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Approved
December 6, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Daluge, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Schlagel.  
Agenda: 
Supervisor Otto questioned why item number 11 was placed on the agenda after the Wednesday deadline.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that she did not complete the agenda until Friday since she was out of work. 

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to accept the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes: 
· Meeting Minutes from October 17, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Beise to approve the October 17, 2005 meeting minutes with the corrections.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Corrections and additions of October 17, 2005 Meeting Minutes 
Commissioner Russek feels better higher density close to the cities is a better use of land than three houses per acre.   
Bringing in fill is regulated by the appropriate water regulatory authority.
Chair Beise asked if developers can, they fill dirt in by the river for developments.  Salkowski said the plans assume that some of it will be filled in the backwater areas, but the flood plain of the river has higher restrictions.  
Otto thinks that we should follow the plan or have the county might as well put on a moratorium.  

· Meeting Minutes from November 15, 2005
Supervisor Otto noted that the County response form for Westford Meadows was filled out incorrectly since it stated on the form that the Permit would need to be renewed in one year.  At the previous meeting November 15, 2005 Gunnarson stated he would not need to renew the Conditional Permit in one year and that the mining would be reduced for the amount taken out for the pond.   
Supervisor Otto questioned why Supervisor McDougall voted for the Clerk’s increase since meeting minutes from May 17, 2005, Supervisor McDougall stated”she does not vote on items related to the Clerk/Treasurer.”  

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that she is not a blood relative of Clerk McDougall and does not benefit from the Clerk getting an increase.  Supervisor McDougall felt her responsibilities are for the residents of the Township. 
Supervisor Otto felt that the township should find out if it is legal to get rid of one of the websites since there was a motion passed at the April 19, 2005 meeting designating the Township posting sites.  Supervisor McDougall felt that the Minnesota Association of Townships attorney could answer this type of question with no cost to the township.         

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to have the Clerk contact the township attorney about a motion that was passed April 19, 2005 designating the legal posting places and now the township got rid of one website.  Clerk McDougall needs to find out if it is legal to get rid of the one website.  Motion carried 3 to 2.  In Favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, Otto and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisors McDougall and Beise.  
Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to approve the November 15, 2005 meeting minutes with the changes.  Motion carried 4 to 1. In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall and Daluge.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.    
Corrections and additions of November 15, 2005 Meeting Minutes

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to consider Clerk McDougall’s review completed.  After her one year, she has done an acceptable job and to give the clerk an increase of $1.00 per hour to the time of one-year review.  Motion carried 3 to 1 2.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to clarify the $1.00 increase takes effect on the one-year anniversary date of July 7, 2005.  Motion carried 3 to 1 2.  

Some of the board disagreed that this was the engineers fault and that it was such a close timeline from the core samples and the letter of credit expiring.

Supervisor Beise informed Gunnarson that one of the new roads is too high and did not match existing street height.  

Gunnarson stated he would not need to renew the Conditional Permit in one year and that the mining would be reduced for the amount taken out for the pond.      

Supervisor McDougall also noted that comments be noted to the county about reviewing in one year, hauling route to follow south on Darrow Ave. SE to county road 115, 30 mph signs, dust control or moisture if necessary and that all signage cost to be paid for by taken care of from the developer.  
Motion carried 3 to 2.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, McDougall and Eckblad.  Opposed:  Supervisors Otto and Daluge.  

Maintenance Crew
· Crew Schlagel questioned the status of the part time snowplow driver.  Supervisor Otto informed Schlagel that he has not seen any applications yet.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that two applications were turned in for this position and she will be copying them for the Supervisors.  The board will review these applications for the next regular meeting.
· Crew Schlagel informed the board that there will be a training seminar for trenching and excavation on Friday December 9, 2005 and questioned the board if the crew should both attend.  Supervisor Eckblad recommended one crewmember would be sufficient to attend.

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Daluge to have one crew employee attend the trenching and excavating seminar.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

· Crew Schlagel informed the board of an upcoming seminar in April.  The board will decide later if the crew should attend this seminar.  

· Crew Schlagel gave the board an update of the 529 Halsey Drainage project and that Joe Francis will be starting December 7, 2005 and hopes to finish this year.  

· Supervisor Daluge informed Crew Schlagel that Gabler Ave. SE was very slippery and sand and salt needed to be applied.  Crew Schlagel said he would take care of it.  

