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December 20, 2016
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, Deitering, Kjome, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften.  
Agenda
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the agenda with the revision of order of items to address.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the December 6, 2016 regular meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Maintenance Crew 
Crew Hafften discussed vehicles parked on roads.  The Board discussed the current ordinance parking on Township roads and vehicles may be towed.  The Clerk will send the Sheriff’s Office the ordinance for parking on roads so they can enforce towing of vehicles so roads can be maintained properly.
Hafften informed the Board of an accident with the plow and a car.  There were no injuries and a police report and pictures were taken.  All information was turned over to the Township insurance.    

Continued Items 
2017 Wages for full time employees

Supervisor Deitering did some wage comparisons with Wright County and State workers.  The Township is keeping up with the States wages for their equipment/maintenance workers.    The Board discussed cost of living, which is low this year.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve a $.25 per hour increase for full time employees effective January 1, 2017.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Wright County amendments to modify Section 155.003 to require setbacks for services not in public right-of-way and exempt County and Township structures and facilities from Conditional Use Permitting
The Board received clarification about the suggested amendments and did not need to discuss this further.  

Public Comment – None
New Agenda Items 
December 20, 2016 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the December 20, 2016 Planning Commission recommendations as presented. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A.B.A.T.E. of MN – Liquor License approval for insurance purposes only (there will be no selling)

Jim Kosse from A.B.A.T.E. of MN was present to request Board approval for a liquor license.  There will be no sales of alcohol during their hall rental but their insurance company requires the license since alcohol will be served.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the liquor license for A.B.A.T.E. of MN for insurance purposes only.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

Consideration of a road vacation and a road dedication acceptance (River Hills 1st Addition – 27th St. SE) – Dennis Swanson 

Property owner Dennis Swanson presented the Board with the application for dedicating land for a Town road.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve Resolution 2016.3 Accepting Dedication Of Land For A Town Board.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

Chairperson Dennis Beise opened the hearing at 7:15 p.m. for purpose of considering and acting upon a petition received for vacating a portion of the Town Road.  There were no comments.   A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to close the hearing at 7:16p.m.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve Resolution 2016.4 Vacating A Town Road.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the order for vacating the Town road.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
The Clerk will file the documents at the County Auditor’s office for recording the land swap.  
Set Date for Board of Audit

The Town Board will have their Board of Audit meeting on January 17, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.
Briarwood Agreement - Grant Paving Project 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the agreement with Wright County Highway Department for the Briarwood Ave. SE Paving Project.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Supervisor Kjome – None
Supervisor Deitering – None
Supervisor McDougall – Discussed the letter from a former resident regarding compensation for 20 years of cemetery upkeep.  The Clerk was unable to find any contract for compensation or any Town Board motions pertaining to such compensation.  Supervisor McDougall noted this cemetery was currently owned by Crawford Lake Methodist Church, which is not a public cemetery.  Clerk McDougall will send a letter to the former resident informing them of the findings.  
Supervisor Eckblad – None
Supervisor Beise – Discussed plowing in the Industrial Park.  The Board will assess the need of an additional equipment and snowplow driver at their Board of Audit meeting.    
Clerk McDougall – None
Funds Report – Through November 30, 2016
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the Funds Report through November 30, 2016.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Review of Bills 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to pay 2016 claim #970 to #992 in the amount of $17,063.35 including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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