March 25th 2003

Rockford Township Meeting

Unapproved Draft

The March 25th 2003 Town meeting was held at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Beise, McDougall, Wetter, Kelley, Walker was excused.  The Clerk called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m., and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  The Clerk informed the audience that the first order of business was to reorganize.  The Clerk called for nominations for Chair.  McDougall nominated Beise for Chair.  The Clerk asked for nominations 2-more times.  No more nominations, the Clerk cast a unanimous vote, Dennis Beise was voted Chair.  Beise called for nominations for Vice-Chair.  McDougall nominated Kelley for Vice-Chair.  Beise asked for more nominations, there were none; a unanimous vote was cast for Pam Kelley for Vice-Chair.  The Chair asked for any additions to the agenda.  The Clerk added as number 8, Notice of Public Hearing for April 24th 2003.  The Board adopted the agenda with the additions.  The minutes from special work meetings dated January 13th, March 5th, March 11th Board of Canvass & Abbreviated meeting, March 13th 2003 were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by Wetter second Kelley to accept all the minutes as listed above, as printed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

John Magnussen was present to request approval to split his 10-acre parcel into 2-5 acre parcels, and build a new house.  Mr. Magnussen has already talked with the Highway Department, and will probably have a “split” or shared driveway.  The split of the parcel will meet the County setbacks.  Motion by McDougall second Wetter to approve the request to the County for the division of the 10-acres as long as the split meets all the County setbacks for road and river frontage, and it fits into the Township’s Land Plan.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried. 

The Clerk informed the Board that the bids for the 2003 dust control season would be read at the 4/22/03 meeting.

The Clerk had passed out the notice of Public Hearing from the County Planning Commission regarding an amendment to the Wright County Zoning Ordinance excluding references to “and water systems” and just having the ordinance read “sewage treatment systems”, and “public sewer systems”.  Motion by Wetter second Kelley to agree to the changes in the ordinance.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Public Comments:  Cletus Huhn Jr. was present to inform the Board he was purchasing 40 acres from Ted Heins and was inquiring if there would be a problem with his business, which he owns dump trucks, and informed the Board he will be building a house.  The Board wanted to know if there was an entitlement, and Mr. Huhn informed the Board that Planning & Zoning said he could build a house while Mr. Heins still lives in his home.  The Board told Mr. Huhn he would have to get a CUP for his business.  Mr. Huhn told the Board that Planning & Zoning had a bit of problem with his business and was not sure why.  The Board will check with Planning & Zoning about the possible problem with Mr. Huhn’s business, and told Mr. Huhn to come back to the April 8th meeting. 

Kevin Potter approached the Board to inquire about the petition regarding the blacktopping Halsey Avenue SE.  The Board informed Mr. Potter that Mr. Burns was at a meeting a couple of months ago and got the petition back in order to get signatures from 
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the side roads off of Halsey Avenue SE.  The Board informed Mr. Potter that it would be better to include 6th, 7th, 9th and Hamilton streets on the petition, because the people on the side streets would be assessed at least ½ of an assessment anyway for Halsey being blacktopped, so if they paid a whole assessment the side streets could be included in the project for blacktopping, which would make more sense to get done at the same time as Halsey for cost purposes.  Another reason to include the side streets was for maintenance reasons.  The Township would not have to maintain (grade & dust control) the short gravel roads.  Mr. Potter wanted to know what criteria the Board used when choosing a road to blacktop.  The Board informed Mr. Potter that traffic counts, maintenance cost, and density are a few of the criteria, and that the criteria could change with each road project.  The Board felt at this time they would complete the Farmington project first before taking on another road project.  The Board did tell Mr. Potter that when the petition comes back they might be able to get a handle on approximately the cost of blacktopping Halsey and the side streets by confirming the possible assessments along the roads.

Supervisors:

Pam:  Felt it was time to discuss as a Board the conflict of interest between Leander and the annexation of his land into Hanover.  She asked Leander how he could justify his actions in the situation.  Pam told Leander he had every right to do what’s best for his family, to sell his land for the most money possible, which means annexation, but yet he has a sworn duty to do what’s best for the Township, which is keeping the land productive and in the Township.  Pam went on to say how the Supervisors are forced to spend the Township resident’s money to hire an attorney to fight him (a Board Supervisor).  To make things worse, more money is wasted because the Supervisors cannot plan strategy with the Township Attorney with him (Leander) attending the meetings.  Pam also stated she has residents telling her that the only reason people get elected to the Board is so they can push their own agendas (interests) which is not why she is on the Board and hoped it was true of the rest of the Supervisors.  Finally, Pam could not see any way to explain this as “working in the best interest of the Township”, and was hoping Leander could give an answer as to how he explained it to himself.  Dennis felt all of this conflict of interest makes the whole Board look bad.  Karen felt it was an uncomfortable and bad situation, but needed to be discussed.  After this small discussion, Leander Wetter handed in his resignation at 8:20 p.m., with no reason, or comment.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to accept Leander Wetter’s resignation of March 25th 2003 at 8:20 p.m.  The Board felt bad about the resignation and would have rather wanted an explanation of how Wetter felt he was working in the best interest of the Township, while selling his land.   

Karen:  Friday March 28th is a Highway 55 meeting at 9:30 a.m. at Wright-Hennepin.  April 3rd is an Association meeting.  There is classes offered on Planning, maybe a Land Plan Committee member and a Board member should go.  Draft of the Clean-up newsletter will be out next week for reviewing, then sent to the printer/distributor.
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Supervisors Continued:

Dennis:  Informed the Board that the Crew suggested something should be done with the UPA road, but after dust control.  Suggested that the fuel barrel should be set in a protective container (cement).  The cost is approximately $640.00 to buy the containment unit and set the fuel barrel in side of it.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to purchase the cement containment unit for the fuel barrel at a cost of approximately $640.00.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Brought up the suggestion from the Annual meeting about changing a certain Township road name to August Marschel memorial Drive.  The Board said it is very hard to change a road name, but felt if survivors or others wanted to donate something to honor a past, long-time Board member, such as a plaque, that the Board would accept and display the memorial in the Town Hall.  Dennis informed the Board he would be excused from the next meeting on April 8th 2003, and that the Board should deal with the vacant Supervisor position at the April 22nd meeting, along with the website.    

Motion by Kelley second McDougall to approve payments from 2/26/03 through 3/10/03 totaling $9,366.29, and from 3/11/03 through 3/25/03 totaling $6,161.36 paid by checks #11037 through #11116.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the funds report totaling $264,522.45 minus dedicated reserve funds at the end of February 2003, located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  Voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
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