Continued Items: 
3613 Feldman Ave. SE – Operating business / multiple vehicles - 

Supervisor Daluge was unable to contact the resident.  The board discussed sending another letter and follow the Counties plan to get the property into compliance.  The Clerk will send out another letter, get an affidavit of mailing, and have the Supervisors review the property in 20 days to see what further action needs to be taken.    
6770 28th St. SE Culvert regarding permit and aprons - 
Supervisor Otto contacted the contractor about the old culvert and installation with out a permit and metal aprons.  Supervisor Otto informed the board that he would bring the contractor a driveway permit on Friday Dec. 9, 2005.   

New Agenda Items:

John Vidmar – Conditional Use Permit – Contractors Yard -

John Vidmar requested the board approve the Conditional Use Permit to Operate a Contractors Yard.  Vidmar informed the board that there would be no boulders and there would be (500 yards or less of black dirt and screening). Vidmar informed the board that he has cleaned up the property as suggested by the county to become compliant.  

Supervisor Beise informed the board that he spoke with one of the neighbors and the only problem noted was that Vidmar would move rocks early on Sundays.  Vidmar stated this was quite a while ago but he has not been moving rock lately on Sundays.  There is nothing stating that Vidmar cannot move rock on Sundays.      
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to accept the request for John Vidmar for the Conditional Use Permit to operate a Contractor’s Yard since it appears the resident has cleaned up what needed to be as stated by the county.  Motion carried 4 to 1 with Supervisor Otto abstaining because of a conflict.  

HLB Auditing proposal presentation - 

Mark Gibbs from HLB Tautges Red path presented the board with a proposal to do auditing for the year 2005 for $10,617.00.  Gibbs discussed items in the proposal such as the staff, audit approach, references and previous entities that they have worked with.   
Kaliher, Passolt & Co. Auditing proposal presentation – 
Tom Kaliher from Kaliher, Passolt & Co. presented the board with a proposal to do auditing for the year 2005 for $4,100.00.  Kaliher presented the items in his proposal about the auditing process, the staff support throughout the year, and that the audit could be completed by March 1, 2006.  Kaliher also noted that the GASB 34 was included in the cost of the audit.  
Doug DesMarais – Split 2.7 Acres – Next to Trailer Sales along HWY 55 - 

Doug DeMarais requested the boards’ approval to split 2.7 Acres into 1.35 per piece for a proposed location for a business.  
The board recommended that DeMarais contact Wright County with this request to see if this could be split into 1.35 acres before it is brought to the board.  

Dewey Gunnarson - Letter of Credit Reduction –Westford Meadows -

Matt from Minnesota Development Agency requested the boards’ approval to reduce the letter of credit for the Westford Meadows Development from $235,000.00 to $48,000.00. 
The board informed Matt from Minnesota Development Agency that they have not lowered any other letters of credit with other developers in the past.  The board suggested that the hauling from the pond may do damage to the development. The board recommended that the second asphalt lift not be completed until the hauling is complete.    

The Board also informed the developer that they are responsible for the maintenance of the roads, which includes snowplowing.  The Township will review the roads once the project is completed.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to reduce the letter of credit to $205,000.00.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Daluge, Otto, Beise and Eckblad. Opposed:  Supervisor McDougall.

Clifford Otten – Long Lake Hounds – Review of existing permit -

No complaints were made to the township regarding this Permit for 2005.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Eckblad to accept the renewal for the existing permit for Long Lake Hounds and to review this permit in 2 years.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Keith Dixon – Road Signs - 

Supervisor Beise suggested installing stop signs at Division and Carling Ave. SE because of the potential danger.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by McDougall to install 2 stop and stop ahead signs for the intersection of Division and Carling Ave. SE contingent that Buffalo Township installs 2 signs on the their portion of the roads. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Resolution Contracting For Legislative Lobbying Services to Reform Annexation Laws - 
Supervisor McDougall informed the board that it would be good to support and attend these meetings.  

