May 27th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The May 27th 2003 Town Meeting was held at the Rockford Town Hall.  Members present were Beise, McDougall, Kelley, Husom, Walker was absent.  The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m., and the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  The Chair asked for any additions or changes to the agenda, the Clerk cancelled number 5 – Brandon Sleypen from the agenda.  The Board adopted the agenda with the changes.  The minutes from the May 13th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Supervisor Kelley had a change to page 2-Tom Ernst reason for opposed vote.  Kelley’s reason for the opposed vote was that the proposed third lot is marginal, at best, and will be made unbuildable by the increase in Highway 55 right-of-way.  Also, there is at least one other option that is to move the building site to the Chamberlain side, which the applicant has been made aware of but chosen not to explore.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to accept the minutes from the May 13th 2003 meeting with the changes.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items: Philip Peters was present regarding the split of 3.2 acres into 2-lots, which was continued from the May 13th 2003 meeting.  The Board asked Mr. Peters the zoning on the property.  It seems the map shows Ag, but it is really zoned residential.  The Board inquired about re-platting of the property.  Mr. Peters informed the Board that Tom Salkowski said that re-platting was not necessary.  Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve the split of the 3.2-parcel into 2-lots subject to approval from the County and follows the regulations for a lot split.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Supervisor McDougall wanted it noted that the lot split does follow the current Land Plan for the township.   

Helen & Conrad Miller approached the Board to request a variance in order to build a 26x30 garage.  The variance would be for 4ft to the south side, which would be 20ft from the property line.  The Miller’s submitted a letter from the neighbor to the south indicating that he had no problem with the Miller’s building being that close to the property line.   The Board inquired about emergency vehicles, and if there was enough room to get through to the back of the property.  Mr. Miller thought there would be 10ft on the side, in which the Board informed him that may not be enough room.  The Board asked if Mr. Miller could move the garage 5ft, which would allow 15ft for emergency vehicles to access the back of the property.  Mr. Miller did not have a problem with moving the garage.  Motion by McDougall second Husom to approve the request for a variance for set back provided the Miller’s allow 15ft between existing home and the new garage in order to have room for emergency vehicles.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Kevin Anderson was present representing Troy Renstrom and Charlotte Shores West development.  Mr. Anderson showed the Board the old plan for the proposed lots.  The plan shows 7-lots, 6 on the lake and 1-set back from the lake.  The Board seemed to recall a problem with the set back lot (out lot) and thought that there could be something else done with the lot such as an “association” storage lot, or made into a nice big lot, but it would not be on the lake.  Mr. Anderson said he would get beck to Mr. Renstrom and have a new plan drawn up and would be able to come back to the June 24th meeting.
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No Public Comments.

Supervisors:

Husom:  Nothing to report.

Kelley:  Discussed the site inspection for the Huhn property that the County conducted.  It seems that the County wants to put limits on the CUP for a contractor’s yard, which there were no limits before in regards to trucks etc.  Supervisor Kelley felt that the County is not being fair to the Huhns’ because the County wanted to add limitations after the Huhns’ applied for a CUP, bought the property, built a driveway, and want to make it retroactive.  Kelley brought up the new sand pits, which the County approved.  Kelley felt Otto’s pit was okay because of the pond, and it is off the road.  Kelley felt that pits should be zoned Commercial and that they have a negative impact in the Township’s residents.  Kelley suggested that a letter be drafted to the County informing them of the Township’s position on pits and how pits should be designated a mining area so people will not buy or build by those designated areas.  Kelley told the Board that the Township could set harder restrictions on the pits than the County.

McDougall:  Informed the Board that dust control will start on May 28th.  There was some discussion regarding who could pack while the Crew watered and bladed the roads, because Henry was going to be busy in the fields.  Supervisor McDougall said she would pack for free until Henry could help, unless someone knew someone that could help.  Supervisor Kelley said she would check with someone she knew.  Supervisor McDougall reminded the Board that the Land Plan Committee would be meeting the first Tuesday in June and that the City of Rockford Board members were invited to attend.

Beise:  May be attending the meting on May 29th at 1:30 for the 5-year Highway Construction and Bridge Improvement, and will attend the Highway 14 construction meeting when scheduled.  Supervisor Beise and Supervisor Kelley will attend the Delano Fire meeting on May 28th.  Supervisor Beise will talk with Tim Young regarding the extra test borings on Farmington Avenue SE.  Supervisor Beise brought up insurance renewal September 1st, and how the Township could be insured through the Township Association, which may benefit the Township in the long run.  Supervisor Beise informed the Board that there is someone that will be removing the trees in front of the hall by the road.

Clerk:  Brought up Pete Merges and his salary for being the Township Assessor.  The Board wanted Pete to attend the next meeting if possible.  Informed the Board about Dean Lake and a possible slalom course.
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Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve payments from May 14th 2003 through May 27th 2003 totaling $7,501.05 paid by checks #11213 through #11236.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
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