July 8th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The July 8th 2003 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., the pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, Kelley, McDougall, Walker and Husom.  The Chair asked for and additions or changes to the agenda, there were none.  The Board adopted the agenda as printed.  The minutes from the June 24th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Supervisor Kelley requested a change to page 1- Marcia Connelly’s agenda item as follows: Marcia Connelly approached the Board about attaching a building entitlement from property that is wetland on Farmington Avenue SE to property south on County Road 33 SE.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to accept the minutes with the changes from the June 24th 2003 regular meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items:  None at this time.

Byron Bonk was present to discuss the liability (E&O) self-insurance program that MATIT is going to make available and what Northland Insurance Company can offer.  Byron suggested that the Township stay with MSI/Northland Insurance this year for E&O, then see what happens with the new E&O coverage that MATIT is offering next year.  The insurance that MATIT is offering is an assessable policy, where Northland is not.  Also, the Township would be working with a local representative through Northland, not someone with a totally different company than MATIT.  This item will be on the July 22nd agenda due to the due date of the bill.

Michael Thomas, from Ibarra Avenue SE, approached the Board for a possible solution to his flooding problem.   An overflow culvert was installed last year due to the flooding problem that affected the road, which should have also helped with Mr. Thomas’ flooding problem.  Mr. Thomas handed out information to the Board about culvert size and water flow.  The Board and Mr. Thomas discussed the road, draining problems and the dam that the DNR built for a wetland.  This item will be on the list for road inspection. 

Dan Gnerre from 20th Street SE was not present.  This road will be scheduled for a road inspection.  

A problem with a River Hills resident was discussed.  The resident lives at the bottom of a hill and the heavy rains from last year and this year keep washing gravel into his property, not in the r-o-w.  This road will be scheduled for a road inspection.

 Supervisor McDougall brought up annexation draft agreements.  The Board agreed that a work session should be planned to work on this item.  It was also discussed that reviewing certain ordinances for updating should also be planned for the same session.  Supervisor Kelley volunteered to call Hanover to discuss their wants and needs.

Hall rental and off duty officer were discussed.  Supervisor McDougall invited 2-Deputies to the meeting in order to get their input as to the duties of the Officer while working events at the hall.  Different items were discussed and the consensus was that 
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there needed to be clarification of some “gray” areas.  The Officers were willing to work with the Township in clarifying the questionable areas.  This will take some time and will be addressed again at a later date.

A 30mph speed limit posting was discussed for Eaken Avenue SE & 44th Street SE (Kelly’s Addition).  This area is residential and meets the State requirements to post speed limit signs.  This speed limit posting will also include the platted subdivision side roads.  Motion by Walker second Husom to give concept approval for a resolution to be drafted to post 30mph speed limit signs on Eaken Avenue SE & 44th Street SE along with the platted subdivision side roads Eastwood, Eaten, and 42nd Street SE.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  This item will be on the July 22nd agenda so the resolution can be signed.  

Power Line ordinance was discussed.  The State law requires power lines and cable lines to be at least 18 feet high.  The Township can be stricter than the State law and have lines be 20 feet high.  The Clerk will write Wright-Henepin Electric to remind them of the State regulations and that the Township will not pay a bill for fixing a down power line.  Supervisor Kelley will contact the attorney regarding drafting of a power line/cable line ordinance, which should include restoration of any destruction of the right-of-way.

Maynard Olson showed the Board a plan for a 10-lot PUD with the lots being 1 ½ acre parcels.  Mr. Olson also requested re-zoning from AG-general and S-2 Residential-Recreational Shore-lands to R-2 Suburban Residential and S-2.   The Board had some concerns with the amount and size of the planned lots.   There was concern for the lake, which is classified as Natural Environment and requires 2-acre minimum lots with 200 feet on the lake.  The Board also had concern that the lots are not riparian (on the lake), because Mr. Olson wants to make the shoreline a park for the association.  The Board discussed other options with Mr. Olson.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to continue this item to the Planning Commission meeting on July 31st at 8:00 p.m., and attend the Planning/Zoning site inspection.

No public comments.

Supervisors

Karen: Shared information about the cost of maintaining gravel roads.  

Pam: Nothing to report.

Matt: Felt it was getting late in the season to spray and the Crew should probably start to mow ditches.  The Board agreed.

Bill: Nothing to report.

Dennis: Nothing to report.
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Motion by Walker second Kelley to approve payments from 6/25/03 through 7/8/03 totaling $235,965.07 paid by checks #11292 through #11320.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Motion by Walker second Husom to approve the funds report totaling $348,340.26, minus dedicated reserve funds, at the end of June 2003.  Funds are located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Chair






Clerk
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