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February 20, 2007           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, Deitering, Otto and McDougall, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften. 

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda adding the meeting minutes from January 25, 2007. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes: 

January 16, 2007 meeting minutes
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve January 16, 2007 minutes with the corrections. Motion carried 3 to 2.  In favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall and Deitering.  Abstained:  Supervisors Otto and Beise were not present at this meeting.   
Corrections -January 16, 2007 minutes 

· Blue-Purple- Light Industrial

· Orange- Residential Large Lot(1:5)
Supervisor Deitering informed the board that he spoke with Tim Korby from LHB about the billing itemizations and Korby informed him that the billing could be itemized how the township wants in the future.
Chair Beise gaveled Supervisor Otto for chewing tobacco during the meeting since the township is a tobacco free facility.  Otto stated he was not smoking and he could chew since he was not spitting.  

January 25, 2007 meeting minutes
Supervisor Otto questioned if the board had given pay increases to employees at the evaluation meeting. Otto questioned why the meeting minutes did not explain what happened at the employee evaluation meeting.  

Supervisor McDougall explained that the minutes give a summary that a meeting was held to evaluate employees.  

Supervisor Beise informed Otto that evaluations are in the employee files.  

Supervisor Eckblad explained that the evaluations are to review and discuss an employee’s work performance.  

Supervisor Deitering informed Otto that he should have attended the employee evaluation meeting to know what went on during the meeting.  

Supervisor Otto moved that employee evaluation discussion be an item on the next agenda.  Motion died due to a lack of a second.  
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve January 25, 2007 minutes as printed. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto stated they were a poor set of minutes.  
February 6, 2007 meeting minutes
Supervisor Otto noted he wanted more information in the meeting minutes under the land use plan update.  Supervisor Otto questioned the lack of minutes under the board of audit item.  Clerk McDougall informed Otto that a set of meeting minutes would be completed when the board of audit was complete.  
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve February 6, 2007 minutes.  Motion carried 4 to 1. In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  
Maintenance Crew


Crew Hafften was present but had no maintenance concerns.

Continued Items 

Right-of-Way Changes at TH55, CSAH 14 and 10th Street SE Intersection

Wright County requested that the township vacate a road that would include leaving the easements for utilities currently buried in the roadbed.  The board discussed waiting until the county has this issued settled with property owners Peter and Pamela Kelley.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Otto to decline to vacate the property in question at this time. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Plow Across

Supervisor Deitering stated that property owners who plow across roadways should be sent a letter from the township and if the plow across occurs a second time the township should report it to local authorities.  
Board of Audit

Supervisor Deitering informed the board that the auditor stated the town board could put the annexation compensation into a designated fund rather than into road/bridge and the general funds.  The clerk will make a note on the treasurer report for annexation compensation money.  No fund was set up at this time for the annexation compensation.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve the 2007 Annual Township Meeting Packet with the changes. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto did not want to vote for the proposed increases in the 2007 annual meeting packet.  
· See attached 2007 annual meeting packet.
Land Use Plan


Supervisor McDougall met with Tom Salkowski on February 22, 2007 about land use planning for Rockford Township.  McDougall presented a map to the board and asked for the boards opinions on three areas of the township.  


#1 Industrial Area - North & West the lower section in the triangle is too close to the lake, industrial development cannot be within 1,000 feet of a lake.  There is only a small opportunity in the middle of the remaining area that might support this type of zoning.  The North part contains roadside and wetland.  The town board should consider not having this section available for light industrial. 

#2 Industrial Area – South & East. The small triangle section we changed to purple probably would be better left green, it is totally wetland and would serve no purpose to be industrial.  Tom suggested the township change it to green.


#3 Area Lake Charlotte – West of Lake Charlotte to keep this area orange that is one per 20 40.  


A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to present the third draft plan dated 1/16/07 for consideration by SEH task force with option to rename area one and two as Rural Residential 1:10 (green) and keep area 3 Rural AG 1:20 40 (orange).  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor: Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, Deitering, and Otto.  Opposed:  Supervisor McDougall did not agree with the land use plan map.  
· See attached map

The next Land Use Plan meeting will be on Monday February 26, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at Wright County Government Center.  Supervisors McDougall and Eckblad will present map draft three-dated January 16, 2007 at the land use meeting.  The hearing date has not been set for the final Wright County Northeast Quadrant Land Use Plan.  Residents will be notified when a date is set.   
New Agenda Items 

Planning Commission Recommendations

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the recommendations made by the Planning Commission on February 6, 2007. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Abstained: Supervisor Otto because he was not present at that meeting.  
Dust Control Bids (advertisement)
Supervisor Otto questioned the amount of dust control being advertised and thought the gallons should be lower.  Supervisor McDougall stated the ad states “more or less” and the township only pays for what is used.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the bid advertisement for 132,000 gallons more or less of dust control product.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed: Supervisor Otto because he disputed the amount of dust control being advertised.    
MCIT Drug & Alcohol Participation Agreement
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Otto to approve the 2007 amendment for the Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust change in drug testing rates.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.      
Public Comment: None
Supervisors

Supervisor Otto – Otto would like to see a set of meeting minutes from the meeting the town board had with the City of Buffalo.  He was informed this was a City of Buffalo meeting so he should be able to obtain them from the City of Buffalo.  
Supervisor Deitering – Deitering discussed Wright County process should remain the same when property owners are in violation of junk vehicles on their properties.  
Supervisor McDougall – McDougall discussed capital day coming up.  Notices will be sent out with more information.
Supervisor Eckblad – Eckblad discussed having soil tested in the township when the mining areas are being restored.  
Supervisor Beise – None
Clerk- Clerk McDougall informed the board the superintendent of Rockford schools would like to meet with the surrounding entities to discuss commonalities and the Highway 55 corridor.  Board members should contact the clerk if they are interested.   
Funds Report- through February 20, 2007 
A motion was made by McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the funds report through February 20, 2007. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to pay claim #13967 through claim #13996, in the amount of $97,598.51, including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 10:20 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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