PAGE  

Approved

April 4, 2023
Rockford Township

Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes



Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance 

Supervisor Dennis Beise called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Nancy Norsby, Dale Otten, and Troy Beise, and Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall.  
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Joel Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Dale Otten to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.


Minutes
A motion was made by Supervisor Dale Otten and seconded by Supervisor Joel Kjome to approve March 21, 2023 Planning Commission meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Continued Items – None

New Items 
Mike Bunn – 1156 State Hwy 25 SE – Variance for proposed land division – Approx. 20 Acres whereas 10 - Acres is maximum

Mike Bunn was present to request Board approval for a variance for a land division.  The minimum acres allowed is 10 acres and he requested approval for a 20-acre land division.  The land would be used to build a church.
Mike Bunn gave an update of their current location in Franklin Township and the facility is currently not enough room.  They would like to purchase 20-acres from Gary Ilstrup to build a church and have room for a cemetery. 

Supervisor Joel Kjome made a motion and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to deny the variance since it falls in a transition area on the 2007 land use plan.  This is a transition area for the City of Buffalo future growth area.  Supervisor Joel Kjome and Supervisor Nancy Norsby would like to speak with the City of Buffalo to get their thoughts on the area and the proposed variance and discuss their future plans.  Mike Bunn noted he received something from the City in support of the variance but this was not confirmed.  Nancy Norsby noted this does fall in the transition area.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  Supervisor Dale Otten Abstained because of a lack of information.  

Public comments:    
Carol Stein – 1551 10th St. SE – Concerns regarding water/flooding issues and the effect on her property and neighboring properties.  Other concerns were increased traffic, sewer, light pollution, noise pollution, and road maintenance.  Stein questioned who would pay for the road maintenance with increased traffic and would it be a bituminous road.  Stein noted it was agriculture land, and again light and noise pollution.  

Supervisor Kjome discussed a previous request that affected another transition area with the City of Hanover, which the Town Board did not approve.  The County ultimately approved it against the Town Boards recommendations.  The public comments will be submitted to Wright County so they may be considered prior to the County making a final decision.  
Duane Rolstad - 1855 20th St SE – Rolstad felt there are too many unknowns with this request.  First, mention of a developers agreements in the Township and commented that anything that is being developed should have the 9-ton black top road in front of the location.  This is according to the townships developers’ agreement.   Second, turn lanes on HWY 25 in front of the cemetery are allegedly not legal.  Third, the Township is planning work on that road which should be first priority or the Township would have to possibly put that on hold.  Fourth, traffic concerns because of the dangerous corner by the cemetery and the number of accidents.  Rolstad recommended the road should be fixed.  Fifth, Rolstad discuss the proposed pond and water issues and possible future flooding, overflow and the flow rate.

Mark Boyd – 1477 10th St. SE – Would like to have  due process and adequate public participation with the soil conservation district to examine the water flow from the proposed project.  This is not a commercial zone or a City and does not seem it would be a good area for what is being proposed.  Boyd requested a serious water study should be completed before any approval also there will need to be road changes.    

Ryan Sarkinen - 152 25th St. SE – Was in support of the proposed land division for a future church.  He acknowledged the residents and noted they had valid concerns.  Sarkinen noted the City of Buffalo stated they would support this in a residential area.  The Board did not have documentation of the Cities support.  Sarkinen noted they previously dealt with similar concerns and were able to deal with them and improved the property with vegetation, holding ponds, and slow discharge of the water.  The road could be blacktopped if needed in order to make the project work.  Again, he expressed his support of the proposed variance.        

Ron Rentz - 864 Calder Ave. SE - he had concerns if the church would be paying property taxes because he does not feel like his taxes need to be increased because of them not paying property taxes.  This affects everyone in Township.   Rentz believed there would be a huge cost to get the road ready for blacktopping and then the question would be how much of the road would need to be blacktopped.  Rentz commented the road would have to be blacktopped from HWY 55 all the way to the proposed location because of the people coming from the east.  This is already a heavily traveled road.   

Keith Rosenlund - 3103 Aetna Ave. SE - was in support of the proposed variance and to support the church.   Rosenlund also hoped the board and the neighbors would be open to considering the different options that may be available.  
Jared Lee – 321 25th St. SE – questioned how far out the road was blacktopped.  The Board stated it was not currently blacktopped.  Lee expressed his support for the proposed variance.   


Wright County Amendment for Mining Extraction Ordinance 

The Board did not have any comments regarding this item.
Public Comment – None
Adjourn Meeting
Supervisor Joel Kjome motioned to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.
_____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Vice-Chairperson)
_____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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