April 22nd 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Town Meeting

The continued meeting from April 9th, the Board of Equalization was called to order at 7:01 p.m., and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, Walker, McDougall, Kelley was late.  Township Assessor, Pete Merges handed out his recommendation regarding the Ostivg property.  Pete had an on-site visit to the Ostivg’s property and felt the land value should be reduced due to a lot of the property being swamp area.  Also, Pete depreciated the buildings more, reducing the building value.  The total reduction being $73,600.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to reduce the Ostivg’s evaluation a total of $73,600.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Walker opposed none, motion carried.  The Board of Equalization was adjourned.

The regular Town meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.  The Chair asked for any changes or additions to the agenda.  McDougall wanted to discuss a future meeting with the City of Buffalo, which was put as number 10 on the agenda.  The Board adopted the agenda with the addition.  The minutes from the April 8th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to accept the minutes from the April 8th 2003 meeting as printed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued:  Marty Campion and Tim Young were present to get Board approval for the blacktop plans and specifications, and ordering bids for the Farmington Avenue SE project.  Mr. Campion reviewed of some of the specifications for the road, which were to define the intersection of Farmington and County Road 33 and have a radius of 40ft.  There will be a need for temporary slope easements due to some of the construction going out of the r-o-w area.  There will be some excavating, removal and salvage of some of the gravel already on the road.  The road will be designed to meet 45 mph on the vertical curves.  The engineer will work with the Crew on any frost boils that were not identified from the prior soil borings.  The Board asked Mr. Campion about certain changes such as the use of matting and seeding instead of rip-rap, eliminating certain dead-walls at the time of building the road which may need the extension of culverts, mailbox supports installed and striping of the road.  Signing on the road was also brought up for example where it connects to Buffalo Township should have “Road Narrows” as an addition to the plan.  Mr. Campion informed the board now is the time for changes, and also informed the Board that the design of the road does not meet County standards if the Township ever wanted to have the road taken over by the County.  It would need some minor adjustments such as shouldering and changing of the “sagging” of the road.  Mr. Campion also discussed “unit pricing” which gives room for changes on site with in “tolerance”.  With no more discussion, Mr. young informed the Board their next step was to approve the following resolutions; the approval of the plans and specifications, declaring cost to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments, preparing of proposed assessment role and calling for a public hearing on proposed assessment.   Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications for Farmington Avenue SE Road Improvement, with the following changes/additions: matting/seeding instead of rip-rap, eliminating dead-walls with culvert extensions if needed, installation of mailbox supports, striping (white edge and center line) and signing of the road.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall approving a Resolution Declaring Cost to be Assesses and 
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Ordering Preparation of Proposed Assessment and Preparing of Assessment Role.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.   Motion by Walker second McDougall to approve a Resolution Calling for a Public Hearing on Proposed Assessment for June 10th 2003 at 7:00 p.m. before the regular meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

The Clerk informed the Board that 1-bid for the 2003 dust control season was received.  The bid was from DustCoating Inc. for 100,000 gallons more or less at a bid rate of .538 per gallon.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to accept the bid for dust control from DustCoating Inc. at a rate of .538 per gallon.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Brad Burns approached the Board about the possibility of rezoning property he might purchase from Earl Dixon.  Mr. Burns informed the Board he might purchase 5-acres or possibly 40 acres.  He also told the Board that he would like to connect his 2-lake lots to the 5-acres, or buy 40 acres.  The Board informed Mr. Burns that he would not have another building entitlement, and cannot go across the road to connect the 2-lake lots to a 5-acre parcel.  The Board suggested that it might be possible to have a “lease” agreement with option to buy from Mr. Dixon, in which Mr. Burns would become the first in line to buy the land and rezone if possible.  The Board advised Mr. Burns to discuss potential options with Planning & Zoning.

Tamra Otten was not in attendance.

