February 10th 2004

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The February 10th 2004 regular meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m., and the pledge to the flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall and Kelley.  Husom was excused.  The Chair asked for additions to the agenda, the Clerk added Mr. D’Heilly regarding Charlotte Shores as number 7, and Charlie Levis regarding the Hurst property as number 8, and moved gravel bids and election judge list as number 9 and 10.  The agenda was adopted with the additions.  Supervisor Kelley noted that she had a number of corrections for the previous meeting minutes.  Supervisor McDougall suggested that approval of asked if the minutes could be continued deferred to the next meeting so that Supervisor Kelley could print and distribute her recommendations for the changes to the minutes. she could gather her recommendations for changes to the minutes.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue approving defer the minutes of January 27th until the meeting of February 24th.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items:  Doug Brown – Approval of a CUP for a land alteration to allow excavation of 600 CY in the wetland and bring in 2200 CY of fill.  Mr. Brown informed the Board that he was working with Wayne Jacobson, Soil & Water, and Sean from Planning and Zoning regarding the septic system.  Supervisor Kelley inquired how the lot was classified.  Mr. Brown thought it was R-1 single family; valued as a buildable piece of property.   The proposed changes in elevations to what appears to be a wetland lot, and their effect on the neighbor’s property, and on other drainage issues,on the plans, being 15 ft from the neighbor’s property line along with it being built up all around the lot, filling in wetland and drainage were some concerns conveyed to Mr. Brown.  Supervisor Kelley had spoken to Tom Salkowski from Planning & Zoning and who felt that the County would have a hard time passing any the plans that would require such a major land alteration for new construction. because the builders would have to bring in soil to be able to build.  Supervisor Kelley questioned if building on the property was in the best interests of Mr. Brown’s client, neighborhood, or the and Township and felt it was not a good project.  Supervisor McDougall felt it was not right to build on the lot, and that the Board was not qualified to evaluate the impact on the environment and roads.  McDougall felt the Planning Commission would probably have a site inspection.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue this to the February 24th meeting and have Planning & Zoning contact the Board when a site inspection is scheduled.   All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Because wetlands are such a sensitive issue the Board suggested to requested Mr. Brown that he get documentation from independent other sources such as Soil & Water and other government entities supporting his request, in addition to the professionals that have been and not people hired for the project.

Cell Phone:  Supervisor Kelley explained the Verizon plan currently offered.  If the Board went with the Shared Plan at of  $59.99 per month, they there would get be 2-phones with 400 shared minutes.  Additionally, the one being the primary phone which would have unlimited calls to other Verizon customers, and the secondary phone would be allowed 250 monthly minutes to Verizon users.  Each phone would be $49.99 with a  be able to call for free outside the Verizon “family”. 2-year contract, and $99.99 with one year.  There would be a $175.00 per phone early cancellation penalty.  With a 2-year agreement, there would be no activation fee, but with one year, it would be $35.00 per phone.  would have to be signed and it would be $100.00 to get two phones with an activation fee of $75.  There would be 400 shared minutes per month with the second phone being able to call the primary phone for free, and there would be 250 minutes for the second phone per month to call outside the primary phone.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to commit to purchase the 2-year contract shared plan at $59.99  $50 per month. phone to join.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

New Business

Mr. Dekarski from Apple Jack Orchards approached the Board to approve plans for an addition to an existing building.   The addition is needed so Mr. Dekarski can restart the apple cider making part of his business again.   Mr. Dekarski has over 10,000 trees and there is a lot of wasted product on the ground at the end of the season.  The new addition 

will be 80x84 and will be for processing coolers, cider press, bottle-room and apple storage.  Mr. Dekarski also informed the Board that he was going to move his overflow parking area, from its current location on the north side of the County Road 115 over to his field southeast of the intersection of CR 115 and Farmington Avenue SE.  That field is presently being used for a corn maze.  Moving the parking area will reduce the amount of foot traffic crossing the busier County road, transferring it to a slower less traveled Township road.  Mr. Dekarski also mentioned an expression of an 8’x12’ storage building near the current parking area, but noplans were presented. across County Road 115, to where his corn maze is across from Farmington.  Changing the parking with the corn maze will have visitors crossing a Township road instead of the County road.  He informed the Board that he employes employees 52 seasonal people.  All are seasonal except for one fulltime with only one fulltime employee.  The total length of the whole building when done with the addition will be 180ft and would like to start this spring.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to give concept approval to Mr. Dekarski’s 80x84 addition.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Morley Property:  The City of Rockford had sent a notice regarding the Morley property and receiving an application from a developer for a concept plan for a residential PUD.  The Board was inquiring if any money has been received from Mr. Morley for annexation compensation.  The Clerk had handed out copies of the promissory note and a recent letter from Mr. Morley that stated payment would be made at the time of closing on the property.  As of this date closing has not taking place.  The Board agreed that Mr. Morley’s  arrangement was unique, and valis, but different from the Townhsip’s current would not come under the Annexation Compensation Policy because both parcels have been annexed.