The Board passed a motion in the past that they would not pay any fees to these types of organizations unless a certain percentage of the meetings were attended by Town Supervisors.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to deny paying the fee for Lobbying Services to Reform Annexation Laws. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Qwest Permit Application to place phone service wire at 1021 20th St. SE - 

Qwest requested the boards’ approval to accept the application for a permit to install a phone service line at 1021 20th St. SE near HWY 25.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to allow Orius Communications to put phone line under 20th St. SE. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Land Plan Discussion - 

Supervisor Otto recommended that the board prepare land plans and then have the Township adopt a plan so it can be presented to Wright County.  Supervisor Otto suggested adding this item to the next regular meeting for discussion.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to move this item to the December 20, 2005 meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Planning and Zoning – 

Supervisor Otto suggested that a Planning Commission meeting needs to be held by the Township Planning Commission.

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to continue this to the first meeting in January 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Driveway Culvert Standards – 

Supervisor Otto informed the board that the Driveway Standards does not indicate a resolution number on the document.  Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that he will work on this document and then present it to the board for approval.  
Supervisor Otto recommended that the township should bill the resident for thawing and cleaning out culverts.  Crew Schlagel informed the board that if the culverts were not cleaned out, it would ruin the roads if the water backs up.  

Township 2006 Annual Election – Ballot Questions
The Board did not receive the ballot questions from the attorney in time for this meeting.  The board will review the questions at the next regular meeting for approval.  
Public Comment – 
Roger Sherman 3088 Gabler Ave. SE informed the board that he has requested that his 40 acres be annexed into the City of Rockford.  
Curt DesMarais informed the board that the City of Hanover would be having a meeting on December 7, 2005 about the Wetter property that was already annexed into the City of Hanover.  DesMarais requested that the board attend this meeting.  
Supervisors
Supervisor Beise – 
Supervisor Beise informed the board that the Pay Equity Meeting for December 8, 2005 needed to be canceled and reschedule later.  

Supervisor Otto recommended that there should be the Merit Base Pay should be included in the posting so the board can discuss it.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board that Merit Base Pay is included in deciding Pay Equity.  The Board will set a meeting date at the first meeting in January 2006.

Supervisor Eckblad –
Supervisor Eckblad recommended that the Black Top Standards need to be adjusted.  Supervisor Eckblad will work on the Standards and contact LHB Engineering for their input.  
The board discussed the road height in the Westford Meadows addition and that something needs to be done such as barricading this until it is fixed.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to notify LHB Engineering so they can contact Minnesota Development Agency about the potential danger with the road height on Davidson Ave. SE.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to authorize the crew to put up proper barricades on Davidson Ave. SE in one week if Minnesota Development Agency has not taken care of misalignment of the road.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor McDougall – 
Supervisor McDougall informed the board that odometer readings need to be written down when turning in mileage for reimbursement.  

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that she is working on another newsletter draft.

Supervisor McDougall presented the board with previous statistics on ballot questions.  

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that if the rest of the board would like changes to the minutes she took, they should forward them to her for their changes and additions.  
Supervisor Daluge – NONE
Supervisor Otto – 

Supervisor Otto informed the board the extension of pavement on 22nd St. turnaround should be 24 feet wide but is only 16 feet wide.  The Board discussed the cul-de-sac on 22nd St. SE turnaround and that the radius is not big enough to turn around a full size pickup.  The board also discussed that needs to be more clarification on temporary cul-de-sac and when they need to be removed.  
Clerk – None
Funds Report –

Supervisor Otto questioned if all the annexation money from the other entities was included in the annexation amount on the funds report.  Clerk McDougall will review the annexation money receipts.  

The board suggested the Clerk invest more money into CDs and Savings accounts.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that the second half of the tax money was just received and she just checked the interest rates this week.  Clerk McDougall will be investing money this week into higher interest accounts.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to approve the funds report through December 6, 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Otto to hire Kaliher, Passolt & Company, LTD to prepare the 2005 audit.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Review of Bills –
Supervisor Otto questioned the invoice from LHB for $14,343.60.  The clerk will get a breakdown of the invoice for the next regular meeting.  

Supervisor Otto questioned the bill to the County.  Clerk McDougall explained the invoice from Wright County was for the recording of the road for the 22nd St. SE turnaround.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to pay claim # 12603 to # 12647 for $69,136.53.  To hold claim number 12620 for $14,343.60 and the Clerks wage increase check until the hours are typed out and reviewed at the next regular meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
A Motion by Beise to adjourn at 9:50 PM.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date:________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk / Treasurer)
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