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At March 8, 2005 Annual Meeting

March 9th 2004

Rockford Township

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of Rockford Township was held at the Rockford Town Hall, following the Annual Election. The Clerk called the meeting to order at 8:12 p.m., with all joining in to recite the pledge to the flag.

Nominations were open to elect a moderator for the meeting.  Motion and a second for Lenny Bengston to be moderator.  The Clerk called for any more nominations, there were none, Lenny was elected moderator.  Lenny assumed control of the meeting and had the Clerk read the minutes from the March 11th 2003 Annual Meeting.  Motion and second to accept the minutes as printed and read.  All voting in favor, motion carried.  Motion and second to waive the reading of the detail of receipts and disbursements, and only deal with the summaries.  All voting on favor, motion carried.  

The Funds Report, which reflected 2003 beginning balances for receipts and disbursement, ending balances and dedicated amounts by fund leaving available monies by fund, was reviewed.  The Clerk informed the residents that at the end of the year seeing the balance of actual money, $300,000 was taken out of the checking account and put into a high interest savings account with Bankwest for 3% until June 21st.  Also, a $50,000 CD that came due March 1st was cashed in and deposited into the savings account.  The Clerk asked for any questions regarding the funds report, there were none.  Motion and second to accept the funds report as printed and presented.  All voting on favor, motion carried.  The receipts and disbursements were presented and reviewed.  The Clerk reviewed the information on the reports for both the General fund and Road/Bridge fund.  The Clerk asked for any questions regarding the information on the reports, there were none.  Motion and second to accept the reports as printed and presented.  All voting in favor, motion carried.  

Board of Supervisors 2003 Activity Report

Chair Beise:  Reported on the following road projects that were completed:

· Ibarra Avenue SE – An overflow tube was installed to correct a flooding problem

· 45th Street SE – Raised and re-graveled due to flooding

· Numerous ditch cleaning and replacement of culverts

· Blacktopping of Farmington Avenue SE

The following is possible projects for 2004:

· Riverhills

· 30th Street (UPA road) needs an overlay

· Gabler Avenue SE – Correction to the hill slide 

· Blacktopping project – 30th Street Se or Calder Avenue SE

Vice Chair Kelley:  Discussed annexation and the Township’s current Orderly Annexations with the City of Buffalo and the City of Rockford.  Discussed the impact of 

Monticello Township and the City of Monticello’s wanting to annex 11,500 acres.  Supervisor Kelley informed the residents that Monticello Township could be facing a costly battle is strapped for cash, which means they do not have the money to fight the annexation.  She also informed the group that Franklin Township was donating $10 per parcel for legal expenses, which came out to $20,000.  

Supervisor Kelley inquired from the residents if they would be willing to donate money to Monticello Township for legal aid.  Supervisor Kelley and others discussed how helping Monticello would also benefit Rockford Township.  Lenny supported the donation idea because it would help in keeping Townships as Townships by supporting local government units around the area.  Mr. Olson was opposed to the idea because even if you donate the money the cities can still annex anyway.   Mr. Olson also felt that Rockford Township has a duty to its taxpayers not Monticello Township’s taxpayers.  Supervisor Kelley told the residents that the City of Monticello would not be using the land for the next 15 years; they just want to have it.   Mr. Olson questioned the legality of spending the taxpayer’s money on this idea.  There was a call for a paper ballot to see if the residents were in support of donating money to Monticello Township for legal aid.  While waiting for the paper ballot, Supervisor McDougall talked about the Farmington road improvement project.  She informed the residents that this spring will be the final overlay, and the project so far is still under budget.  Lenny announced the paper ballots from the residents regarding donating money to Monticello Township.  The results were 24 yes to donate money to 12 opposed to donating money.  There was a motion and a second to have the Board check out the legality of donating the money, and left the amount up to the Board, but not to exceed $20,000.  Majority voting in favor, motion carried.  There was a motion and a second to destroy the ballots.  All voting in favor, motion carried.  

Land Plan Committee Report      

Paul Aarstad introduced himself and the rest of the Land Plan Committee.  Paul talked about the survey that the committee sent out, and what the committee learned from the results.  The results mostly were that the Township people want the rural atmosphere and were worried about large housing developments.  Paul informed the residents that the committee would ask different questions now then before on the survey, due to all the knowledge they have gathered from different sources, but it was a good learning tool.  The survey had some constructive advice and ideas.  Some things that the committee took into consideration is the impact that the highway 55 project is going to have on the Township, annexation issues, green spaces, trail systems, and how to increase green space with higher density.   The committee met with the City of Rockford to learn about their future plans and the effect on the Township.  Also, the committee learned about different styles of developments like cluster housing, density and what it takes to incorporate, which would be a great expense.  Paul conveyed to the residents that the committee would brake until they hear from the County, and see what happens with the Monticello Township annexation.  One resident wanted to know why waiting to see what happens in Monticello Township had to anything to do with Rockford Township’s Land Plan.  Paul felt that it would help in trying to plan better for annexation.  One resident was worried that waiting would leave the Township open for annexation and the Township doesn’t have a land plan.  The resident was informed that the old plan is still in place.  Jim Stromberg wanted to know being the plan is open now would it stay open.  Paul informed Jim that the current land plan stands until something is submitted.  Paul told the residents that the committee did not realize how everything’s connected and how decisions could effect other decisions, along with finding out it’s an on going learning process. 

