August 12th, 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The August 12th 2003 regular meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m., the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall, Husom and Kelley, Walker was excused.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, there were none; the Board adopted the agenda as printed.  The minutes from the July 22nd 2003 regular meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by Husom second Kelley to accept the minutes as printed from the July 22nd 2003 meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:  Mo Rininger - Was present to obtain approval for a lot split located at the Always Insulation property.  The split is for Lot 1, Block 1 2.7 acre parcel. Lot 2 will be vacant for now.  The driveways to the property for both lots will be off of the Township road, Chamberlain Avenue SE.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve the lot split for Lot 1, Block 1 for the Always Insulation property, and that the owner consults with the Township before constructing a driveway.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Rick Berens – Variance for auctioning a house and land was not present.  Michael Thomas – Ibarra Avenue SE was present to discuss what the Board proposes to do about the flooding on Ibarra, which was temporally corrected by an overflow tube.  Supervisor McDougall informed the Board that the DNR has no jurisdiction, and that Soil & Water said that the Township could legally increase the size of the culvert, which could increase water flow on smaller storms.  Mr. Thomas signed a Temporary Slope Easement so the Maintenance Crew will be able to clean out the ditch.  

Rodney Davidson owner of Highway 55 Trailer Sales was present to ask approval of a CUP for his trailer sale business.  The current location of Mr. Davidson’s business is in the City of Buffalo, which is taking over the trailer sale lot to build a holding pond.  Mr. Davidson informed the Board that he has a dealership license, which is like a car dealership license.  The Board inquired about signage, in which Mr. Davidson informed them there would be a sign on the building, also a chain link fence, class 5 gravel parking lot with crushed concrete, a new septic system and access to the business from Chamberlain Avenue SE.  Motion by Kelley, second McDougall to approve the CUP for Highway 55 Trailer Sales, Inc. with a review of the CUP in two years due to some concern over the number of trailers set out by the road, and that Mr. Davidson work with the Township when constructing the driveway.  All voting in favor, opposed none motion carried.  Supervisor McDougall wanted to note that the zoning is B-2 General business and no variance is needed.

Larry Otto approached the Board regarding changing the zoning of his property from Agriculture to Agriculture-Residential.  Mr. Otto was requesting to have 2 ½ acres lots with three additional building entitlements.  The Board informed Mr. Otto that his land was zoned Agriculture in the Township’s Land Use Plan, and cannot be changed at this time.  Mr. Otto informed the Board that the road would be private, in which the Board informed Mr. Otto that there are no private roads allowed in Wright County.
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Maynard Olson was present to seek approval for a PUD on Moore Lake.  Mr. Olson posed questions to Supervisor Kelley regarding the County Planning & Zoning meeting on July 31st 2003.  Supervisor Kelley informed Mr. Olson that she told the County Board that the Township approved a “concept plan” only for Mr. Olson’s road, and passed along to the County Board the Township’s concerns which had been discussed at a prior regular Town meeting.  Mr. Olson asked the Board what more they would need in order to approve the PUD, because he already submitted a plan.  The Board informed Mr. Olson that a photocopy of an aerial photo with pencil drawn on the photo was not a plan.  Mr. Olson told the Board that the County Planning & Zoning accepted the photocopy.  An audience member spoke up to say the County Board did not accept the photocopy and told Mr. Olson that he is the developer not the Town Board, and therefore Mr. Olson should do research on what kind of plans he needs for the proposed PUD.   Supervisor McDougall reminded Mr. Olson that when the Board met at the property for a site inspection it was for the road only.  Also, that the Town Board would take over the road if it was up to Township standards subject to approval by the Township Engineer.  Supervisor McDougall informed Mr. Olson that the Board did not approve the subdivision, and that the road has changed from the prior photo.  The Chair asked for any comments from the audience.  Larry Otto questioned if Mr. Olson had enough footage to meet set backs on a Natural Environmental lake, which is a minimum of 200 feet.  Mr. Wetter felt the Board should determine the number of lots to be permitted on the lake and move on.  Becky Newman felt Mr. Olson should not have wasted the Town Board’s time if he did not have any concrete plans.  Mary Hendrickson felt a PUD bordering agricultural land is not compatible with the farmland or the Township land use plan, and that the community needs to preserve the land and wildlife.  Ms. Hendrickson also questioned all the septic systems that would be going in and felt it sets a dangerous precedent in the community.  Ms. Hendrickson also expressed that the residents around Moore Lake are not that foolish as to think that the remainder of the land would stay agricultural, and a PUD would open the “box” for increased density.  Dan Peterson felt the PUD was out of character and that was also out of contrary to the land plan.  Mr. Peterson also felt Mr. Olson had not taken all the steps to propose a plan that the Town Board could review.  The only information submitted by Mr. Olson was a photocopy of the land with lots drawn on it.  Mr. Olson felt he was miss-led and requested the Town Board to spell out details needed for his PUD.  Mr. Peterson emphasized that the Town Board was not the developer, Mr. Olson was, and that he should be the person doing the research and coming up with a good plan for the Town Board and County to review.  Mr. Olson stated that he researched shared septic systems and was advised not to install them.  Mr. Olson also said he would be open to putting in a shared system.  The Chair asked for any more comments, there were none.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to deny Mr. Olson’s request for approval of a PUD on Moore Lake due to insufficient information on the lot based subdivision and request that Mr. Olson be able to bring back plans without prejudice that fit the regulations of the lake, land plan and road standards.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.      
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The Board discussed signing the road improvement project contract for Farmington Avenue SE.   The Board had some questions regarding the funding of the project, and if the decision of funding had to be done at the time the contract is signed.  The Board agreed to contact the lawyer to inquire about the funding before signing of the contract.  As to not hold up the project, motion by McDougall second Kelley to continued this item of signing the road improvement contract to Friday August 15th at 1:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, in order to have time to contact the attorney.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Public Comments:  All Public Comments were heard under agenda item number 7 – Maynard Olson.

