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LAND USE PLAN WORK SESSION

December 26, 2006

The informal meeting began at 7:00 p.m. Those present were: Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall and Otto, Deputy Clerk Leintz, Ken Felger, Rich Otto, Stan Vanderkooi and Leander Wetter.
The following are comments made by the persons attending:

We need a realistic plan to submit to Wright County showing that the cities need room to grow, but that Rockford Township needs to retain enough land for a tax base to be able to provide services for the property owners, and Rockford Township would end up with only 15 sections if the cities are allowed to annex what they propose.

We need to define a commercial/light industrial area along Highway 55.

The supervisors presented a map that defined different areas. Current sewer and water capacity is shown in Phase 1 and 2. They felt that the transition area should be reduced to the area that could presently be served with water and sewer. We need to identify units/acres and must comply with future urban density and expansion.

We need to convince Wright County to create a sub-district out of the NE Quadrant rather than treating the whole county equally. The rules that apply to the western townships in the county are not appropriate for townships bordering Hennepin County.

It was stated that Buffalo, Monticello and Rockford Townships desire to have an additional classification of 1 per 20 or 2 per 40. Rockford Township would like to see 4 classifications: 1 per 20 or 2 per 40, agriculture; 1 per 10, rural residential (green area); 1 per 2.5-10, urban expansion area; and higher density in a transition area, with an annexation agreement.

The green area on the map has a county road system and has soil problems. The dark green area is in a flood plain and can probably support only 1 per 40.

We have to be credible and unified with the cities.

Rockford Township has not caused Wright County big burdens, and our population has not increased significantly.

It was the consensus of those present that Wright County wants open land around the 3 cities so urban development can come out.

We need to counter the sprawl argument and protect our sensitive areas.

We need a commitment to back our residents if we adopt this plan. This will be a 15 to 20 year plan.

Mr. Vanderkooi, an ag teacher in Wright County, presented statistics showing there is no future for farming in Rockford Township because a farmer cannot make a living here.

Two commercial/light industrial areas were identified: one butting up against the City of Rockford’s commercial/light industrial area, and the other in the Highway 55 and County Road 14 area.

The final land use map will be adopted at the January 16 Board Meeting. The Board is requesting a meeting with Jack Russek of January 3 at 7:00 p.m. or January 4 at 5:00 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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