Mr. D’Heilly – Charlotte Shores West:  Presented a new plan on Charlotte Shores West.  Mr. D’Heilly explained with the new sewer in place lot size can be reduced, so 6-lots are possible.  The Board agreed that this plan is better than the first in that there is no out lot.  There were questions regarding the size of the cul-de-sac, and the Board informed Mr. D’Heilly that the Township had blacktop standards, which cover cul-de-sacs, and the plans had to be reviewed by the Township engineer. The Board wanted to see more set backs and right-of-way measurements noted on the plans like the old plan had.  They also asked and questioned if he had seen the letter from Tom Salkowski written at the time when the previously presented plan was dismissed, and listing the County’s requirements to be met before they would agree to hear this proposal again. regarding consulting an engineer for sewer matters from the City of St. Michael, and checking with the County Board of Commissioners regarding the sewer capacity.   Mr. D’Heilly had seen the letter, but had not discussed the items Tom Salkowski had mentioned with the City of St. Michael nor the County Board of Commissioners.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue this item to the February 24th meeting so Mr. D’Heilly can get written documentation that the items mentioned regarding the sewer have been discussed.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Charlie Levis – Hurst property annexation:  Mr. Levis accompanied by Mr. Hurst approached the Board to inform them of the sale of the Hurst property, 62 ½ acres, that will be petitioned to annex into the City of Rockford.   Mr. Levis told the Board that the City of Rockford would be drafting the Resolution.  The plan is to have low density R-2, meaning 80-90 frontage foot lots, and save as much of the woods as possible.  Mr. Levis felt that there is a possibility that no building of homes would take place on the river side of the property and that possibly a park dedicated to the City of Rockford would be done.   The Board inquired about timeframes, and Mr. Levis wanted a preliminary plat by April 1st.  The Board will have the Clerk send a copy of the amended Annexation Compensation Policy to Mr. Levis, and to the City of Rockford.  

Gravel Bids:  The Clerk informed the Board of the proposed changes to the size rock and clay content in the Class-3.  The Crew recommended wanted ¾ inch rock and a lower clay content.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to go with the recommendations the Crew has made to the rock size and clay content.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.   

Election Judge List:  The Clerk handed out a list of election judges for 2004 for approval.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the 2004 election judge list as presented.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Public Comments:  No public comments were received.

Supervisors

Kelley:  Questioned the Clerk’s method for recording receipts, and asked why the Clerk was’t using a sequential numbering system.  Such a system is provided in the Township’s CTAS accounting system. receipt numbering system the Clerk has, and thought the numbering of receipts should be numerical.  Clerk said she would change it.

McDougall:  The person who distributes the newsletter does not work at the distribution center any more, so the newsletter may have to be delivered to Coon Rapids by herself or the Clerk.  The recycle calendar is done and emailed to the web master, and a copy sent to the Clerk.  

Informed the Board that she received an e-mail from Laureen Bodin about the Buffalo annexation.  Ms. Bodin was questioning the part of the compensation policy that discusses 5-years of taxes or 5 times the value of the property during the year it is annexed.  McDougall will follow up with a response.

Beise: Discussed the letter he received about park dedication fees.  The Board wondered where the park dedication money goes, and if Townships ever see any of the funds.  The Chair called a special meeting with Franklin Township for February 12th at the Rockford Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. to discuss park dedication monies.

Clerk:  The Clerk informed the Board that the Board of Appeals & Equalization would be held April 7th at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.  The Clerk also requested that a budget meeting be set for February 18th at 5:00 p.m. at the town Hall.  The Clerk brought some information regarding high interest money market savings accounts from Oakley.  She will gather more information for the budget meeting

Bills were reviewed.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to pay the bills totaling $7,451 paid by check #11691 through #11712.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.   Motion by Kelley second McDougall to approve the funds report totaling $439,913.48 minus the dedicated reserve for the end of January 2004.  Funds are located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

Chair
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