February 11th 2003

Rockford Township

Public Hearing / Regular Meeting

The February 11th 2003 Public Hearing and Regular Township Meeting took place at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Beise, Walker, McDougall, Kelley and Wetter.  The Pledge to the Flag was recited and the Chair called the Public Hearing for the Farmington Road Improvement Project to order at 7:03 p.m.  

Tim Young, lawyer, and Cara Otto, engineer, were present to share information and answer any questions the Board, or the audience members had.  Mr. Young explained the basics of the Farmington Avenue SE road improvement project from the process of the Public Hearing to how assessments would work and the different types of assessing.  Cara Otto explained the project design, which included a total of 14 inches of gravel, 6 inches which would be salvaged and recycled from the existing material; there would be 24 foot top of road, with 2-foot gravel shoulders.  There would be no additional slope easements needed, and 3-culverts would be replaced.  The construction cost of the project is estimated at $151,650, along with indirect costs such as administrative for a total estimated cost of $190,000.   Ms. Otto explained what parcels would be getting assessed.  Klatt’s parcel is under AG-Preserve so it is not assessable, which leaves Otten’s which would receive 1 for the home place, and 4-for the lake property (2-for existing homes, and 2-additional), Valley View - 2, Van Dorp - 1.  Mr. Young then explained that residents can ask questions, and that they should state their name, and pose their questions to the Board, not to him.   1) Ted Heins: Commented that the price for the road project seemed good, but felt the way the project was being assessed mostly to the whole Township was wrong, and the Board shouldn’t shove anything down the other residents throats.  Mr. Heins thought the way the project would be assessed was not fair.  2) Tamara Otten: Commented it was not the Board’s problem that they she and her siblings have the brunt of the assessments and not to let that get in the way of their (Boards) decision to move forward with the project, and she would not hold the Board in a bad light for whatever decision they make.  She was for the project and her family would move forward with their decisions regarding any land split plans with or without the road project.  Tamara also felt something desperately needed to be done with the road whether or not the project goes forward.  3) Jim Heberling: Commented that the Board was taking the right approach and everything seemed to be handled well, and by moving forward with the project helps improve the Township.  With no more comments, the Chair closed the Public Hearing at 7:32 p.m.  Mr. Young instructed the Board that their next step was to adopt a resolution ordering improvement, directing preparation of plans and specifications and directing notice to bidders for Farmington Avenue SE.  The Chair asked for comments from the Board.  Supervisor Walker: Concerned that moving forward with the project would force development, due to the brunt of the assessments falling onto the Ottens.  Supervisor Wetter: Agreed with Walker and also felt that assessments should be on existing buildings, not potential development.  Supervisor Beise:  Felt that Farmington needed improvement, and the Board should move forward.  (Tamara Otten advised the Board to move forward and not to let her assessment problem interfere with making a decision that would benefit the whole Township.)  Supervisor Kelley:  Thanked Tamara Otten for being so understanding.  Supervisor McDougall:  Felt the Board should move forward with the Farmington project because it is getting harder to maintain the road, and it is a major busy collector road in the Township.  Supervisor 
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Kelley:  Thought a letter could be written to ask if the Klatt’s would be interested in “sharing” the burden of the road assessments.  The rest of the Board did not really 

comment on this suggestion.  Mr. Young said it would be really hard to collect if the residents backed out, do to the “volunteering” to pay.  Mr. Young did explain bonds for financing and deferring assessments.  In deferring assessments, Mr. Young said it should be all of the assessments or none.  It was not a good idea to try and defer partial assessments as in the Otten’s case.  Mr. Young also discussed “Green Acres” and assessing.  Green Acres can be deferred for 30 –years, and after that the owner would never have to pay the assessments.  The Chair asked for any more comments, and then inquired from Mr. Young the next step.  Mr. Young informed the Board they need to make a motion to adopt the resolution ordering the improvement and that a 2/3’s majority (4-1) was needed to pass the resolution.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to adopt the Resolution ordering improvement, directing preparation of plans and specifications, and directing notice to bidders for Farmington Avenue SE.  Voting in favor Beise, Kelley, McDougall, opposed Wetter and Walker, motion failed.  The Chair asked for the reasons that Wetter and Walker voted against the project.  Walker felt that there could be other roads the Board should look at that would be less complicated unlike Farmington that has AG-Preserve, Green Acres, and most of the assessments falling onto 1-family.  Wetter agreed with Walker and also felt concerned that the assessments included parcels with no existing buildings.  Supervisor McDougall felt the road really needed to be paved in the interest of Public safety, and stated if assessments were a problem the Township could pave the road out of the R/B fund with no assessments like Buffalo Township does.  This however would deplete the R/B fund.  Supervisor Kelley also thought the road needed to be paved and was wondering why the Board as a whole appeared to have unanimous support for the project all along until it came to voting the project forward at this meeting, and 2-Supervisors voted against it, when money and time could have been saved before this point.  Supervisor Beise felt that if this project was voted down that it would probably happen again to the next project, and that this project should move forward.  Mr. Young told the Board that it is highly unusual to have residential and Board support, then have the project voted down.  He mentioned an ulterior method alternate way that only needed 3-votes to pass, but that it would need new publishing and a proper petition be prepared and resigned.  Supervisor Walker thought that there were some questions regarding the signing of the original petition and assessments.  Supervisor Kelley informed Supervisor Walker that she inquired from Tamara Otten at a previous meeting, about how the petition was explained presented to her when she signed it, and did she realize that the changed zoning would affect that it was the rezoning of the property after signing that changed the assessments.  Supervisor McDougall reaffirmed that Farmington was still considered a high priority road, with heavy traffic, and that the signatures on the petition were fine.  After this discussion, there was a motion by Walker (per Attorney instructions that the prevailing side needed to make the motion to reconsider the adopting of the Resolution) second Kelley to reconsider the project resolution.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by Walker second Wetter to adopt the Resolution Ordering Improvement, Directing Preparation Of Plans and Specifications, and directing Notice to Bidders for (T-253) Farmington Avenue SE.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Supervisor Wetter commented that the Board should sit down and discuss more criteria for selecting road paving projects 
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especially when it came to assessing on parcels that have no existing buildings.

