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Approved
August 16, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, Crew Hafften and Crew Schlagel.  Daluge was excused from meeting.  
Agenda: 
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes: 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to approve the meeting minutes of August 2, 2005 as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to approve the meeting minutes of August 9, 2005 as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Maintenance Crew
The Minnesota Fall Maintenance Expo will be held October 5 & 6th, 2005.  The board agreed to have the crew attend the training for one of the two days, whichever will be beneficial.  
Crew Hafften suggested to the board that the new culvert on Haug and Halsey Ave. SE. should not be installed and that the crew has sloped out and extended the current culvert.   

The board agreed not to install the new culvert but to keep an eye on the area in case it should be installed in the future.

The board discussed putting in a yield and or stop sign to slow traffic down at Haug and Halsey Ave. SE. 

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to put a stop sign on Halsey at Haug Ave. SE with a stop ahead sign on Halsey Ave. SE.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Continued Items:
Blacktopping
Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the clerk has been working on a resolution and a dedication of land for the 22nd Street SE turnaround and the owners will need to sign the form before the road can be recorded through the county.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to continue this item to the next regular meeting and to notify the Olson’s to have them sign the form for dedicating the land.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Supervisor Beise informed the board the paving on 30th Street will be over $50,000.00 and will need to be placed out for bids.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to have specs drawn up to include 30th Street East of the town hall to Deadrick Ave. SE and to include an overlay from Deadrick Ave. SE to the railroad tracks.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
New Agenda Items:

City of Hanover – Orderly Annexation Agreement 20 year Plan –

Dan Bucholtz from the City of Hanover presented to the board a 20-year Orderly Annexation Agreement.  This agreement was discussed over the past six months with some township supervisors and some council from the City of Hanover.  Each entity went over what they would like in the agreement and adjusted the agreement accordingly.  

The attorney from the City of Hanover informed residents of the content in the Orderly Annexation Agreement including the following:

· Designation of Orderly Annexation Area

· Director of Municipal Boundary Adjustments Office of Administration Jurisdiction

· No alterations of Boundaries

· Review and Comment

· Legally Binding and Exclusive

· Planning and Land Use Control

· Character of the Property

· Municipal Reimbursement

· Phased Annexation Areas – 4 phases
· Conditions for Orderly Annexation

· Use and Development of Annexation Areas

· Roads

· Fire Control

· Authorization

· Severability and Repealer

· Effective Date
The City of Hanover would like this agreement instead of acquiring the land though the 60-acre rule for annexation.  If the Orderly Annexation Agreement were signed there would be a joint planning board consisting of 2 town board members, 2 City of Hanover council and a joint member appointed by both entities.       
Many residents expressed their opinions on the possible 20-year agreement for annexation into the City of Hanover.  Resident s would like to be notified in the future when the meetings will take place.  The board informed residents that all meetings are posted on the town website and at the hall.   

The residents expressed concern about being annexed into the City and questioned Hanover what they had to offer to residents.  Bucholtz informed the board and residents that the City of Hanover is working on redeveloping downtown Hanover and some future commercial development.  

Other concerns from residents were the amount of taxes, would there be sewer assessments and will the residents be forced to hook up to the sewer.  Bucholtz addressed the concerns an informed residents that the developers will be paying for the hook up fees and residents will not be forced to hook up.  Bucholtz noted that if a residents system fails they would then have the option to hook up.     

Tom Salkowski from Wright County Planning and Zoning expressed concern that he did not believe that all members of the town board were at these meetings when the orderly annexation was discussed.  Also noted that this type of agreement will be locking in the future boards and council.  Salkowski expressed concern about the agreement, it does not state that the City is required to have sewer and water hooked up.  When land is annexed, sewer should service it and water before another parcel can be annexed.    
Salkowski spoke to the board and residents and suggested that the City and Township work with the County on a land use plan for the Northeast Quadrant of the county.  

The board agreed that property owners in the four phases would be notified of the next meeting about the Hanover Orderly Annexation Agreement.  

The board did not sign the orderly annexation agreement at this time.  A future meeting will be planned. 

Joe Francis – Water drainage on Halsey Ave. SE -
Francis informed the board that a new home is proposed for this site and would like to start this fall on the project.  Francis would like the drainage problem fixed before the new construction so it will not flood out the new home and garage.  

Francis requested the board put in a 130-foot culvert to divert the water drainage to the lake.  Francis is willing to give the township the easement to complete this culvert.  The current culvert is a 15” and an 18” was recommended for installation.  

The board reviewed the plans to install the new culvert and the plans are similar to the Engineers plans in the proposed Halsey Paving project.  

Crew Hafften asked the board if this project would be contracted out since some of the new culvert would be on private property.  Francis will find out more information if a contractor can install the culvert that would be partly on his property.  Francis will pick up some of the cost of the culvert of 30 to 40 feet.    
This item was continued to the next regular meeting to get more information of the cost of the culvert, aprons, and bands needed for this project.  

