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December 5, 2006           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Vice-Chair Eckblad called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall and Otto, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften.
Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the agenda with the change of item number six to be moved under number three and the meeting minutes from October 24, 2006 and November 20, 2006 will be on the next agenda. Motion carried three to one.  In favor:  Supervisor Eckblad, McDougall and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.
Meeting Minutes: 

Meeting Minutes from November 21, 2006

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the November 21, 2006 Board meeting minutes.  Supervisor Deitering amended the motion to include the one change under maintenance crew.  Supervisor McDougall seconded the amendment. Amendment to the motion carried three to one. In favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  Motion carried three to one.  In favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.    
· Meeting Minute additions for November 21, 2006

Crew Schlagel was present with maintenance concerns. He proposed a 50’ outside pad for the proposed salt shed. No action was taken.  The board was supportive of this change.
Meeting Minutes from November 27, 2006
Supervisor Otto stated that the minutes from the 27th were so far off and that he would not make any corrections and or additions.  Otto stated he would not do the clerks job.  Otto also suggested that there needs to be a better public record than what was in the minutes since they will become very important in the land use plan.   Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the meeting on the 27th was not a public hearing and that the boards’ responsibility is to make suggested changes and or corrections.  There were some corrections and additions noted by Supervisor McDougall and Eckblad.
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to continued the November 27, 2006 meeting minutes to December 19, 2006 meeting.  Motion carried three to one. In favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.    
Maintenance Crew:  


Crew Hafften informed the board the new plow with the Hustin hitch and the hydro turn with the hydraulic tilt won’t work together, so the Board recommended going with the new style hitch.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Hafften informed the board of the damaged stop signs on Halsey. 

Continued Items: None
Land Use Plan


Ken Felger was present to update the board of the meeting held on December 4, 2006 at the county.  There will be another draft map at the next meeting, which will be January 22, 2006.  Felger noted that the red area, which represents the transitional area on the map, has not been reduced.  There was aggregate resource discussion.  Felger felt that the county criticized the township land use map that was prepared by the town board at a work session.  The county suggested to Felger that the township incorporate.  

Supervisor Otto questioned when the town received the letter that was sent to Wright County from the City of Rockford.  Felger stated he dropped a copy off to the clerk on Monday December 4, 2006.  The letter was dated November 28, 2006.  The letter was sent to all surrounding cities, Wright County and SEH.  The town board was not copied or forwarded this letter by the County Commissioner Jack Russek or the City of Rockford.  Supervisor Deitering thought this was disrespectful in not receiving this letter.

Supervisor McDougall felt that presenting a land use plan map suggesting one per five density and commercial/light industrial highway 55 SE that was prepared by the Board would be a problem and what the township does will affect the County.  McDougall stated that the town would not be able to incorporate and should not be butting heads and disrespecting the small property owners.   


Supervisor Otto suggested looking twenty years out not two years and that the town budget will not decrease.  Otto suggested getting the residents to the next public meeting.  


Ken Felger informed the board that he would be stepping away from the being a township representative in the Wright County NE Quadrant Land Use Plan.   The board thanked him for his hard work and Supervisor Otto suggested compensation for attending all the meetings.  Felger informed the board that he did the job out of civic duty and would not accept compensation for participating in the Land Use Planning Process.  


A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering with deep regret the township accepts the resignation of Ken Felger for representing the township in the Wright County NE Quadrant Land Use Plan.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
There has not been a date set for the Public Hearing for the Wright County NE Quadrant with the final draft and land use report.  Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that Tom Salkowski from Wright County Planning and Zoning would meet with the town board if they wanted.  Supervisor Otto recommended Greg Eckblad draft a letter to resident/property owners for the upcoming public hearing, which would also include maps and contacts.    

New Agenda Items: 


Approval of Planning Commission Recommendations for the December 5, 2006 meeting – 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the planning commission recommendations from the December 5, 2006 meeting.  Motion carried three to one.  In favor: Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall and Deitering.  Opposed:  Abstained:  Supervisor Otto was not at the meeting as a board member.

Buffalo Ducks Unlimited – Gambling Permit for Feb. 22, 2007 Hall Use

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to approve the Buffalo Ducks Unlimited Gambling permit for Feb. 22, 2007 Hall Use.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Developer’s Agreements – 


Supervisor McDougall suggested the board work on a developer’s agreement for future development.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to authorize Supervisor McDougall to work with the township attorney to get a draft developers agreement.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Supervisor McDougall suggested a workshop for the developer’s agreement before bringing it to the township attorney.  Date for a work session will be made at a later date.    


Right-Of-Way Ordinance – 

Supervisor McDougall suggested the board work on an ordinance regulating the public right-of-way and providing issuance and administration of right-of-way permits. Supervisor McDougall suggested having the township attorney review the ordinance that was prepared by a former township attorney or see if the town attorney has another ordinance the township should work from.  .  

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to have the clerk send the ordinance to the attorney if he requests it.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
Public Comment: A resident requested that the township needs to get a sound system.  
Supervisors

Supervisor Otto – Supervisor Otto felt residents seem to take the township as nothing until a hot topic comes up.  Otto suggested residents need to be more informed and attend meetings.  
Supervisor Deitering – Deitering asked for board approval to move ahead with salt shed plans with Jed Larson from Larson and Associates.  Deitering suggested getting a draft sketch together to bring to Larson for plans and specs.  Deitering will inform Eckblad when he meets with Larson to work on the salt shed plans.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to approve Deitering to work with Jed Larson for the salt shed plans and specs.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Deitering informed the board that he would work on getting more information on the sound system for the next meeting.

Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall informed the board that another newsletter would be coming out with the new recycling schedule.  McDougall suggested that the board work on ideas to add to the newsletter regarding the land use plan by the next meeting. 
Supervisor Eckblad – None
Clerk - None
Funds Report: None

 Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and second by Deitering to pay claim #13824 through claim #13850, in the amount of $17,712.09, including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

Adjournment

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Greg Eckblad (Vice-Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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