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March 6, 2007           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall and Otto, and Deputy Clerk Leintz and Crew Schlagel. 

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the agenda adding 11a. Employee Evaluation Discussion. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the January 23, February 6 & 20, 2007 Board of Audit minutes. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve the February 20, 2007 regular meeting minutes with the following additions and corrections: 1. Supervisor Otto requested to have it noted that he found it appalling that gaveling him for chewing tobacco during the meeting was included in the minutes. 2. Supervisor Otto stated that he requested the Employee Evaluation discussion be placed on the March 6, 2007 agenda, however the clerk’s notes from that meeting reflected that he “moved”, and it died for lack of a second. 3. Supervisor Otto stated he requested the clerk to obtain a copy of the joint meeting minutes from the City of Buffalo. 4. West of Lake Charlotte to keep this area orange that is one per 40 20.  5. …to present the third draft plan dated January 16, 2007 for consideration by SEH task force with option to rename area one and two as Rural Residential 1:10 (green) and keep area 3 Rural AG 1:40 20 (orange). Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Maintenance Crew


Crew Schlagel was present. A discussion on road restrictions was held. It was decided to put 5 ton spring road restrictions on Halsey Avenue and Farmington Avenue. 

Land Use Plan


A discussion on the Land Use Plan was held. Supervisor Eckblad reviewed the February 26, 2007 task force meeting. He explained that they primarily reviewed policies and implementation and administration and implementation. He explained that a description for 1:20 will be rewritten to not be so negative and to be more acceptable to other townships in the county that do not want to be impacted by the 1:20 designation. The final package of the Land Use Plan will be given to the Wright County Planning Commission on March 8, 2007, and a date for the public hearing will be set at that time. The format for public comment has not been set, but it is hoped that there will be provision for written comments, petitions etc.

The meeting recessed at 8:23 p.m. and reconvened at 8:29 p.m. in order for copies to be made.

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to send information to Township residents when the public hearing date is set, to include the final January 16, 2007 map, the County map, an acreage grid, and all other pertinent information including, but not limited to, the date, time and address of the public hearing. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to send the two maps in color. Motion passed 4 to 1. Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad and Otto voted aye. Supervisor McDougall voted nay because of the cost to print the maps in color.

New Agenda Items: 

Planning Commission Recommendations

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve the recommendations made by the Planning Commission on March 6, 2007. Motion carried 4-1. Otto abstained because he was absent from the meeting.

Hall Rental Information Changes

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to add: Friday Set-up: “Friday may be reserved for wedding set-up at an additional fee of $50. No alcohol may be consumed on the premises until after 3:30 p.m.” to the Hall Use Rates page; and “No alcohol may be consumed on the premises during Friday set-up until after 3:30 p.m.” to the Additional Information page. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Employee Evaluation Discussion

Otto stated that an Employee Evaluation meeting cannot be closed. (MN Statute #13D.05 Subd. 3a. states that a  public body may close a meeting to evaluate the performance of an individual who is subject to its authority unless the individual requests that it be an open meeting.) There was no one from the public present, however the Board did state that the meeting would be closed for each employee, although this was not reflected in the minutes. Otto was informed that he could come into the clerk’s office and read the hand written notes from the meeting.

Public Comment: None
Supervisors

Supervisor Beise  – Stated he had informed Wayne Fingalson of the Board’s decision to take no action at this time on vacating the easements on the Kelly property 

Supervisor Deitering – None

Supervisor Eckblad  – None 

Supervisor McDougall – None

Supervisor Otto – Questioned why it was not noted in the minutes that the Knife River check had been pulled. (There was never a check issued.)

Deputy Clerk Leintz – Reminded the Board to sign up early for the Spring Short Course if they planned to attend. 

Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to pay claim #13997 through claim #14018, in the amount of $14,353.67, including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 9:45 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Sharon L. Leintz (Deputy Clerk /Treasurer)
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