February 25th 2003

Rockford Township Regular Meeting

The February 25th 2003 regular meeting took place at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Wetter, Beise, Walker and McDougall.  Supervisor Kelley was excused.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  The Chair asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  The Clerk informed the Board she put Buffalo Bituminous on the agenda in error, and to delete that item.  The agenda was adopted with the change.  The minutes from the February 11th 2003 Public Hearing and the Regular Town meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  The Clerk had a copy of changes requested from Supervisor Kelley, who was excused.  The following are the changes: Page 1-under Ted Heins; the road project seemed good but felt the way the project was being assessed mostly to the whole Township was wrong, and the Board shouldn’t shove anything down the other residents throats.  2) Tamara Otten; it was not the Board’s problem that they she and her siblings have the brunt of the assessments Supervisor Kelley: Thanked Tamara Otten for being so understanding.  Page 2 – (Mr. Young) He mentioned an ulterior  alternate method way that only needed 3-votes, to pass but that it would need new ...Under Supervisor Walker: thought that there were some questions regarding the signing of the original petition and assessments.  Supervisor Kelley:  she inquired at a previous meeting about how the petition was presented explained to her when she signed it, and that it was the rezoning of the property after signing that changed  did she realize that the changed zoning would affect the assessments.  After this discussion, there was a motion by Walker (per Attorney instructions that the prevailing side needed to make the motion to reconsider the adopting of the Resolution) Page 3: Buffalo Bituminous – Motion by McDougall second Walker to continue this item to the next meeting (2/25/03) and have 3 or more Supervisors attend the County Hearing on 2/20/03.  There was some discussion about accepting the minutes if the Supervisor who made the changes was not present.  It was also suggested that some little changes that are just differences in writing would not need to be changed.  It was thought the Clerk could talk with Supervisor Kelley if she felt there was a problem.  Motion by Wetter second McDougall to accept the February 25th 2003 minutes with the corrections.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:

Jim Grieg was present to get approval from the Board for moving a house onto his property.  Mr. Grieg brought pictures of the house at the Board’ request from the prior meeting.  The house is a 25 ft x 45 ft rambler with a full basement and a 1-car garage.  Motion by Wetter second by Walker to approve the CUP to move the 25 ft x 45 ft house onto the Grieg’s property.  All County permits and requirements must be met, and the old house needs to be gone by this fall.  All voting in favor opposed none, motion carried.

The Board received 2-letters from Attorneys informing the Supervisors of their interest in legally representing the Township.  Peter Tiede, who has plenty of experience representing townships, and Linda J. Murphy whose emphasis is on real estate and contracts.  The Board discussed how at this time it is critical to have an experienced attorney that has represented townships in annexation.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to select Peter Tiede as an additional Township attorney resource.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Walker, abstained Wetter, opposed none, motion carried.  The 
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reason Wetter abstained is due to one of the annexation issues to be discussed with Mr. Tiede is his (Wetter) property.  

Plastic culverts ere placed on the agenda by Supervisor Wetter.  It was decided to table this item until further notice.

No new items.

No Public Comments.

Supervisors

Matt:  Brought up the meeting the Town Board had with the City of Hanover and what the Board thinks it should do now regarding Supervisor Wetter’s property. (Supervisor Wetter abstained from the discussion because it is his property being discussed) Matt felt Hanover seems more than willing to annex the land, but did not have any plans to improve the property with sewer and water.  Matt brought up the idea if the Township was to do their own Planning & Zoning, that possibly the County would see that the Township could handle 2 ½-acre lots, in that the Township could provide road maintenance services and possibly a package plant (sewer).  Supervisor McDougall felt if the zoning was changed, then more land would open up to the higher density, now the Township cannot go smaller than 5-acre lots in the Township’s current Land Plan, and that any changes to zoning should be for what is the best use of the land.  Supervisor Beise informed the Board that the Developer wanted to talk with the Board about Wetter’s property.  Matt suggested that the Board meet with the Attorney, Peter Tiede, possibly at his office in St. Paul.  The Clerk will set a meeting up and inform the Board.

Leander:  Had a comment about the conversation he abstained from in that he felt that Package Plant systems would be the way to go, but the State is not ready to accept the concept because it cuts out money that the State would get.  Asked the Clerk about absentee voting, and informed the Clerk he would like to attend the Short Courses being offered the week of March 24th.

Karen:  Needed feedback about the newsletter draft by 10:00 a.m. Wednesday February 26th.  Reminded the Board that the trip to the Capital was February 27th.

Dennis:  Suggested that maybe the Hall rental could be advertised in the paper.  The Clerk will check into the cost.  Discussed the site inspection he attended regarding Balanger’s plans for a PUD.  Will call Bussy about working on Gabler in the spring.

Clerk:  Inquired on behalf of the Maintenance Crew about the Scarfire from the old Grader.  Did the Board want to keep or sell it.  The Board decided to keep it stored in the shed.  The Clerk mentioned that the Hall restrooms were painted and being spruced up.  The Clerk informed Matt that his fax machine still does not work.  Matt gave the Clerk his e-mail to contact him for now.
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Motion by Wetter second Walker to approve payments totaling $12,817.29 from 2/12/03 through 2/25/03, paid by checks #11037 through #11061.

Being all agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Chair






Clerk
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