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April 13, 2009           

Rockford Township 

Board of Review and Equalization Meeting Minutes


Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, and McDougall and Clerk McDougall.  Assistant County Assessor Randy DesMarais, Township Assessor Pete Merges and Appraiser Lori Thingvold were also present.  Supervisor Kjome and White were absent.
DesMarais stated that the purpose of the meeting was only to discuss 2010 assessed valuations, not taxes.  For 2010 residential properties have been reduced in the township but not as much as a city because of foreclosures and the down market. 

Merges stated that residential building valuations decreased, land values remained unchanged and the lake frontage and lot values have some change.  He stated that the reviewable date would be April 15th, and one owner must be present.

Karen Glen - 215-100-093300 2086 20th St. SE
Karen Glen requested her property value be adjusted to show the none productive pasture to productive since there is livestock on the 2-acres.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the change of the 2-acres to productive.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Robert Bennett - 215-100-162301 2273 Cameron Ave. SE.
Robert Bennett requested his property value be lowered since area residents values were reduced and or remained the same.  Bennetts values increased because of completion of the home.  The board recommended the county assessor review this property with the property owner. 
Bruce Biederman – 215-014-000150 686 Halsey Ave. SE 
Bruce Beiderman requested the board lower the values for this property since this home is an average home built in 1968.  This property is consistent with the area and lake frontage and falls into the 90-105% range at 91.5% required by the state.  There were no changes made by the board.
James and Rebecca Reynolds – 215-012-000020 68 Gillard Ave. SE 
Rebecca Reynolds questioned the board and assessors why the values were decreased since the property was purchased at a higher amount in 2006.  Pete Merges explained how the state of Minnesota sets the amounts.   This parcel remains unchanged.
Lubomira Ireland – 215-035-000280 and 215-035-000270 143 Halsey Ave. SE 
The property owner was not present but sent a letter requesting a value change for the two lots.  The building was under water in the 1990’s and has not been repaired.  One lot is buildable, another lot is unbuildable, and the owner is unsure which lot the building is on.  Pete Merges and the county will view this property to decide if any reduction is needed and clarify which lot is buildable.   
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to recess until April 21, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

April 21, 2009
Board of Appeal and Equalization 6:30 p.m.

Continued from April 13, 2009
The board reconvened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Supervisors present were Kjome, Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, and Deputy Clerk Leintz.   Also present was Township Assessor Pete Merges and Wright County Assessor Randy DesMarais.  Supervisor White was excused.
Robert Bennett - 215-100-162301 2273 Cameron Ave. SE. 
Merges and DeMarais met with the property owner to evaluate the property on April 15, 2009.  There were two bathrooms and no whirlpool tub instead of three bathrooms and a whirlpool tub.  All other measurements were the same.  After the adjustments, the value went from $333,359 to $329,974, with a reduction of $3,385.  A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the reduction of $3,385.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Lubomira Ireland – 215-035-000280 and 215-035-000270 143 Halsey Ave. SE

Merges and DesMarais viewed the property on April 15, 2008 to evaluate the value and determine which lot the building was located.  It was found the two properties could not be sold separately as there is not the required 20,000 sq. ft. per lot.  Merges proposes to value the two lots as one.  The first 100 ft. will be valued at $1,950.00 per ft. and the remainder will be valued at $1,755.00 per foot.  The garage was in very poor condition and in need of repairs.  The garage was listed on P.I.D. # 215-035-000270 and is in fact located on P.I.D. # 215-035-000280.   P.I.D. # 215-035-00270 from $150,700 to $137,800 and P.I.D. # 215-035-000280 from $164,100 to $165,100.
A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the suggested value reductions of $12,000.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to adjourn at 6:40 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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