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June 7, 2022
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Eckblad called the meeting to order 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Eckblad, Beise, McDougall, and Kjome, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Valentine.  Supervisor Deitering was excused.  
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

Meeting Minutes

May 17, 2022 Regular Mtg. Minutes 
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the May 17, 2022.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

Public Comment 
Resident Scott Zimmerman 36th St. SE - questioned the Board what the protocol was for removing trees from a roadway.  Zimmerman discussed two trees that blocked a road and the Townships response in cleaning it up.  The residents stated they did not contact the Town Board or inform the Town Office; the trees were blocking the roadway.  The Board informed residents they should contact the Sheriff’s office so they may contact a Board member.  The Board will contact town maintenance personnel to remove the trees when blocking the roadway.  
Resident Duane Bernu 36th St. SE - informed the Board they were told by Clerk McDougall that brush would be cleaned up.  Clerk McDougall informed the resident, the Township office will never tell a resident brush will be picked up and the residents were recommended to contact a board member.  The residents did not inform the office of a tree across a roadway.   When calls were received, the office referred residents to contact a Town Board member.  

Resident Bernu questioned if a lower speed limit could be posted on 36th St SE.  The resident stated the Clerk informed him he would need 100 signatures.  Clerk McDougall clarified that she did not make that statement. Supervisor McDougall informed the resident she will look into the speed limit reduction and if it would be possible to lower the speed limit
Resident Bernu also discussed the mining pits in the township.    
Resident James Adam 36th St. SE – apologized for “unloading” on Clerk McDougall and Deputy Treasurer on Monday outside the Town Hall.  Supervisor Kjome stated if he had any further complaints, that he should contact him directly since the staff does not need that type of harassment.  Clerk McDougall stated this type of behavior from residents is part of the reason the front door is locked and why she has a “do not answer list” of numbers that the office no longer answers.

Resident Kyle Kostka 36th St. SE - discussed the opening of the brush site on the Town property because of the storm and number of brush/trees.  Kostka discussed different companies that could come in to grind the trees.  The Board looked into the option of chipping but it was not cost effective.  Other residents haul their wood/brush to the county or burn the wood/brush themselves.  The Board stated they will not reopen the brush site for residential dumping but they could look into other options if available.  The Board must consider all opinions when spending tax dollars for the brush site, which was a previous courtesy to residents and not a Township service.  Property owners may haul their brush to the county or burn the brush themselves by obtaining a burning permit.  The Township does not have the resources to reopen the township brush site due to staffing and tax dollars that would be needed in order to manage the brush removal.
The Board stated if a tree is on a resident’s property and it falls across the road, the maintenance department will remove the tree from the road and place it back on the property for the resident to take care of.  If a tree is in the right-of-way and it falls across the road, the maintenance department will remove the tree and haul it away. Where a tree grows is where it goes but the Town will remove it from a roadway.

