that two newspaper articles were received regarding washboard roads.  The information was received in the mail anonymous.  

Motion by Wetter, second McDougall to approve payments from 4/10/02 through 4/23/02 totaling $7,826.93 paid by checks #10498 through #10521.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Wetter and Kelley.  Opposed none, motion carried.
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All agenda items being complete and no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Chair






Clerk
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