June 2, 2026
Rockford Township
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
6:30 p.m.

Call Order                                                                                                                                                                                      Chairperson Dale Otten called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present  
were Supervisors Dale Otten, Troy Beise, Nancy Norsby, Corey Walker, Janelle Welch, Clerk Connie Hunt, and Crew Member Allen Valentine. 

 Agenda
A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Walker to approve the agenda
as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting Minutes - May 19, 2026
A motion was made by Supervisor Norsby and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the minutes
as written.  Motion carried 4-1.  Supervisor Welch abstained since she was not in attendance at the meeting.
                     
Continued Items – none
                                                 
New Items:
a) Jarrod Zimmerman (3645 Haug Ave S.E. Buffalo)
The board received a request for township assistance regarding a drainage issue located between 3645 Haug Avenue and 3757 Haug Avenue. Supervisor Otten made a motion to table the discussion and continue the matter to the June 16, 2026, meeting. This continuation allows township board members and maintenance crew members to conduct individual site inspections of the area. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Norsby. Motion carried unanimously.
b) Steven Leuer & Steven Jordan (2361 Eckert Ave S.E. Buffalo)                                                         
Requesting the board approval before going to Wright County Board of Adjustment to appeal a Zoning Administrator determination which would be needed to overturn a Zoning Administrator determination that the delivery and storage of maple syrup produced and processed off-site and transported by box truck to the referenced property in not allowed use on a Suburban Residential (R-2a) zoned property.
Several neighboring residents were in attendance to communicate their concerns about running a business in a residential zoned area.
Supervisor Norsby made a motion to continue the matter until June 16, 2026, meeting to allow the board time to submit inquiries regarding the pre-sale information known before purchasing the property. Seconded by Supervisor Beise. Motion carried unanimously. Clerk Hunt will email Barry Rhineberger (Wright County Zoning and Planning) to obtain the answers and resume board discussion on June 16, 2026.

Public Comment - This item was moved ahead of the agenda. State Senator Eric Lucero (District 30) attended the meeting to provide updates regarding the 2026 legislative session. Key topics discussed included HOA reform, the creation of an Office of the Inspector General, a proposed one-year reprieve on vehicle tab fees, and the anti-gun act.


                                                                                                                                                                                                                              New Items – Continued
c) Vehicle Traffic Noise
A township resident requested board assistance regarding excessive traffic noise and the disruptive use of engine brakes (jake brakes) on County Roads 32 and 14. Both Wright County and the township currently maintain ordinances prohibiting this activity. Clerk Hunt will contact Wright County Highway Department to review county standards for restrictive signage. Supervisor Beise made a motion to continue this discussion at the next meeting. Seconded by Supervisor Norsby. Motion carried unanimously
d) Norm’s Wayside Liquor License Renewal
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise to approve Norm’s Wayside Liquor License for one year. Seconded by Supervisor Norsby.  Motion carried unanimously

Public Comment
A resident informed the board that Dague Ave SE has seen severe traffic increase due to Highway #25 construction. He presented information to the board (when to pave a gravel road with traffic volume.)
Traffic Data: 6,149 total vehicles recorded over a 7-day period (May 11–18), averaging 878.43 vehicles per day. The board acknowledged the residents’ concern and noted that voters added $250,000 to the 2027 budget at the annual meeting specifically for township road upgrades.

Adjournment
Supervisor Otten adjourned the meeting at 7:51 p.m.
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