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February 17, 2009
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Kjome, McDougall, Eckblad, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften.  
Agenda 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to approve the February 3, 2009 regular meeting minutes as printed.   Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Maintenance Crew – None
Continued Items – Board of Audit Information Packet
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the Board of Audit annual meeting packet for 2009.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Public Comment - None
New Agenda Items 

February 17, 2009 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to approve the February 17, 2009 Planning Commission recommendations as presented. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Kandiyohi Waste Energy Plant

Michael Krause was present to request approval for a personal property tax exemption on equipment for the plant.    
Krause explained briefly to the board and the citizens what this energy plant would involve.  The plant would be a clean wood waste energy burning plant that could potentially create enough energy for 18,000 homes.  The plant would be using approximately 300 gallons of water per minute, but is unsure of the water issues until testing is completed.  There may need to be a variance for the height of the building for an additional 3-5 feet.  The plant would create approximately 100 temporary construction jobs and 20 permanent full time jobs to run the facility.    
Many citizens commented on the tax exemption and felt the tax exemption should not be granted for this energy plant.  Supervisor McDougall noted that the Great River Energy Plant does not receive a tax exemption for their facility.  The board also had many questions about the proposed energy plant and suggested that there should be a presentation of the details for this proposed facility before a tax exemption is granted.  Krause stated that an exemption would be requested from Wright County and the School district before money is spent on the engineering of this project.

Approximately 40 citizens were present at this meeting; however, this was presented to the board as a request for a personal property tax exemption and not a public hearing.

A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Eckblad to not grant a personal property tax exemption for the Kandiyohi wood waste burning energy plant.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
Supervisors

Supervisor Kjome – Supervisor Kjome discussed the shop catwalk and if the board was thinking of rebuilding or tearing it down.  Supervisor Beise informed the board the county informed him that the catwalk would have to be built with steel or treated lumber.
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to tear down the catwalk and have the electrical moved by Husom electric.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall informed the board of the upcoming township officer meeting on February 24, 2009.  
Supervisor Eckblad – Supervisor Eckblad commented on an upcoming local food drive at St. Francis Church in Buffalo. 
Supervisor Beise – Supervisor Beise informed the Board about the upcoming Fire Board meetings with the City of Delano on February 25, 2009 and the City of Rockford February 18, 2009.
Clerk McDougall – Clerk McDougall informed the Board the 5-year Orderly Annexation Agreement with the City of Buffalo will be ending the April 2009.
Funds Report – A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to approve the Funds Report from January 1, 2009 through January 31, 2009.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to pay claim #15330 through claim #15351, in the amount of $14,472.61, including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Kjome to adjourn at 8:33 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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