March 11th 2003

Rockford Township

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of Rockford Township was held at the Rockford Town Hall, following the Annual Election.  The Clerk called the meeting to order at 8:10 p.m., with all joining in for the Pledge to the Flag.  

Nominations were open to elect a moderator for the meeting.  Leonard Bengston was elected moderator and assumed control of the meeting.  The Clerk read the minutes from the March 12th 2002 Annual Meeting.  A motion and second to accept the minutes as printed and read, all voting yes, opposed none, motion carried.  A motion and second to waive the reading of the detail of receipts and disbursements, and only deal with the summaries.  All voting in favor, oppose none, motion carried.  

The Funds Report, which reflected the 2002 beginning balances for receipts, disbursements, ending balances, and any dedicated amounts by fund leaving the available monies by fund, was reviewed.  The Clerk asked for any questions regarding the funds report, there were none.  Motion and second to accept the funds report as printed and presented.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  The receipts and disbursements were presented and reviewed.  The Clerk asked for any questions regarding the information presented, there were none.  The Clerk reviewed the information regarding the extra cost to the Road/Bridge fund due to the 2002 flooding, along with monies received from FEMA for the flood damage within the Township.  Upon finishing the review of receipts and disbursements, there was a motion and second to accept the reports as printed and presented.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

The Clerk explained the error that happened to the 2002 Proposed Levy Certification in which $93,300 was omitted.  The residents wanted to increase the 2002 Proposed Road & Bridge fund to $500,000 and put the difference of $93,300 into a blacktop fund at the 2001 Annual Meeting.   The Clerk discovered the error, and was informed from the County that the only way to get the increase was to have the Residents vote the increase to the 2003 levy at a Special Town Meeting.  The Clerk met all the legal requirements for publishing and the Special Town Meeting was held on October 22nd 2002.  There was a motion on the floor and a second to wait until the Annual Meeting in March 2003 for the Residents to vote on the increase if they so chose to increase the 2004 levy.  (It would be too late if the motion passed to include it into the 2003 levy at the 2003 Annual Meeting)  There were 6-votes not to adjust the 2003 levy by $93,300 and wait until the March 2003 Annual Meeting for the Residents to vote on an increase to the R/B fund of $93,300, and 2-votes for adjusting the 2003 levy at the Special Town Meeting.  Motion passed to wait until the March 2003 Annual Meeting.  There were no questions regarding this error.  This item led into the first of the Board of Supervisors topics Notices of Special Town Meetings.
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Board of Supervisors 2002 Activity Report

Notification to residents regarding any Special Town Meetings

The board inquired from the residents how they would like to be kept informed of Special Town Meetings.  

· Newsletter – Most people liked the newsletter notification

· Postcard – Time and cost were discussed

· Website – Show of hands on how many people looked at the website, very few did

· Wright County Journal Press – This fills the legal requirements, not all people read the legal ads

How often and for what kind of special meetings notification would be sent out.  It was agreed that the residents did not need to be notified for every “special” meeting.  It was suggested that only Special Town meetings should have extra notification.  Motion and second to send out extra newsletters for Special Town meetings only.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Supervisor McDougall warned the residents that with all the State budget problems, the Town might need a special meeting later in the year, and to look for the newsletters for notification.

Dust Control

Supervisor McDougall explained that there was a motion and a second made at a meeting to discontinue the dust control program and have the residents pay for it.  The motion failed 3-2, and a motion was made to have the residents vote on dust control at the Annual meeting.  McDougall explained the program and how dust control was applied.  McDougall also commented that she has heard on several occasions that Rockford Township has some of the best gravel roads around, and that they were used as an example on how to maintain good roads.  Supervisor Beise thought if the residents paid for dust control their selves that it would be a big headache.  Motion and second to continue the dust control program.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Ted Heins commented that his road last year was over done with dust control and made his road a sloppy mess.  He also said 30th Street SE was a mess.  Supervisor Beise informed Mr. Heins that Buffalo Bituminous took care of the road watering and dust controlling it.   Beise also said Buffalo bituminous will also be graveling the road in the spring.  Problems with 4-wheelers (ATV’s) was discussed and what to do.  One resident said they thought that Township could do their own ordinance to prevent ATV’s running in the right-of-way and destroying the roads.  Other residents’ thought is was “punishing” the people who drive ATV’s respectfully.  The Board will look into the ordinance situation.
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Blacktopping

Supervisor Beise and Supervisor Kelley shared information regarding the Farmington Avenue SE blacktopping project.  They also explained how roads were classified to help in the decision of choosing blacktop projects.

