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January 16, 2007           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Vice-Chair Eckblad called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall, and Otto, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften. Supervisor Beise was excused.

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda as printed. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the January 2, 2007 minutes with the changes. Motion carried 3 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisor Eckblad, Deitering and McDougall.  Abstained: Supervisor Otto since he was not at the meeting.  Supervisor Otto questioned the portion of the minutes that included his pay for 2006.
Changes and corrections of January 2, 2007 minutes

1 per 2.5 acres, 1 per 5 acres or 1 per 10 acres. Motion carried. Beise, Eckblad and McDougall voted aye. Deitering abstained because he did not attend the meeting.
Requested a letter be sent to the resident at 3398 Hamlin Ave. SE in response to a complaint about junk cars and large amounts of debris on the property.

Maintenance Crew


Crew Hafften was present with concerns about property owners who plow snow across the roadways.  Hafften stated that this is unsafe and could cause the plow truck to tip over.  Supervisor Otto recommended talking to the township attorney to prepare an ordinance that would include fines to property owners if they continued to plow across roadways after a one-time warning.  Supervisor McDougall recommended talking with the sheriff to see if they can enforce this state law.  The board was in consensus to start a list of property owners who plow across roadways.  


A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to continue this item to the next regular meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.     

Continued Items – None

Land Use Plan


A discussion on the Land Use Plan was held. Supervisor McDougall and Eckblad presented two land use maps.  Map one, dated 12/26/06, was prepared by the town board and map two, dated 1/12/07, was a reflection of what the county suggested might be accepted for the Wright County NE Quadrant Land Use Plan.  After a lengthy discussion, the board came to a consensus for the upcoming Wright County Northeast Quadrant Land Use Plan Task Force Meeting on Monday January 22, 2007 as follows,  


The revised map consists of the following items- 

· Red- Transition Area- Area of current sewer capacity

· Blue-Purple- Light Industrial

· Orange- Residential Large Lot(1:5)
· Dark Green – (AR) Agricultural/Residential (1:10)

· Light Green - Resource Land (1:40)

· Yellow – (AG) Agricultural (1:20)


The colored map can be viewed at Rockford Township Hall during business hours.

Also attached to these minutes is “Discussion of Rockford Township Land Use Plans.” 

New Agenda Items: 

Planning Commission Recommendations

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the recommendations made by the Planning Commission on January 16, 2007. Motion carried 3 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisors Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Abstained:  Supervisor Otto since he was not at that meeting.
2007 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization – The meeting will be on April 9, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

Larry Otto – 2006 Expense Claims 
The board discussed paying claims that are not signed by a supervisor. 

Supervisor Otto stated he would turn in a claim for one dollar for the year of 2006 and donate one dollar back to the township.  
Right-of-Way Changes at TH 55, CSAH 14 and 10th St. SE Intersection  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to have the township attorney review this item and contact the Kelley’s if it is necessary.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Highway 55 Corridor Coalition 

The board discussed the membership for the coalition and clerk McDougall noted that there is a resolution prohibiting the board from renewing unless a certain percentage of meetings have been attended.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to renew the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition membership.  Motion failed 2 to 2.  In favor:  Supervisor McDougall and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisors Otto and Eckblad.  
Employees Performance Evaluations January of each year 

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to have the Deputy Clerk take meeting minutes on Thursday January 25, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. for employee evaluations.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Public Comment: None
Supervisors

Supervisor Otto – None
Supervisor Deitering – Supervisor Deitering informed the board that he spoke with Tim Korby from LHB about the billing itemizations and Korby informed him that the billing could be itemized how the township wants in the future.  Deitering also informed the board that LHB would have approximately 40 hours of work in 2007 for the Halsey Paving Project.

Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall presented a draft newsletter but informed the board that it would not be completed this week.      
Supervisor Eckblad – Supervisor Eckblad presented estimated paving cost figures.  One amount was for a 100-300 heavy commercial annual daily traffic, 9-ton roadway, soil factor of 110, cost per 100 lineal feet is approximately $11,000.00.  The second amount was for 300-600 heavy commercial annual daily traffic, 9-ton roadway, soil factor of 110, cost per 100 lineal feet is approximately $13,000.00.
Clerk McDougall – Clerk McDougall informed the board that the State Auditors Office will not have time to prepare the 2006 audit and they will be sending a confirmation on this.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to use the same audit company  from 2005 for the 2006 audit as long as the township receives a confirmation letter from the state that they will not be preparing the 2006 audit.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Clerk McDougall informed the board that she is working on pricing for new recycle bins.  Supervisor McDougall noted that she should check with the state contract.  This item will be on a future agenda. 
Clerk McDougall informed the board that she will have ballots printed for the annual election in March and suggested having 700 printed.  The board agreed that 700 would be sufficient.  
Funds Report:
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to accept the Funds Report through January 16, 2007. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

 Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to pay claim #13890, 13904 through claim # 13925, for $29,020.98, Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by McDougall and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 10:30 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Greg Eckblad (Vice-Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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