Resident Adams requested the gate be opened in order to drop off brush from the storm. The Board did not agree to open the gate for residents to bring brush.  Residents were recommended to burn the brush themselves or hauling it to the county.  Supervisor McDougall discussed other residential areas that also wanted the brush site opened.  Clerk McDougall noted other residents that are not in favor of spending tax dollars for opening the brush site because the Township population is over 3,000.  The number of residents that would use the site versus those that do not is not feasible and there is not an employee that can spend time monitoring what is being hauled in.  Residents commented that residents could be charged if they brought in brush.   An employee would need to be hired to collect money and monitor the site.  Supervisor McDougall noted the burning permits are an option for brush.
Resident Adams commented about the difference between the level of the road and his driveway that is lower.  No comments were made if Adams has hauled gravel into his driveway on a regular basis.  There was nothing comparing the gravel on the road versus the gravel the resident has or has not applied to his driveway on a regular basis.
Continued Items – None
New Items 
June 7, 2022 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for June 7, 2022.  Motion carried unanimously.
Flooring Replacement Quotes – Phasing Options 1, 2, or 3
Two quotes were received for replacing the flooring in 3 phases, starting with phase 1, including the kitchen and front of restrooms.  The Board did not want to replace the other flooring listed in phase 2 or 3.  The quote for phase 1 was Kjellberg’s Carpet and Interior was $3,398.03 and Neil’s Flooring was $5,862.49.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Beise to approve phase 1 flooring replacement from Kjellbergs in the amount of $3,698.03.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Approve Updated Election Equipment Agreement
A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Beise to approve the Election Equipment Lease Agreement with Wright County.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Temporary / Seasonal Worker
The Board received documents at the previous meeting from Supervisor Eckblad.  The documents are from the association of townships website pages.  The other Supervisors present noted they had not reviewed them regarding hiring a temporary part time maintenance employee.  Clerk McDougall requested the Town Board forward her a current application form since the previous application form was outdated.  When a new application form is received, Clerk could mail out applications for those who would like to apply.  Supervisor McDougall discussed the job duties description and coming up with a process.  Clerk McDougall suggested the Board prepare a checklist in hiring and get a legal opinion to ensure it is correct.  Supervisor Eckblad requested this item placed on the next agenda.
Maintenance Crew Discuss possible future quotes or bids for the following items; Granite Hauling, 15-Wheel Packer, Bid Notice for Gravel Pile, Ditch Sloping on 30th St. SE next to Hall 
The Board did not receive quotes for granite hauling.  Crew Miller requested Board approval to accept a low quote for granite hauling prior to being viewed by the Board at their next meeting.  Miller noted he wanted to ensure there was enough granite in the Town stockpile prior to dust control so he could apply what is needed and not run out before the next meeting.   Supervisor McDougall questioned if there was enough in the budget for granite hauling. The Board informed Miller that quotes should be received prior to the Board making a decision.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board she will submit the amount of granite that is in the Town stockpile and what was previously applied in 2021.  
Crew Miller requested approval for the 15-wheel packer quote.  The Board did not receive a copy of a second quote.  The Board did acknowledge they were informed about a second quote, which was not the same type of packer needed.  The Board agreed that the Board should review both quotes prior to making any decisions even if one of the quotes is not the same type of packer needed.  
The Board discussed the gravel pile and if it would need to be published for sealed bids.  Supervisor McDougall discussed more or less and continuing under the previous bid price.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board, the previous sealed bid was completed and a new sealed bid notice is required for another gravel pile.  
Crew Valentine requested approval to fix the ditch sloping along 30th St. SE adjacent to the Town Hall and the neighboring property.  The Board agreed to have the crew improve the sloping  
Supervisor Kjome – Noted the roofing project will begin in July and discussed where the roofing materials could be placed for easy access and not be in the way during hall rentals.  Supervisor Kjome noted on June 13, 2022, the roofing company would be in contact with the Township maintenance employees for placing materials onsite for the re-roof project.  
The Board agreed to the pricing received from the American Masonry Restoration for block repairs in the amount of $26,445.00.  The cement repairs will be coordinated with the roofing company as previously stated at the time of the roof replacement approval.  
Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall discussed designating someone to maintain the Safety Data Sheet Manual that Clerk McDougall updated.  The manual previously had 39 safety data sheets and currently there are over 130.  Supervisor McDougall noted some employees had been trained through previous employers but the maintenance employees and any future employees will need training.  The maintenance employees will need to verify all chemicals in the shop and report to the Board, which safety data sheets will be needed and which sheets need to be removed.  The Board noted they are unsure how they train the employees on the safety data sheets since they are not trained on the manual themselves.  Clerk McDougall suggested they contact the Association of Townships for their recommendations.  The Board will discuss again at a future meeting regarding training and maintaining the manual. 
Supervisor Beise – None
Supervisor Eckblad – The Board agreed to reschedule the road inspection for June 25, 2022 at 8 a.m.
Clerk/Treasurer McDougall – None
Funds Report – April 30, 2022
A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the Funds Report through April 30, 2022.  Motion carried unanimously.
Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to pay 2022 claim #3971 to #4009 for $52,109.93 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Greg Eckblad (Chairperson)
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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