3/9/04 Continued

Election Results

Lenny received the election results.  The following is the results of the 2004 Township Election:  191 – Registered voters, 2 - New Registrations, 1- Absentee vote for a total of 194 votes.  Larry Otto – 138 votes wins for Supervisor for a 3-year term.  Bill Daluge – 74 votes wins for Supervisor for a 2-year term.

Lenny opened the floor for any discussion/information items that might affect budget considerations.  Nothing was brought up.  

Levy

Action follows regarding the proposed levy:

· Revenue Fund – The proposed General Fund amount for taxes to be voted upon due in 2005 was $163,000.00.  A resident questioned the increase of the Assessor, Building Maintenance, etc., from $18,000 to $28,000.  The Board informed the residents that the positions have been split out to show more of a breakdown as far as Assessor, Custodian, general office help, misc. payroll (webmaster) and Building Manager.  The Board explained that due to the drop in hall rentals, since the beginning of 1999 The Board felt that taking the building management out of the Clerk’s office and having someone deal only with the hall things like rental, showing, pop and building maintenance, the hall would bounce back in revenue.  The Board felt things like the Alcohol Ordinance, different Clerks, and not being able to show the hall on weekends of after hours, and it being a lower priority had a great impact on the revenue.  Supervisor McDougall explained she was the Building Manager years ago and felt best qualified to bring sales back up.  Questions about why the job was not put out for bids for applicants, was posed to the Board.  McDougall explained the it the job was deemed supervisor duties, it did not need to advertised for applicants, as long as all the paperwork like the resolutions were unanimously voted upon, so she could collect her pay.  The residents questioned the salary of the Clerk’s office.  The Board tried to explain that the salary includes taxes etc., and that $23,248.30 is broken down as just net without taxes etc., and that the $35,000 for 2004 and the $40,000 for 2005 is a gross budget item.  The residents still did not understand, and then questioned the office hours.  The Board tried to explain that M-W-F the Clerk has to be in the office, but on Tuesdays and Thursdays she can run errands, or make personal appointments.  After lengthy discussion, the moderator called for a motion to adopt the General Fund as presented.  Motion and second, majority voting in favor, motion carried.   

· Road/Bridge Fund – The proposed Road/Bridge amount for taxes to be voted upon due in 2005 was $569,600.00.  A resident wanted to know why there was $40,000.00 in the Equipment Replacement Fund, in that is seemed like a lot of money.  The Board explained that there is an equipment replacement schedule and for some reason it was not budgeted last year, so the Board budgeted for it this year.  Motion and second to adopt the Road/Bridge Fund as presented at $569,600.00.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

3/9/2004 Continued

· Fire Fund – The proposed Fire Fund amount for taxes to be voted upon due in 2005 was $150,000.00.  Motion and second to the Fire Fund as presented at $150,000.00.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

· PERA Fund – The proposed PERA Fund for taxes to be voted upon due in 2005 was $8,500.00.  Motion and second to adopt the PERA Fund as presented at $8,500.00.  All voting in favor, motion carried.

Motion and second to adopt a total of $891,100.00 for receipt of taxes due in the year 2005.  Majority voting in favor, motion carried.

Old Business

A resident questioned ATV’s and ordinances.  The Board will check out ordinances and put information in a newsletter.  Maynard Olson again brought up the Building Manager duties, and questioned the legality of a Board member doing the duties.  Again McDougall said if the duties are deemed management, it is proper for a Supervisor to take on the duties.  Maynard Olson argued the point, and thought he read a law against it.  McDougall invited him to show her what law he was referring to.  Maynard will get back to McDougall on that matter.  Maynard Olson thought the use of microphones at the Annual meeting was good, and that the Board should consider it for their regular meetings, because the Clerk’s minutes are not accurate.  He also suggested a tape recorder so that the minutes could be verbatim.  McDougall explained that there is past history with the minutes and that they went from verbatim to basic information.  Supervisor Kelley said that the Board was going to start taping the meetings.   Maynard Olson again brought up the Clerk’s salary and office hours.  The Board explained the pay equity law, which started with Jim Taylor, and how they have to comply.  As far as office hours Maynard Olson said he was at the office during office hours and the Clerk was not there.  One other resident also said this and that the Clerk never called them back.  The Clerk wanted a date as to when she was not at the office and why they did not leave a voice mail message.  The Board said the Clerk punches a time clock and there were no more comments from the residents on that matter.   Maynard Olson questioned bonding for blacktopping. If new people in the Township would be paying for blacktopping projects.  The Board explained they have not chosen how to pay for the project, and that they have 3-years to decide.

New Business

There was no new business brought up at this time.

Being no further business, the moderator set the next Annual meeting for Tuesday March 8th 2005 after the close of the polls.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m.

Clerk/Treasurer
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