May 13th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Town Meeting

The May 13th 2003 Town Meeting was held at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Beise, Kelley, McDougall, Husom and Walker.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, there were none.  The Board adopted the agenda as printed.  The minutes from the April 22nd 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to accept the minutes from April 22nd 2003 meeting as printed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:  No continued items at this time.

Bryon Bonk was not present at the meeting, so no action was taken.  However he may be attending the next meeting.

Rochelle Graunke was not present at the meeting, so no action was taken.

Dave Perry approached the Board regarding the splitting of Philip Peters 3.2 acre lot into 2.1 and 1.1-acre parcels.  The 1.1-acre lot would be the new lot.  The parcel is located at the end of 27th Street SE on a cul-de-sac, and is zoned Residential in the Land Plan.  Access to the lot will be from 27th Street SE.  The Board discussed a site inspection.  Motion by McDougall second by Kelley to continued this item to the May 27th 2003 meeting so a site inspection could be done before Mr. Perry and Mr. Peters go the County Hearing on June 19th.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Bob Perry approached the Board seeking approval for a sand extraction pit on the Groskruetz property in which approximately 300,000 yards of sand would be hauled out for a MNDOT project.  The Board inquired about where the fill is coming from, conveyed concern regarding contamination of wells, and asked about restoration of the property.  Mr. Perry informed the Board the fill would be coming from Long Lake (south side of viaduct/tracks) where the railroad tracks were going to be moved.  Mr. Perry said the fill would not be contaminated and that there are state inspectors at the site.  If there were contaminated fill it would have to be hauled to a place that handles that kind of material. As far as wells being contaminated, Mr. Perry stated that the water that is dug up in the pit is only ground water and wells should not be affected.  As far as a time frame for restoration, Mr. Perry could not be specific.  The residents in the audience, who submitted a petition against the pit, and the Board were very concerned with the water issue, and asked what guarantee he could offer that no contaminated fill would come back from Long Lake.  Mr. Perry said he would deal with it how the state regulates it by hauling it away.  The residents and Board felt by the time the material was found to be contaminated, it would be too late for the water.  No one disputed that Mr. Groskruetz should be able to make money from his property, but not at other residents’ expense.  Supervisor McDougall said that the Board had to deal with the road, and that the County was responsible for other conditions put upon the CUP.  It was asked if Mr. Perry could dig wider instead of deeper and still get the same amount of sand, in which Mr. Perry implied that was not cost effective.   Supervisor Kelley had a hard time with the plan due to the lack of any leverage to ensure that the land gets restored, along with the water 
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issue.  The Board asked about possibly getting references, and discussion of a bond was brought up.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to continued this item to the County Hearing on Thursday May 15th 2003, in which the Board would be present to make their recommendations to the County.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried. 

Lee from Buffalo Bituminous was present to get approval for a sand extraction pit on Larry Otto’s property.  Lee showed the Board the plan for Otto’s pit, which illustrates a permanent pond on the site, when the mining of sand is completed.  The plan shows berms 12-13 ft wide to access and maintain the pond.  The mining of sand would go approximately 10 ft below water table.  The material mined from the property, about 230,000 yards, will be used for projects in the area, and will take up to 3-4 years to mine out.  There is not going to be any fill hauled back onto the property due to the building of the pond.  The Board wanted to know why Buffalo Bituminous would need 2-pits running at the same time.  Lee explained that there is a growing need for sand in the area.  Supervisor McDougall inquired how the pond would “fill up”.  Lee answered that digging below the water table may fill up the pond, and there might be springs on the property.  Also, Buffalo Bituminous would vegetate the slopes.  The Otto’s commented that they always wanted a nice pond on their property, not another swamp.  The Chair asked if the audience had any comments, there were none.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to continued this item to the County Hearing on Thursday May 15th 2003, in which the Board would be present to make their recommendations to the County.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Leander Wetter approached the Board regarding rezoning of 11.1 acres from AG to R-2A  (change under Lakeshore Development regulations) to possibly build a house in the future.  Motion by Kelley second Walker to approve the rezoning from AG to R-2A as long as all set back/site requirements are met.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

John Magnussen was not present, but the Board did approve the rezone at a prior meeting. 

Tom Ernst presented a new plan to the Board for the splitting of his commercial property into 3-lots, and getting an additional tenant.  The Board suggested handling 1-item at a time.  Mr. Ernst’s request for a CUP to have Olson Exteriors rent space out of his existing building.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve the CUP to have Olson Exteriors rent space out of the existing building.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  As for the 3-lot subdivision, there was some discussion regarding the Highway 55 project.  Motion by Walker second McDougall to allow as proposed the 3-lot subdivision as long as all County and State requirements are met.  Voting in favor Beise, McDougall, Walker and Husom, opposed Kelley, motion carried.  Kelley’s reason for opposed vote was she felt there could be another option for dividing the property, and approving the request would create a sub-standard lot that will become unbuildable. That the proposed third lot is marginal, at best, and will be made unbuildable by the increase in highway 55 right-of-way.  Also there is at least one other option that is to move the building site to 
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the Chamberlain side, which the applicant has been made aware of, but chosen not to explore.

Marcia Connelly from Valley View Ranch was present to discuss building entitlements on the ranch.  Mrs. Connelly informed the Board that the ranch is on the market for sale and was wondering how entitlements worked and also asked about rezoning.  The Board informed Mrs. Connelly how zoning works and that the ranch was zoned AG in the Land Plan.  The Board suggested Mrs. Connelly could change entitlements around so a land-locked parcel could have an entitlement, but not gaining any more entitlements, by having a lot split.  No other action was taken.

Mr. Belanger was present to request the Board to approve the road for the development Trumpeter’s Pass.  The Board inquired about the park and the water within the development that runs up to the road.  Mr. Belanger stated that the Association would take care of those items.  Rip-wrap was discussed and the Board felt that it was acceptable in this case.  Mr. Belanger informed the Board that the road would be done probably in the fall.  Motion by McDougall second Walker to approve the road design for Trumpeter’s Pass as long as the developer works with the Township engineer on the road, and that the Township would plow through the winter then have 1-year before taking over the road, also that no building permits would be issued before the road is done.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

No Public Comments.

Supervisors:

Karen: Told the Board that on May 16th at 9:30 a.m. there was a Highway 55 meeting.  Informed that Supervisors that the City of Buffalo would reimburse the Township for the cost of materials and labor for fixing damage to 25th Street SE from hauling sludge.  The City of Buffalo will be discussing upgrading the sewer plant, and thought the Township should send a letter letting the City know that the Township would like to be included in the discussion.  Matt brought up discussion regarding installation of a sign “Children at Play”.  The Board discussed this and felt that a “Blind Child” sign may need to be installed.  Dust Control has been ordered for the first part of June.

Pam:  Discussed the e-mail received from a resident regarding the Dog Kennel.  The CUP for the kennel is up in the fall and that the Board may need to add additional conditions to the CUP.  Informed the Board that the Land Plan Committee talked about a replacement, and decided that they were comfortable with 6-members.  Discussed the complaint from a resident regarding 8th Street SE.  It seems all the Supervisors received a call from the same resident.  It was agreed that it would take a major re-shaping to get the ditches sloped correctly.    

Matt:  Nothing to report.

Bill:  Nothing to report.
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Maintenance Crew:  Nothing to report.

Clerk:  Nothing to report.

Motion by Walker second Husom to approve payments from 4/23/03 through 5/13/03 totaling $15,161.55 paid by checks #11174 through #11212.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by Walker second Husom to approve the funds report totaling $381,200.83 minus dedicated reserve funds at the end of April 2003 located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Chair





Clerk
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