July 22nd 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The July 22nd 2003 regular meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m., the pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall, Walker, Husom and Kelley.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, there were two.  Rick Berens was added to discuss a variance, and 26th Street in River Hills was added.  The Board adopted the agenda with the additions.  The minutes from the July 8th regular meeting and the July 11th special meeting was distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to accept the minutes as printed from the July 8th  regular meeting and the July 11th 2003 special meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:  Motion by Kelley second Walker to pass the Resolution for 30mph Speed Limit sign for Eaken Avenue SE, 44th Street SE (easterly 600’), 42nd Street SE, Eastwood Avenue SE, Eaton Avenue SE, Ebersole Avenue SE; contained in the south ½ of Sections 22 & 23, north ½ Sections 26 & 27 of Range 25, Township 119.  All voting in favor, opposed none, resolution passed.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to pass the Resolution Requesting the Conveyance of Tax-Forfeited Land, parcel PID# 215-100-242103, in Rockford Township and abuts State Highway 55, conveyed to the Township for public use.  All voting in favor, opposed none, resolution passed.

Marty Campion presented the Board with the contract for the Farmington Road Improvement project.  Marty informed the Board that after receiving the signed contract, there will be a pre-construction conference before the project begins.  Signing of the contract will be on the agenda for the August 12th meeting.

Roger Lundeen was present to request approval of a lot split at the Always-Insulation parcel.  Mr. Lundeen did not have a site plan, and there were questions regarding the septic system and how or when the deed was recorded from Mr. Lindell to Mr. Simmons.  The Board asked if Mr. Lundeen would return to the August 12th meeting with a good site plan.

Lee Nistler was seeking approval for building a 30x40 truck shed at the old Township shop site on the south side of the road.  There was some discussion regarding if the parcel included a tract of land on the other side of the road or not.  If the parcel included the lot across the road, then it was at least 1-acre which is a requirement for property zoned industrial.  This item was continued to the August 12th meeting for further research.

Tim Kiernam was present to request a lot split from his parcel of land on 20th Street SE.  Mr. Kiernam was requesting to split 10-acres, retaining the rest of the 100-acre parcel with no building entitlements, and selling the 10-acres to Greg Olson with the building entitlement.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to allow Mr. Kiernam to detach 10-acres with the building entitlement from his 100-acre parcel and sell it to Mr. Olson for the purpose of building a home.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.
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The Board discussed the difference between Northland Insurance and MAT regarding the E&O insurance, which was reviewed by Byron Bonk at the last meeting.  Motion by Walker second Husom to renew the E&O insurance with Northland Insurance Company and review the policy at the next renewal date.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Rick Berens from LAMPI Auction was present to request a variance from the Board for auctioning 12 ½ acres with a house, and possibly lease some pastureland that was owned by Ole Bjorkedal.  There was some discussion regarding horses and feedlot regulations.  The Board agreed that 12 ½ acres with a barn that has 37 stalls would not be enough land to support that many horses.  The Board suggested that Mr. Berens contact the feedlot representative at the County, and come back to the Town Board for the August 12th meeting.

A River Hills resident was present to discuss the on going problem of gravel washing down hill onto his property.  The r-o-w is next to his fence, but resident is willing to give up some footage in order to have the problem corrected.  This problem will be scheduled for the road inspection set for August 7th at 7:30 a.m.  

Public Comments:  David Szykulski – Informed the Board of his plans for improving his cabin to become a year-round home.  Mr. Szykulski told The Board that an alternative type septic system that was going to be installed.  The Board continued this item to a July 24th site inspection at 7:00 p.m.

Brad Arntson (Buffalo Bituminous) – Informed the Board of another plan for a sand pit located on the Donna Maas property.  There would be approximately 26,000 – 30,000 yards of sand extracted from north of the pasture.  There will be about 100,000 yards of sand extracted in total from the property.  This brought up the question regarding placing standards on the companies for restoring of the land.  The Board told Mr. Arntson that the Township could be stricter then the County.  Mr. Arntson informed the Board that all the company is required to do is follow State regulations.  The Board felt a work session would be of benefit to discuss placing standards on sand/gravel pits, and a bonding program.  The Maas sand pit item was continued to the County meeting on July 31st.    

Supervisors

Bill:  Informed the Board he received some complaints regarding 30th Street by the VanLith sand pit.  It needs to be smoothed out.  Buffalo Bituminous will be contacted regarding the upkeep of the road.

Pam:  Felt the requirement for anyone on the agenda to drop off plans ahead of time for review should be enforced.  The whole Board agreed that if no required plans were received by close of business Wednesday before the meeting week; that particular person(s) would not be addressed.
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Supervisors

Matt:  Received a letter regarding Workman’s Comp from the County in reference to the Off Duty Officer needed for certain hall rental events.  The letter did not have any different information from a prior one received from the County.  Matt will follow up on the letter.

Karen:  Needs volunteers for the Township booth at the fair.  Mr. Peters needed a letter from the Township for the County stating that the Township has maintained a section of road for a number of years.  The road is 27th Street SE extending from the west side of River Hills 1st addition (section 16).  The road was never recorded in 1994 when the road was straightened.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to write a letter for Mr. Peters regarding the maintenance of the section of road on 27th Street SE.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  The proposed work on 45th Street SE will need an application from BOWSER so the Township will not have to mitigate any wetlands.  Will get a temporary slope easement signed so the Crew can clean out the ditch on Ibarra Avenue SE.  Kerry Saxton looked at the sliding ravine and felt that terracing the slope would work.  Reminded the Board to book hotel reservations at the Duluth Holiday Inn early for the November meeting.  Working on the next newsletter.  A work session regarding the hall can be scheduled at the next meeting.

Discussion with an audience member regarding how the Township was going to finance the Farmington improvement project took place.  The Board will discuss payment of the project at the next meeting when the contract is signed.

Motion by Walker second Kelley to approve payments from 7/9/03 through 7/22/03 totaling $55,370.38 paid by checks #11321 through #11351.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 p.m.
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