April 8th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The April 8th 2003 regular meeting was held at the Town Hall.  Members present were Kelley, Walker, McDougall, Beise was excused.  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m., and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  The Vice-Chair asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  The Clerk informed the Board that item 5-Marty Campion and Tim Young were rescheduled to the meeting of April 22nd due to Supervisor Beise being excused, therefore not having a full Board present.  The Board adopted the agenda as printed with the change.  The minutes from March 25th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to accept the March 25th meeting minutes as printed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Item: Cletus Huhn was not present, so Supervisor Kelley suggested he be placed at the bottom of the agenda, and the Board will address him if he shows up.

Randy Tokkesdal approached the Board to request a variance for an addition to his home.  Mr. Tokkesdal presented the Board with a site plan.  After reviewing the site plan, there was a motion by McDougall second Walker to recommend approval for a variance for an addition to his house 32 ft back from the rear of the property line, as long as all County set backs and septic requirements are met.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Supervisor Kelley informed the Board that she has not finished the letter to Hanover, thanking the Council for taking the time and consideration in dealing with annexation issues.  Kelley will finish the letter and e-mail a draft to all Board members before sending it to Hanover.  

Public Comment: None received.

Supervisors:

Karen:  Informed the Board that there is a Highway 55 meeting on Friday April 11th at 10:00 a.m. at the Wright-Hennepin Electric building.  Told the Board that there will be a Township Officers booth at the County Fair, if a Board member wants to volunteer.  Also the Historical Society was asking for volunteers to teach about Township Government, if interested.  Discussed how issuing burning permits will change.  To get a burning permit the individual will have to pay a fee to the DNR, and will have to phone in to activate the permit.  The DNR will still have Fire Wardens write out permits for approximately 2-years while the automated system gets set up.  Inquired about the replacement of a Land Plan Committee member, and if the alternate has been contacted.

Matt:  Nothing to report.

Pam:  Inquired if there were any letters of interested residents for the Board vacancy.  The Clerk informed the Board that 1-was received, and they had a copy.  An audience member inquired about how the vacancy is filled, and why the people do not get to vote in a replacement.  The Board and Clerk informed the resident that State law dictates that
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the Board shall fill the vacancy by appointment.  The Clerk explained that the replacement member would serve for the remainder of the year until the next election when the position is put in the ballot for a 2-year term, which completes the 3-term.  The letter “deadline” for interested residents was discussed in length.  The Board read the State law again which does not give direction as to how the Board should appoint a replacement.  Asking for letters shows how many interested residents there are in the position.  As for the letter “deadline” that was so the Board members could each individually read them before the meeting, much like they do for the minutes.  The Board is not restricted to the letters, but it’s a good indicator of who is interested.  The Vice-Chair called the discussion.

Motion by Walker second McDougall to approve the funds reports.  The corrected report for February 2003corrected total funds of $264,522.45 to $264,040.71(minus dedicated reserve) Funds totaling $402,499.92 minus dedicated reserve funds at the end of March 2003.  Funds located in checking, savings, CD’s, petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to approve payments from March 26th 2003 through April 8th 2003 totaling $14,370.24 paid by checks #11117   through #11140.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being competed the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
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