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December 1, 2020
Rockford Township

Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes


Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance 

Supervisor Beise called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, Kjome, Clerk McDougall.  Supervisor  Deitering was excused. 
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to adopt the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Minutes
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the November 5, 2020 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Continued Items - None
New Items 
Dirk Foster – Zion Lutheran Church – purchase 3-acres to expand cemetery

The Board reviewed the expansion of the cemetery with the additional 3-acres at the November 5, 2020 meeting and noted a driveway permit will be required with the expansion if the access changes.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the request for the Conditional Use Permit to purchase approximately 3 acres for the cemetery expansion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Glen Kothrade – 1505 20th St. SE – Conditional Use Permit for contractor’s yard

Glen Kothrade was present to request Board approval for a contractor’s yard.  The heavy truck traffic would be traveling from the property west to highway 25 and not on Calder Ave. SE.  There will not be any dumping or spreading of waste and typically, equipment is left at job sites during weight restrictions.  Kothrade will not hall over 5-ton during road restrictions on the Township roads.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the request for a Conditional Use Permit for a contractor’s yard.  Motion carried unanimously.     

Ashley Brown – 4044 Eckert Ave. SE – Conditional Use Permit for 5-lot residential subdivision

Ashley Brown was present to request Board approval for a Conditional Use Permit for a 5-lot subdivision.  The property was previously rezone in 1990 for the subdivision and approved.  The Board noted that driveway permits would need to be applied for.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor McDougall to approve the Conditional Use Permit for the 5-lot subdivision.  Motion carried unanimously.    
MN Teen Challenge – Amendment for County Zoning Ordinance - Conditional Use Permit for Treatment and recovery facility
Rich Scherber and other representatives for MN Adult and Teen Challenge were present to request Board approval and support for the proposed amendment to the County Ordinance adding a definition 155.003 (165A) adding conditional use permit “Treatment and Recovery Facility” under Section 155.048 AG General Agriculture and add Section 155.111 Performance Standards, Title XV, Chapter 155, Land Usage of the County Code of Ordinances.  Representatives addressed concerns about this facility and noted people who have been convicted of sexual crimes would not be allowed.  Representatives noted other locations in the state have had great success and no safety concerns.  

Many Township residents emailed public comments, spoke during public comment to voice their concerns about this type of facility in Ag land, and located at 8150 20th St. SE.  A petition was presented to the Town Board from residents against this facility at this location.  While many residents expressed the good work by MN Adult and Teen Challenge, they were not supportive of the proposed amendment to the County Ordinance.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to not approve the proposed amendment to the County Ordinance.  Motion carried 3 to 1 with Supervisor McDougall opposing.       

Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 7:43 p.m.

_____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

_____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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