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December 20, 2005

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Hafften.  

Agenda: 

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Meeting Minutes: 

· Meeting Minutes from November 30, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to accept the November

30, 2005 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

· Meeting Minutes from December 2, 2005

Supervisor Otto had some concerns about the minutes in general and the motion that was passed at a previous meeting, to conduct a work session to discuss the Paving Option #4, for Halsey Ave. SE to not include side streets.  Otto informed the board that the meeting was a work session for the motion that was passed, but felt that the meeting might be in violation of the motion since sides streets were discussed in the work session.  

Supervisor Otto had concerns that the LHB Engineering was in the process of doing the plans and specs for Halsey Ave. and the side streets.  Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that he spoke with the engineering firm and informed them to focus on the Halsey Ave. until further notice.  

Supervisor Daluge questioned the Clerk on how the meeting was posted.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that the meeting was posted as a Halsey Work Session.  Clerk McDougall also informed the board that LHB Engineering was waiting to do plans and specs until the Board passes the resolution to do so.  

Supervisor Daluge suggested that the meeting minutes should be available to the residents and on record that there was a work session for Halsey Ave.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to approve the Halsey work session meeting minutes from December 2, 2005 as printed.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.

· Meeting Minutes from December 6, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the meeting minutes from December 6, 2005 with the change.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

Supervisor Otto informed the board that he did not receive the information in his meeting packet by fax as the clerk was instructed to do for all information.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that the meeting packet for Supervisor Otto was faxed to Otto but that it would not go through and that the fax machine reads out, the fax memory is full which is not the Townships fax memory.    

Changes to the December 6, 2005 Meeting Minutes

Chair Beise asked if developers can, they fill dirt in by the river for developments.  Salkowski said the plans assume that some of it will be filled in the backwater areas, but the flood plain of the river has higher restrictions.  

Maintenance Crew


Part Time snowplow operator – 

Crew Hafften questioned the board if they had made a decision of whom they were going to hire for a part time fill in.  The board reviewed the two applications that were filled out and suggested only one applicant had the proper license to operate the township equipment.  

The board agreed that the rate of pay would be the same as the other part time crew employee Henry Aslakson.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to hire applicant Joel Kjome as a part time worker for the Rockford Township.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to have the new part time employee pass a drug test and be added to the township drug pool, since the part time employee had no objections to the test.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Crew Hafften questioned the board if the new employee would be able to train the next time it snows 2-4 inches.  The board agreed to have the employee train to get to know the routes and equipment.  

Supervisor Daluge questioned the rough roads.  Crew Hafften informed the board the township does not have the salt that the other entities use since the township does not yet have a salt shed.   Crew Hafften informed the board that he would be cutting ice off the roads on Wednesday December 21, 2005.  

 Supervisor Eckblad questioned Crew Hafften if the 529 Halsey Drainage has been completed.  Crew Hafften informed the board that the majority of the work has been completed.  

Continued Items: 

   Land Plan Discussion –

Supervisor Otto referred to the letter sent from the County on December 6, 2005.  The county asked the township to forward their input by December 30, 2005.  Supervisor Otto felt that the board should work on a land plan to submit to the county.

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that Paul Arstad would be willing to represent the township about the Land Plan information that was presented at the 2005 Annual Township Meeting.    


The board discussed setting a meeting to work on the Land Plan.

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to have a meeting January 10, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. for discussion on Land Plan suggestions to be given to the County.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

       Township 2006 Annual Election – Ballot Questions – 

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to move that the Town Board approve the questions shown on the document entitled “Town Question Ballot” to be submitted for March 2006 elections, provided by the attorney with his correspondence dated December 6, 2005 and that the Town Clerk be instructed to take all necessary steps to have these questions placed on the ballot.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor McDougall asked the board for their input on what should be placed in the newsletter about the ballot questions. 

New Agenda Items:

City of Rockford Comprehensive Plan decision and Annexation Agreement – 

Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that the City of Rockford previously asked the township to come up with a proposed annexation agreement.  The board discussed setting a meeting to discuss a possible agreement.  Supervisor McDougall suggested a new annexation agreement pattered after the City of Buffalo Agreement.  The board agreed that a meeting for a work session on this item be set.   

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to continue the City of Rockford Comprehensive Plan decision and Annexation Agreement to the January 10, 2006 meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Resolution #2005 – 12.1 Ordering Plans and Specs for Halsey Paving Project – 

The board discussed the options for side streets and scaling the project down to only Halsey Ave. SE.  Supervisor Otto had concerns that the township was wasting money since the plans had been prepared in the past.  Supervisor McDougall did not want to discount the residents on 9th St., that had concerns and it seemed that the majority of resident wanted 9th St. SE Paved.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to only improve Halsey Ave and remove construction on all side streets.  Motion carried 3 to 2.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisors Otto and McDougall.  Supervisor McDougall opposed and felt that the township should evaluate the side streets.

Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that the residents would not want to go ahead with the project if the assessments were over $5,000.00.  Supervisor Otto felt that the township should get the opinion of the township attorney about the process of public hearing and how assessments would work.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board that it would be cost effective to use the Minnesota Association of Townships Attorney since there is not a cost to the township.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to get the opinion of the Township Attorney Peter Tiede and not the Association.  Motion carried 3 to 2.  In Favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, Daluge and Otto.  Opposed:  Supervisors Beise and McDougall.  

This item was continued to the next regular meeting. 

   Township Posting Sites – 

Supervisor Daluge read the email that was sent to the Clerk regarding the township posting sites.  The township attorney suggested that the township could pass a new motion clarifying the official posting sites.   

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to have the official posting sites in the front of the Town Hall in the window or the bulletin board and the website www.rockfordtownship.com that is maintained in the town office.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  

    Resolution #2005- 12 To Exempt Local Elections from HAVA Requirements – 

Supervisor Otto A resident questioned the Clerk for an update on the HAVA requirements.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board of the cost programming and possible cost of the equipment.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that the Resolution would allow townships that have a low voter turnout not to follow the HAVA requirements.   

Public Comment – None

Supervisors

Supervisor Otto – 

Supervisor Otto questioned the clerk about the speaker system quotes.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that she has received one quote and is waiting for the other quote, which was suppose to be in this week.  

Supervisor Otto questioned the ability of the clerk to follow through on motions that are made at township meetings.  Clerk McDougall questioned which motions Otto was referring to and Otto informed the clerk that he did not have the specific motions at this time but he would bring them up later.  

Supervisor Otto informed the Clerk that Supervisor McDougall should not be speaking for her about the HAVA requirements and that it is part of her job to inform the board.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that they have received all HAVA information in the past and that has all the updates needed.  

Supervisor Otto questioned why Clerk McDougall would make a check out to the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition since the Township is not currently a member.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that January 26, 2005 the township did pay $250.00 for this coalition and in May 2005, the board did not sign the Joint Powers Agreement for the coalition.  Clerk McDougall informed the board she was following the same procedure as previously when this invoice came in and it was up to the board if they would sign this claim or not.  Supervisor McDougall questioned if the Township would be members since the fee was paid but the agreement was not signed.  Supervisor Otto informed the board that there was not a voting member from the township or an alternate voting member assigned to this coalition.        

Supervisor Daluge –

Supervisor Daluge informed the board that some residents have been plowing across township roads and that letters should be sent to the residents in question since this is a state law.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that the township has done letters in the past regarding plow across and residents do not seem concerned with correcting the problem.  Supervisor Daluge will give the Clerk some addresses to send letters to and try to fix the problem.  

Supervisor McDougall – 

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that Buffalo Township did agree to the four way stop at Carling Ave. and E. Division and Rockford township crew will install the signs and bill Buffalo Township for 2 stop signs,  2 stop ahead signs with posts. 

Supervisor McDougall informed the board about a previous concern with residents concerns, with neighbors shooting guns.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the residents are instructed to call 911 for these concerns.

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that she did attend the Hanover meeting and it was a good presentation and seemed to be patterned after Vision Seminars. 

Supervisor Eckblad –

Supervisor Eckblad also attended the Hanover meeting and felt it was a good meeting like a 1-0-1  101 Planning and Zoning seminar.  

Supervisor Eckblad presented his drafts for the proposed changes for Rockford Township Blacktop Road Standards, Rockford Township Driveway Access Policy and the MN Department of Labor and Industry minimum rates that contractors must pay on State funded projects.  Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that he would have LHB engineering review these drafts.  The board will review these and discuss at a future meeting.  

Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that he also was putting a checklist together for the township road inspections to be included in the blacktop standards.  

Supervisor Otto questioned the cost of having the township engineer looking at these road projects and questioned if there was someone cheaper to be reviewing the work such as a lower paid employee at LHB since Tim Korby is one of the higher paid engineers at LHB.    

Supervisor Beise – None

Clerk –

Clerk McDougall informed the board that she has hired a new Deputy Clerk with 16 years experience as a City Clerk, Chairperson on a Planning and Zoning Board and has 4-year degree for Municipal Clerk from the University of Minnesota. 

Supervisor McDougall suggested designating someone to review the Feldman property after 20 days so the Township can follow the steps for the Operation Clean-Up. Supervisor Daluge will be the designated person to review this property after 20 days to see if the resident is in compliance.   

Funds Report – NONE

Review of Bills –

Supervisor Otto informed the board that he would like something written down on employee timecards when an employee takes a day off with out pay.  

Supervisor Otto questioned the invoice from the City of Rockford.  Supervisor Daluge informed Otto that it was for water usage for dust control.  

Supervisor Otto informed the board that the invoices are too high for the Township engineer and suggested a lower cost engineer.  

Supervisor Otto questioned the charge on the Wright Hennepin Electric invoice for a .34 donation that is on the monthly statements.  Otto informed the board that this charge could be removed if they chose to.  

Supervisor Otto questioned if the LHB would be sending a correspondence for Derek Excavating from the Gabler Ravine Project, to close the contract out.      

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to pay claim # 12649 to # 12669 for $25,140.96.  To not pay check #13134 for $250.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   

A Motion by Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to adjourn at 9:20 PM.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date:________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk / Treasurer)
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