 

The Chair called the regular meeting to order at 8:17 p.m. and asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  There were no changes, and the Board adopted the agenda as printed.  The minutes from the January 28th 2003 regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Supervisor Wetter commented that on page 2 under Thomas Balanger should read that the Township would take over the road if up to 9-ton standards. Motion by Wetter second Kelley to accept the January 28th 2003 minutes with the addition.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items: No continued items.

New Agenda Items

Buffalo Bituminous – CUP for VanLith pit on 30th Street, extending the permit for another 3-years.  The Buffalo Bituminous representative brought a map of the pit that showed where the mining would go and how far down, along with the restoration of the land.  Before the pit starts in the spring Buffalo Bituminous will gravel 30th street from the pit to County Road 14, and keep it dust controlled.  There should be no out of pocket expense to the Township in regards to the road, if there is any cost there needs to be a bill sent to Buffalo Bituminous for reimbursement.  The estimated yards taken from the pit so far was approximately 200,000, the permit was for 300,000 yards.  The Board suggested that maybe there should be a yearly extension of the permit (CUP).  The Board inquired about the construction that will happen on County Road 14. Buffalo Bituminous will not run trucks if they cannot access 30th Street onto County Road 14.  The permit does not allow them to go any other way.   Motion by McDougall second Walker to continue this item to the next meeting (2/25/03) and have 3 or more Supervisors attend the County Hearing on 2/20/03 regarding Buffalo Bituminous’ permit.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Jim Grieg was present to get approval from the Board for a CUP to move a house onto their property.  There is an old building that is sitting on the property now that they want to replace with a 2-bedroom rambler house.  The rambler is up to building codes.  The Board inquired about pictures of the house, the Griegs’ did not have any pictures with them.  The Board said they would continued this item to the 2/25/03 meeting so the Griegs’ could bring back pictures.

Attorneys:  The Board wanted to discuss obtaining a Township Attorney.  Kelley and Walker will call and get written proposals from different attorneys.  This item will be continued to the 2/25/03 meeting.

Pest Control – Supervisor Wetter handed out a proposal for pest control from Adams Pest Control.  Adams will come out quarterly for $70 per quarter and spray for spiders, ants, mice, and other pests.  They treat the inside of the building and will treat around the outside of the building in spring.  If for any reason the treatment does not work, they will come out at no charge to take care of the problem.  Motion by Walker second Kelley to hire Adams Pest Control to treat the hall quarterly as long as the shop is included in the contract price.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

No Public Comments.
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Matt:  Nothing to report.

Pam:  Informed the Board about the Urban Township seminar she attended.  Felt it was really a good course.  Told the Board that she would like to attend a course in Medina about wastewater education that was on February 20th.  Pam also informed the Board that in order to get any FEMA money in the future, there had to be a Hazard mitigation plan in place.  She will check with the County on this.

Leander:  Nothing to report.

Karen:  Lobby day is February 27th along with Highway 55 Coalition meeting at the Capital the same day.

Dennis:  Reminded the Board about the Hanover meeting at the hall on February 19th at 6:30 p.m.

Clerk:  Told the Board that the Board of Review meeting was set for April 9th 2003, 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Informed the Board that they needed to adopt a resolution to participate in the Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) insurance and bond trust.  Motion by Wetter second Walker to adopt the Resolution to Participate in the Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance and Bond Trust.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  The Clerk informed the board about needing the Election Judge list approved.  Motion by Kelley second Wetter to approve the Election Judge list.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Motion by Wetter second Kelley to approve payments from 2/1/03 through 2/11/03 totaling $12,817.29 paid by checks #11005 through #11036.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by Wetter second by Kelley to approve the funds report totaling $339,855.42 minus dedicated reserve funds at the end of January 31st 2003.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Funds are located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m.

Chair
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