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Approved

January 2, 2024
Rockford Township

Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes



Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairperson Supervisor Dale Otten called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Troy Beise, Nancy Norsby, and Dale Otten, and Clerk/Treasurer Rachelle McDougall.  
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.


Minutes
A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to approve December 19, 2023 Planning Commission meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.


Continued Items – None

New Items 
Greg Knoph – 30th St. SE - 215-100-201202 – Conditional Use Permit for home extended Business

Greg Knoph was present at the December 19, 2023 to request Board approval for a home-extended business where the Board gave a concept approval.  The board noted there were no changes shown on the county form to what was previously discussed and approved.  A motion was made by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the request for a conditional use permit for a home-extended business.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Kathleen Boorse 2320 44th St. SE – Variance for Structure within Side Yard Setback

Kathleen Boorse was present to request Board approval for a variance after an unpermitted building was constructed within the side yard setback, which was also flush with the other buildings.  Boorse noted the building was constructed in the same location as the previous building, which collapsed from snow accumulation.  There was discussion that the building was constructed in a gap area, which is 7’ of an unclear area regarding property lines.  
Supervisor Otten discussed concerns with the building possibly being on or over a property line according to the picture.  Supervisor Kjome informed the residents and board he had pictures sent to the township on Tuesday January 2, 2024 to be printed for reference.  Supervisor Kjome noted the Clerk/Treasurer was to approve them to be printed but refused to print them.  Supervisor Kjome informed the Board he asked nicely but the Clerk denied the request.  

For the Record of the Town

When Supervisor Kjome called the Township Office at approximately 10:45 a.m. on 1/2/2024 and spoke with Deputy Clerk Connie Hunt.  Deputy Clerk and Clerk/Treasurer considered the conversation as highly inappropriate behavior by a board member and the request was unable to be completed as demanded. 

Since there were multiple conversations at the same time at different locations in the meeting room conversations were unable to be documented.  
The Board commented the building was consistent and in line with the other two structures but also not in line.  Supervisor Kjome presented a letter from a neighbor that could not be present.  The document had various questions about a permit not being applied for, setbacks and number of buildings allowed on the property.  Supervisor Otten suggested the county review and decide on this item.  Supervisor Otten noted the permit should have been obtained prior to building the shed and commented that it is up to the property owner to find out what is required when replacing a building and meet the setbacks as required.  Supervisor Norsby commented about the setback, noted there are two older buildings in line with the new building, and would like to know what the county would recommend in this situation.  Supervisor Norsby also noted a permit should have been obtained.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to disapprove the request.  Motion carried 3 to 2.  Voting in Favor: Supervisors Otten, Troy Beise, and Kjome.  Opposed:  Supervisors Norsby and Dennis Beise. 
Public comments – None

Adjournment


Chairperson Supervisor Otten motioned to adjourn at 7:02 p.m.

____________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dale Otten (Chairperson)

_____________________________________________________ Date: _______________
Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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