Supervisors:

Pam:  Received the plan for Donna Maas’ sand pit, but Buffalo Bituminous was not present to ask any questions.

Karen:  Passed out a draft of the newsletter, and pointed out some changes.  The Township will be charging a fee for junk cars brought in at Cleanup Day.  There will be a fee because it now costs the Township to get rid of the cars.  Also there is a change to Office hours.  Hours will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 am to 3:00p.m., with a closed period for lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The lunch period will be a time when the Clerk can run errands etc.  

Bill:  Left the meeting early.

Maintenance Crew:  Shared information regarding the possible road project on 45th Street SE.  Informed the Board about materials, truck hauling, and dozer rental.  The Crew asked the Board if they would authorize other road/ditch work with the dozer being it would be rented for a week.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to authorize the rental of machinery, truck hauling and purchasing of materials for the 45th Street SE, west end of Dean Lake, Ibarra Avenue SE and possibly River Hills road projects.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Discussion regarding upsizing the culvert in Ibarra led to a motion by McDougall second Kelley to install 2-squash tubes for Ibarra.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Discussion regarding not knowing prices of culverts and cost of the project for Ibarra led to the motion by McDougall

Maintenance Crew: second Kelley to rescind the motion to purchase the culverts.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Dennis:  Brought up the bad smell coming from the property at County Road 144 and Calder.  The owner is hauling in compost from the Buffalo Compost site on County Road 134.  
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Clerk:  Questioned the Board regarding a temporary charitable gambling license for Ducks Unlimited September hall rental.  The Clerk wanted to know if the Township could sign off on the license.  The Board informed the Clerk to call the County before signing of the license to ensure it is legal, and add this item to the August 26th agenda.

The Clerk inquired about the Letter of Credit reduction for Rockford Ranch which was received from Wright County Planning /Zoning.  The reduction needs written approval from the Board in order to be authorized.  This item will be on the August 26th agenda.

The Clerk informed the Board that she would be gone from the August 26th meeting.

Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve payments from July 23rd through August 8th 2003, totaling $9,814.15 paid by checks #11352 through #11382.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the funds report totaling $412,092.57 minus dedicated reserve funds, at the end of July 2003.  Funds are located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m.

Chair





Clerk  
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