Land Use Plan – Land Plan Committee

Paul Aarstad introduced himself as Chair of the Land Plan Committee, along with introducing the other members of the committee.  Paul informed the residents that the Committee was made up of Township residents from a diverse background.  Paul discussed the background of the Land Use Plan, and identified issues facing the Township’s current land use plan.  Issues such as: 1) the previous land use committee had already seen the tremendous pressures of growth facing the Township and recommended that the plan be looked at again in no more than 5-years, 2) the location of the Township having surrounding cities of Hanover, Buffalo and Rockford created the question how did the Committee want to address the issues of annexation and pressure from the cities that best preserve the Township’s integrity, 3) the proposed changes of Highway 55 in the future will dramatically change the landscape thru Rockford Township.  The land use plan needs to be updated to reflect those changes and needs, 4) the tremendous growth for housing and the growing metropolitan population that is migrating west is an undeniable fact that is putting more and more demand on how to best use the land plan. Clearly everyone on the committee expressed concern that they did not want to see a repeat of the type of land use planning done in the St. Michael area.  Furthermore the committee expressed a strong desire to preserve the rural atmosphere, 5) how to best meet the need for future commercial zone property, along with how to broaden the Township’s tax base.  Paul stated that it is not the intent of the committee to draw any conclusion or determinations of the current land use plan, but to explore issues facing the current land use plan an decide if it warrants the need to open up and reexamine the above mentioned items.  There was some concern that the residents would have no input to the changes of the land plan.  The Board informed the residents that there will be plenty of opportunity for input from the residents and that it can be a lengthy process.  The Board then explained in order for the County to even think about reexamining the land plan there needs to be a vote from the residents at their Annual meeting recommending the plan be reopened, with a majority vote.  Motion on the floor and second to make the recommendation to the County to reopen the land plan.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion passed.

Election Results

The following is the election results:  Bill Daluge – 126 votes, Karen McDougall 163 votes; Karen McDougall wins for Supervisor position 3-year term.  Leander Wetter 143 votes, Bill Husom (write in) 114 votes; Leander wins for Supervisor position 3-year term.
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The moderator opened to floor for any discussion/information items that might affect the budget considerations.  Nothing was brought up at this time.

  Levy

Action follows regarding the proposed levy:

· Revenue fund – Motion and second to adopt this fund as presented at $141,500, all voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.
· Road/Bridge Fund – There was discussion regarding the new grader that would be purchased in 2003.  Resident stated name as Mr. Winters, inquired when the Board made the decision to purchase a grader, that it seemed like they did not do any research and just bought a CAT, which was more than a John Deere.  Supervisor Kelley informed Mr. Winters that a decision was made on January 28th 2003 to buy a CAT, however research took place for 3-months prior for both brands of graders.  Kelley went on to inform the resident that before she was on the Board there was talk of purchasing a new grader.  Mr. Winters had another question regarding the purchase of new tires and why would the Township buy new tires for the old grader just to trade it in.  The Maintenance Worker informed Mr. Winters that the new tires were taken off the old grader and placed on the 1990 grader; they (tires) were not being traded in.  Mr. Winters wanted to know why the residents were not in on the decision of the grader. The Board said they are the decision makers on how to spend with the levy, but the residents are the ones that approve the levy and that could mean reducing or increasing operating monies.  There was a question if the payment for the grader would be 1-payment, and if so that there is $140,000 in equipment replacement where would the other $10,000 come from.  The rest would come out of the Road/Bridge fund.  Motion and second to adopt this fund as presented at $484,500, all voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  As far as increasing the levy by $93,300, the amount omitted from the 2002 levy, motion and second not to increase the Road/Bridge by $93,300.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

· Fire Fund – Motion and second to adopt this fund as presented at $140,000, all voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

· PERA Fund – Motion and second to adopt this fund as presented at $8,500, all voting on favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Motion and second to adopt a total of $774,500 for receipt in the year 2004.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Old Business: No old business was brought up at this time.

New Business:  Mr. Winters inquired from the Board about road inspections.  He received a letter from the Clerk’s office regarding snow fence in the right-of-way.  Mr. Winters felt this letter was a direct result of being a “poll watcher” at the general Election.  The Clerk commented that sending letters out about anything in the right-of-way that could be a hazard is routine and in no way done out of spite.  Mr. Winters 
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had other pictures of snow fences in the right-of-way that were allegedly in the Township and tossed them in front of Supervisor McDougall, but picked them back 

up and no one was able to look at the pictures.  The Clerk commented if Mr. Winters had contacted the office regarding other snow fences in the right-of-way letters would have been sent to those residents.  The moderator called the discussion.  

Vance Desens suggested that maybe the Township could change a part of Gabler & 22nd to be renamed August Marschel Memorial Drive.  The Board informed Mr. Desens that you have to go through the legislature to make the change, Mr. Desens said forget it.   Mr. Desens thought maybe a plaque in the Town Hall could be put up.  The Board will check on this suggestion, and also informed the residents that the Township did send flowers to the families of August Marschel and Donald Klatt. 

Being no further business, the moderator set the next Annual meeting for Tuesday March 9th 2004 after the closing of the polls.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m.

Clerk
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