June 10th 2003

Rockford Township

Public Hearing & Regular Meeting

The June 10th 2003 Public Hearing on Proposed Assessments for the Farmington Improvement Project was called to order by the Chair at 7:05 p.m., the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley Walker, Husom, Marty Campion, engineer and Tim Young, lawyer.  Marty Campion reviewed the bids, which were Buffalo Bituminous at $214,737.50, and Universal Enterprises of Mid-MN, Inc. at $293,818.00.  Marty explained that there was extra cost of approximately $31,850.00 for sub-cutting, shaping, class 5 to 9-ton standard and fabric, which keeps the good material separated from the poor material.    Mr. Young then explained the steps of a Public Hearing and asked the residents to address comments and concerns to the Board.  Mr. Campion explained how the amount of the special assessment was arrived at and how it was determined who would be assessed.  There was a comment from a resident regarding maintenance of a gravel road verses a paved road.  The resident felt it was cheaper to maintain Farmington as a gravel road due to the project requiring material to upgrade to a 9-ton black top, which comes out to a 5-ton county road.  Also the upkeep of a paved road would cost more due to the crack sealing and overlay.  The Board informed the resident that black topping would save money over a number of years.  The resident wanted to know the cost of maintaining Farmington as a gravel road over a 10-year period.  The Board said they would try and calculate the figures.  The resident did not like the idea of having to “pay” for a blacktop road that he does not live on.  A resident that has 2-assessments inquired if she transferred the building entitlement off of Farmington onto property located on County Road 33 SE, if that assessment could be dropped.  The property on the Farmington side is mostly swamp and land locked wetland on the east.  The resident came before the Board at a prior meeting to transfer the entitlement from the land locked swampy property to the property on County Road 33 SE, which the Board agreed.  The Board felt they could drop 1-assessment if the transfer was recorded within 90-days.  If it was not transferred within 90-days the assessment would go back on the property.  There was a question about how the assessment works.  Mr. Young explained that property owners have 30-days to pay the assessment from that nights meeting in order to have no interest accrue.  After 30 days the assessment will be added onto the real estate taxes and interest will be paid according to State law.  The Board inquired if it would save money to build up the road to 9-ton first and blacktop next year.  Mr. Campion told the Board that the project would have to be rebid because it was not set up that way in the specifications.  The Board also asked why there was such a difference in the bids.  Mr. Campion said he checks all bids to be sure they are “balanced” and that the difference could be in the hauling length etc.  The Chair asked for any more comments or questions, there were none.  The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 8:05 p.m.   Mr. Young told the Board they must vote on a Resolution Adopting the Assessment.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to adopt the Resolution Adopting Assessment for Farmington Avenue SE (full resolution attached to minutes), with provision that the Valley View Ranch entitlement would drop if the Connelly’s transfer the entitlement from Farmington to County Road 33 SE within 90-days.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Mr. Young informed the Board they have one more meeting which is awarding the contract.  This meeting is the last meeting that enables the Board to cancel the project.  Motion by Walker second Husom to have the Board meet on July 11th 2003 at 12:00 p.m. to discuss if the project will go forth or not, and if so award the contract.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.
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Continued

The Chair called the regular meeting of June 10th 2003 to order at 8:20 p.m.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, there were none.  The agenda was adopted as printed.  The minutes from the May 27th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to accept the minutes from the May 27th 2003 meeting as presented.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items:  None at this time.

Pete Merges, Township Assessor, was present to discuss his salary with the Board.  Pete informed the Board that the County was getting $10 per parcel along with other rates, which would make things confusing.  Pete told the Board he would like $10.00 per parcel, there is 1611 parcels in the Township, for an annual salary of $16,110.00.  Pete also informed the Board that there would be an extra charge for tax-exempt properties, which he would claim at the end of the year.  This would only be done once every 6 years, and there are few tax-exempt properties in the Township.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to approve the annual salary for the Township Assessor at $16,110.00, covering the period of July 1st 2003 through July 1st 2004.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

No Public Comments.

Supervisors
Karen:  Had copies of Annexation agreements between Chatham Township and Buffalo Township with the City of Buffalo, and will make copies for the Board.  Karen felt the agreements would be a good base and a place to start for a draft agreement.  Requested this item be on the June 24th agenda.  Inquired if anyone responded to the Delano Library invitation.  Told the Board there was a delay in receiving the dust control.  Discussed complaints regarding junk vehicles on Fairhill Drive, and how the problem will have to be handled through the new process.  Brought up the $450.00 bill for a downed power line from Wright-Hennepin Electric.  Mike Curri was going to work on an ordinance. Dennis will check with Mike Curri.
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Supervisor

Pam:  Nothing to report.

Matt:  Reported that 25th Street SE is now in better shape then previously.

Bill:  Talked to a State Hydrologist about sand extraction pits and the water table.   It seems to be common practice to dig into ground water, and that loads of fill are checked about ½ of the time for contaminates.  Brought up dust control and how it was not fair if Karen was to run the packer and not get compensated.  Motion by Walker second Husom to adopt, for review at the next meeting, the Resolution to enter into a road maintenance agreement for purposes of getting compensated for work.  Voting in favor Walker, Husom, Kelley and Beise.  Abstaining from the vote McDougall.  Motion carried.

Dennis:  Informed the Board that the Delano Fire bill will be $122,000.00 and that the Fire Department will be purchasing a new tanker truck, which they have the money to buy it.  Attended meetings at Planning & Zoning.  

Clerk:  Informed the Board that Bryon Bonk will be at the next meeting to discuss insurance.

Motion by Walker second Husom to approve payments from 5/28/03 through 6/10/03 totaling $18,759.60, paid by checks #11237 through #11269.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to approve the funds report totaling $350,348.87 minus dedicated reserve funds at the end of May 2003, located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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