Conditional Use Permit to bring in fill to raise lot for new home at 166 Gillard Ave. SE – 

This item was not discussed since the applicant did not attend the meeting.  
Sheila Carlson – Vacating a town road along lots 1, 2, and 3 Block 2 of Crawford Lake Estate - 

The board discussed vacating the road located along lots 1, 2 and 3 Block 2 of Crawford Lake Estate.  
Sheila Carlson requested that the township consider vacating the road by Crawford Lake to make lot 3 bigger for building a future home.  The board informed Carlson to bring in more information of how the septic and well would fit onto the proposed lot, if the road were vacated.  The board also suggested that Carlson get consent to vacate from all land owners along the road effected and a waiver of all future damages of road being vacated.  input from the owners of lot 4.
Investigation Outcome for Crew Hafften and Clerk McDougall - 
The following motions were made at the personnel meeting held on June 7, 2005

Motion by Otto and seconded by Daluge to reprimand Hafften with a second written warning.  
Motion failed 2 to 3.  In Favor Supervisors Otto and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisors McDougall, Eckblad and Beise. 
Motion by Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to put a copy of the Formal Complaint Policy, Complaint from Supervisor Otto, and the memorandum of the investigation in Hafftens file. A written warning in Lou of a verbal warning.  

 Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Motion by Eckblad and second by Daluge to reevaluate Clerk McDougall in three months for information furnished to supervisors and performance with the bookkeeping.  Motion carried four to one with Supervisor McDougall abstaining.  Supervisors Otto, Eckblad, Daluge, and Beise in favor.  
The clerk will be reviewed at the September 6, 2005 regular meeting.  
Drug and Alcohol Testing Program Changes – 

This item was continued to the next meeting so the clerk can find out the differences of the new program compared to the old program.  
Cement Repair – 

Supervisor McDougall presented information for repairing the cement.  The cost for lifting the cement in a couple of areas would cost $475.00 from M.J.B. Concrete Lifting.  The board also noted another area of cement needs lifting that was not on the quote.      
The board had difference opinions on replacing the cement or lifting the cement in certain areas.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Eckblad to raise the cement but not to not exceed the amount of $550.00.  Motion carried 3 to 1.  In Favor: Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, and McDougall.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto believed this was not the way to go since the town hall has been here for 20 years.  
Orius Telecommunication Services – Permit for new phone line for 1496 Gabler Ave. SE – 

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to approve the Orius Telecommunication Service for a permit for a new phone line at 1497 Gabler Ave. SE.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Public Comment – NONE
Supervisors
Supervisor Otto –
Supervisor Otto asked the board if they knew when the last meeting for the Highway 55 corridor coalition was.  McDougall thought that it might be this Friday.  
Otto requested the Clerk to figure out how much gravel the township has received so far this year.  

Otto also requested the Clerk to find out if a piece of property on 8th Street SE and Highway 25 had been annexed from the City of Buffalo.  The Clerk will find out for the next meeting.  

Supervisor McDougall – 
Supervisor McDougall presented to the board a list of prices for clean up day for accepting electronics and questioned if the township would like to accept these items or check with the county to see if they accept these items.  

Supervisor Otto suggested that the township should accept these items since that is why we have clean-up day.  

The board will decide later on this matter.  
McDougall also informed the board that the propane tanks have not been picked up from the last clean-up day.  Otto will get a hold of the vendor who was going to pick them up.  The board suggested leaving them until after the fall cleanup day.  

Supervisor Eckblad – 
Supervisor Eckblad questioned if there was anything more that has come up about the MN DOT annexation with Buffalo.  The Clerk informed the board nothing has been brought in to the office at this time.  

Supervisor Eckblad informed the board, the need to fix the toilets since the toilets are not filling with water fast enough and they are being plugged up.  Supervisor McDougall suggested a super flush system.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to give Hafften an increase to match what Schlagel is currently making per hour.  Eckblad withdrew the motion and McDougall withdrew the second to the motion.  The Supervisors will discuss this at a future meeting when all Supervisors are present.    

The board discussed pay equity and having the employees meets the standards for this law.  Currently on the point system for pay equity, the Clerk has the highest number of points but is at the lowest pay and the employee with the lowest points is at the highest pay.  The township will discuss this at a future meeting to get in to compliance with pay equity and discuss a possible merit base program. 

Supervisor Beise – 
Clerk – 
Clerk McDougall informed the Board of the former clerk and that the health insurance was over paid and the township owes $100.06 to the former clerk.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto to pay the amount over a one and a half year period.  Motion died to lack of a second to the motion.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to pay the $100.06 to the former clerk for over payment for health insurance. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.     

The Clerk informed the board she would be out of work for surgery in September.  The Deputy Clerk will be filling in during office hours.    

The Clerk asked the board for permission to throw out junk mail, old envelopes and unnecessary papers.  The board agreed to throw unnecessary paper work and newspapers.  

The Clerk informed the board that she would have the quotes for the sound system by the next regular meeting.  

Funds Report through August 3, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the funds report through August 3, 2005.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Review of Bills –
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to pay Claim # 12417 to # 12442 for $38,686.74.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A Motion by Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 PM.

______________________________________________________DATE:__________

Chairperson (Dennis Beise)

______________________________________________________DATE:___________

Clerk/Treasurer (Rachelle L. McDougall)
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