Cletus Huhn approached the Board for recommendation of a CUP to operate a contractor’s yard on his property.  Mr. Huhn was at the March 25th 2003 meeting under Public Comments.  The Board asked Mr. Huhn to come back to the April 8th so a Board member could discuss a possible problem with the CUP with Planning & Zoning.  Mr. Huhn was not in attendance at the April 8th meeting.  At the March 25th meeting the Board did not have a problem with the CUP, but thought it would be best to check with the County.  After discussing specifics to Mr. Huhn’s business, motion by Kelley second Walker to recommend approval for the CUP –contractor’s yard with the following conditions: 10-12 trucks, trucks will leave and return to the yard empty, trucks will go 20th Street Se west to Highway 25 with very few exceptions such as when Huhn’s build their driveway, hours of operation 5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Monday –Saturday (not every Saturday), trucks start after road restrictions are off and run until Thanksgiving (except for 1-plow truck), will have employee parking, no outside storage except for a small pile of sand/salt for winter, fuel will have a self containment holder, trucks will not go through the residential neighborhood to get to the highway.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

The Board received 3-letters of interest for the Supervisor vacancy, which two of the three interested residents were in the audience.  Bill Daluge and Bill Husom each answered the same question that Supervisor Kelley posed to them.  The Chair asked the Board for nominations to fill the Supervisor vacancy.  Walker nominated Bill Daluge.  The Chair asked for more nominations.  The Clerk asked an audience member if they 
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wished to be nominated, they declined, so the Clerk then nominated Bill Husom.  The Chair asked if there were any more nominations, there were none.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to close the nominations.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried. The Clerk passed out paper ballots to the Board, and herself.  The following is the results of the vote: Bill Daluge – 2 votes, Bill Husom – 3 votes, Bill Husom will fill the Supervisor vacancy until the next annual election in March 2004.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to destroy the paper ballots.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Supervisor McDougall informed the Board that there would be a meeting with the City of Buffalo on April 29th 2003 at 5:00 p.m. at the City of Buffalo.  The City of Buffalo will also be sending someone to the Land Use Committee meeting on May 6th.

Public Comment: Bob Perry: Wanted approval for sand extraction and back filling of the Groskruetz property.  Mr. Perry showed the Board the plan for mining sand and back filling on the property.  The time limit of the mining project would be maybe 5-years, mining approximately 300,000 yards of sand.  The back-fill would be clay and black dirt.  The Board informed Mr. Perry that a Cup would be for 3-years and talked about how far along restoration of the property would be by the end of the CUP.  The Board felt a site inspection would be in order, along with a road inspection.  This item will be on the May 13th agenda.

John Skogman: Wanted to get approval from the Board to start selling liquor on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. to go along with a Brunch Buffet at the Boondocks.  This 2-hour extension has to be approved by the Township, County and State, and food has to be served.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to approve the 2-hour extension to start selling liquor on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. for Sunday Brunch at the Boondocks.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Supervisors:
Karen: Informed the Board of a parking problem in Scenic Acres.  Reminded the Board of Clean-up Day on April 26th.  Told the Board Bryon Bonk will be at the next meeting.  Handed out a map with road priorities.  

Matt: Inquired when dust control would be applied.  The Crew felt after road restrictions go off, they lay gravel then dust control will go down starting probably sometime in June.

Pam: Handed out the letter to Hanover.  Discussed the Land Planning workshop she attended.  Pam felt it was informative and worth attending.  Informed the Board that she did receive 1-call that was against Halsey being blacktopped due to the increased speed with all the kids around.

Dennis: A resident called about rocks in the road on 13th Street SE.  Discussed having a road inspection, and would let everyone know when.  Called Busse on the Gabler project, but has not received a response as of yet.
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Clerk:  Otto Associates were having a pre-construction conference about Rockford Ranch for street construction on May 1st 2003 at 9:00 a.m. at Otto Associates in Buffalo.  Dennis Beise will try to attend the meeting.  Asked the Board if Rockford Ranch’s soil borings should be sent to the engineer to determine if the soil types that were taken prior are the general soil types that exist within the development.  The Board informed the Clerk to send off the plans.  The Clerk did inform Mo Rininger that the Township would bill the developer for the engineer costs.  The Clerk passed out a map and a letter regarding the City of Rockford’s plan for phase 1 & 2 of their wellhead protection plan as required by the State.  The letter asked for the Township’s comments within 30-days so the City can begin preparing for phase 2 of planning.  The Clerk inquired about posting speed limit signs on Calder Avenue SE.  The Board informed the Clerk that there are very specific rules about posting speed limit signs, but it can be checked into.

Motion by Walker second Kelley to approve payments from 4/9/03 to 4/22/03 totaling $11,437.69 paid by checks #11141 through # 11173.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:57 p.m.

Chair





Clerk
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