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March 15, 2022
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order

Chairperson Eckblad called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Eckblad, Deitering, McDougall, Beise, Kjome, and Clerk McDougall, and Maintenance Crew Miller.  
Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
Meeting Minutes

March 1, 2022 Regular Meeting
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the March 1, 2022, meeting minutes as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
March 8, 2022 Board of Canvas
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the March 8, 2022, Board of Canvas meeting minutes as printed.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
Maintenance Crew 
Crew Miller was present to discuss replacing the 2013 pickup truck because the box cross members are rusted and is starting to get holes. 
Crew Miller requested approval to get a tank for unleaded gasoline similar to the fuel tank the Township has for filling up equipment.  The Board stated it was not necessary.
Crew Miller referred to the previous discussion from the March 1, 2022 if the Board could hire a part time employee.  Supervisor Eckblad noted as stated at the previous meeting, he spoke with the Association of Townships regarding employees under the age of 18 and was referred to the insurance contact at the association.  Eckblad informed the Board that a Town Board might hire a part-time employee; however, they are required to meet the state requirements for employment.  There was general discussion on safety, running equipment and supervision. Miller made a comment asking, “Why can the Clerk have three or four employees and the shop has no help?”  Clerk McDougall told the chairperson that her position should have nothing to do with this topic and requested the conversation stop regarding the Clerks part time deputies.  This is a Board topic regarding the shop employees. Clerk McDougall told the chairperson he should remind Miller, the shop has two full time employees and two part time employees. Also discussed was posting a notice for applications, or publishing a notice in the legal paper.  Supervisor Deitering requested Miller to prepare a list of what the job duties would be for a part time employee. When Miller completes the list, he should give it to the Clerk so she may forward it to Supervisor Deitering.  Supervisor Eckblad commented the Township should consider hiring a third full time shop employee.  Supervisor McDougall questioned why, Eckblad commented about the various items that need to be done, and they are not being done.
Public Comment - None
Continued Items - None
New Items 
March 15, 2022 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for March 15, 2022.  Motion carried unanimously.
Review Township Tree Removal Policy and review quote for tree removal (stumps not included)
The Board reviewed the Township Tree Policy, discussed Slope Easement Form requirements, and the quote from Hurley Tree Service for $2,500.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the quote for $2,500 with the understanding that Hurley Tree Service and the Maintenance Crew will talk with property owners.  The maintenance crew will obtain a signed copy of the Slope Easement Form from property owner. Hurley Tree Service should be aware of the Tree Policy and be providing the owners of the affected properties with a copy of that policy.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Precinct Discussion and Set Meeting Date and Time to pass Resolution for Township Precincts
The Board set a meeting for March 22, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. The Board will review and approve the Precinct Resolution #2022.1. 
Rockford Masons - Gambling License for hall rental (no alcohol sales)
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the Rockford Mason gambling license for their hall rental in 2022 for insurance purposes only.  Motion carried unanimously.
Complaint received by a Township resident regarding a City of Rockford resident who is parking 2 Trailers and Boat on the Township road (Hall Ave. SE).
He Board reviewed a complaint from a Township resident concerning a City of Rockford resident parking items in the township road right-of-way.  A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve sending a letter to the resident of the City of Rockford to have the items moved out of the Townships road right-of-way.  Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Kjome – Noted he is still waiting for the second roof quote.
Supervisor McDougall – Discussed under maintenance crew regarding the upcoming newsletter and if she should list the new shop phone number.  Supervisor McDougall questioned why the shop has their own phone line and did it connect with the office for transferring calls.  Clerk McDougall stated she informed the Board previously about the phone lines and the connection issues, which also concerned privacy.  Clerk McDougall noted she does not give out the shop phone number so it should not be added to the newsletter. 

Supervisor McDougall also discussed the government and changing the time change “Sunshine Protection”, daylight savings time and getting rid of the time change.
Supervisor Deitering – Discussed the dog policy and referred to another Townships policy, regarding not having a policy.
Supervisor Beise – Beise recommended the maintenance crew obtain a quote or bid for a gravel pile.
Supervisor Eckblad – Supervisor Eckblad discussed the email from the engineer regarding the plans and specifications for the culvert replacement on Deadrick Ave. SE.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board this item was not include3d in the meeting packet since it was received after the agenda cut off period.  This will be on the next regular meeting agenda.  
Clerk/Treasurer McDougall – None  
Funds Report – Through February 28, 2022
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Beise to approve the Funds Report through February 28, 2022.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Review of Claims 
A motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to pay 2022 claim #3851 to #3873 for $41,713.63 including payroll.  Motion carried unanimously.
Adjourn Meeting

Supervisor Beise motioned to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Greg Eckblad (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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