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June 18, 2024
Rockford Township 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Supervisor Otten called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Dale Otten, Joel Kjome, Dennis Beise, Troy Beise, Nancy Norsby and Deputy Clerk Connie Hunt.  

Agenda

A motion by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting Minutes 

A motion by Supervisor Dennis Beise and seconded by Supervisor Troy Beise to approve the June 4, 2024, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Continued Items
Public Comment
Kathleen Boorse 2320 44th St. SE – Variance for Building

Kathleen Boorse was present at the June 4, 2024, meeting to request board approval for the variance for an unpermitted building that was previously constructed.  Boorse informed the board that she was doing a Quit Claim Deed for Mark Workcuff whose property this affects.  The board would like to view the agreement and suggested she have property owner Mark Workcuff attend the next meeting or provide the agreement for the board to view.  The board verified the quit claim deed as requested at the previous meeting.  
Affected property owner Mark Workcuff was present stated the proper setbacks were not met and the shed built as required.  Workcuff stated he was not in favor of leaving the building suggested having the shed moved which may cost $5,000.  It should have been built properly by following the rules and ordinances in place. Supervisor Norsby was in favor of granting the request since the building is in line with the other two buildings.  

Supervisor Otten agreed this was not constructed as required. Supervisor Otten recommends they build a fence on the property line to keep people off Workcuff’s property.   If the fence were placed Supervisor Otten agreed, it could be left as is.  It should also be required the fence needs to remain in place permanently. 
A motion was made by Supervisor Troy Beise and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise, which based on Mark Workcuff’s signature and their agreement along with the proposed fence that the board recommends approving the request.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor – Supervisors Otten, Troy Beise, Dennis Beise, and Norsby.  Abstained - Supervisor Kjome.
New Items 

Brian Mickelson – 2195 Cameron Ave. SE – Variance to allow an existing building to exceed the building area and encroach rear setback.
Brian Mickelson was present to request a variance to allow his existing building that would exceed the building area if rezoned and subdivided.  
An approved rezone and subdivision would change the allowed 4,000 sq. ft. for the building.  The current detached building area is 4,320 sq. ft.  Mickelson noted he would then be required to have the building reclassified if this request is approved.  The building that exists also encroaches the side yard setback.  The building is a 19 ft. rear yard setback and that would change to a side yard setback which should 30 ft.
A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Norsby to approve the variance to allow the existing building.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Mary Mithun – Apple Jack Orchard – 4875 37th St. SE – Update Conditional Use Permit to allow slide attraction.

Mary Mithun was present to request board approval to place a snow tube slide next to the corn maze on north side of 37th St. SE.  Mithun noted the slide would most likely not be visible from 37th St. SE.  Also discussed was the available parking.  Supervisor Kjome noted the township has not received any complaints on record for Apple Jack Orchards.

A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Dennis Beise to give a concept approval for the snow tube slide to be located next to the corn maze on the north side of 37th St. SE.  Motion carried by a unanimous s vote.     
Adjourn Meeting

Supervisor Otten adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Dale Otten (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Connie Hunt (Deputy Clerk)
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